Elim Lutheran Church
Thoughts from Pastor Carol
Happy New Year!

Elim's Mission I would like to say thank you to this dear church family. I have been your
Statement
servant for one year, and it has been an absolute blessing to our family to
be part of this congregation that we love. I do believe we all have grown in
"With faith in the ways that only the Holy Spirit could guide. We’ve tried some new things,
Triune God, the some of which did not work well and some that have been successful.
family of Elim
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to begin new programs and
Lutheran Church develop our faith and trust in God in new and different ways. God bless you
proclaims the
all for walking with me, sharing your ministry with me, in ways that I never
Gospel of Jesus
imagined.

Christ through
word and
sacraments. In Also, thank you for all your prayers and care, your cards, and food, when I
our life together was recovering from my latest surgery. Your prayers and the power that
comes from those prayers was most certainly felt. Thank you.
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful

Being this is the start of 2019, I felt it was important to let you know that I do
not like New Year’s resolutions. New guidelines for life were set with
determination to improve the quality of life. But how often two weeks into
the new year do actions on our resolutions begin to dwindle? Then we can
feel as if we’ve failed ourselves. Not a good thing!
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But as 2019 begins, I have decided to change my approach to prayer. In the past, I have prayed
my daily prayers at the end of the day. I then wake up the next morning and realize I’ve fallen
asleep before finishing my petitions.
So, my resolution for 2019 is this: Begin my day with my prayers and petitions. This conversation
with our God will kick start my day with positivity, hope, and comfort, for God hears all prayers
from each of us. Not such a bad way to begin the New Year.
I encourage each of you to make a resolution, even though that seems impossible to be steadfast in the keeping of your resolution. Ask God to guide your resolution making. Think of one way
to intensify your relationship with God and one another. My choice is in prayer. Conversation with
our God might not work for you, but find something, do something. Ask God to guide you in your
resolution making.
In your resolution making, may you grow in faith and love,

Pastor Carol

Communion Training: Communion Training/Refresher Class will be held on Sunday,
February 3, during Sunday School time.

Churches United for the Homeless Shelter’s Current Needs List: *Funding for winter
overflow; *Gift cards for gas and groceries (especially places near Bright Sky Apartments);
* Diapers-size 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; *Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blankets; *Toiletries;
*Alcohol-free cold medicine; *Bath towels; *New adult underwear; *Deodorant. The most
efficient way to help is through financial donations. Donate online at churches-united.org,
or by sending your donation to: Churches United for the Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moorhead, MN
56560, 218-236-0372. Thank you!

Would you be able to donate a bit of your time once a month to help with Sunday
School?: Jennifer is in need of teachers and assistants, both adult and older children,
for the Sunday School year. Depending on the number of volunteers, you may have to
teach/assist only minimally. Please contact Jennifer at 701-241-9443. Thank you!

Please drop your winter outerwear donations off in the Elim office. All winter outwear brought to the church for this project will be donated to Open Door, which is a
non-denominational, non-profit organization, and accepts all sizes of clothing, then
disburses the clothing to individuals free-of-charge. Thank you.
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Present: LaVonne Black, Dan Rising, Cindy Wolslegel, Pastor Carol, Kjersten Nelson, John Lindstrom,
Abby D’Eustachio, Victoria Savanh, and Helen Armstrong
Not Present:
Call to order – Opening Prayer and devotions
Secretary’s Minutes: Will be approved via email.
Consent Agenda
Treasurer’s Report: The general fund has dropped by $5,300 this month, primarily due to the copier contract and the semi-annual property insurance premium. We have received $3,500 in contributions for the
furnace repair. Dan moves to accept the treasurer’s report. Helen seconds.
Learning Committee: Victoria reports that the Christmas program was a success. Sunday School is on a
break until January 6.
Worship Committee: Helen reports that we’ll be using the attendance binders beginning in January. The
committee met on Sunday, December 9. The committee discussed unlocking the church doors no more
than 45 minutes before the service when there isn’t choir. Doors can be unlocked earlier when choir practices, but unlocked doors shouldn’t be left unattended.
The committee discussed keeping the Christmas Eve service to one hour.
Robyn noted it is difficult to find fill-in organists; it would be helpful to find a more permanent fill-in organist. Diane Townsend may be available.
Choir schedules will be in the newsletter.
Property Committee: Dan reports that the furnace part has arrived; still waiting for installation. Curt is
scheduled to come back for limited service; Dan has discussed how to keep things up while he’s out.
Curt has cleaned one-third of the large fellowship hall.
Stewardship Committee: No report from Kjersten; we’ve received 20-25 pledge cards. We’ll do one more
pledge card reminder in the bulletin.
Witness Committee: No report.
Service Committee: No report.
Nurse’s report: see attached.
Helen moves to approve the consent agenda. Victoria seconds. Motion carries.
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Pastor’s Report
No weddings, funerals, baptisms
We need to make a decision on Austin Nelson’s funding. Dan notes that this money was intended to
support those who are going into the ministry and Austin no longer plans to do so. Pastor Carol
will communicate with Austin that this support will no longer be available.
Jim Wolslegel has an extra safe we can use, and we can replace the lock on the existing filing cabinet,
so we don’t need to purchase one.
Background checks will begin in January.
Offices will be closed on Christmas Day and Wednesday, December 26. Offices will be closed on New
Year’s Eve; reopened on Wednesday, January 2.
Prior Business
The council reviewed two options for continuing missionary support. The council decided to support
Katie Narum Miyamoto. Connie will include information in the January newsletter.
New Business
Committee meetings – committees are meeting, not necessarily before the council meeting. Whatever
works for each committee is fine.
Budget: Cindy directed our attention to a draft budget for 2019.
The Faith Community Nurse resigned effective 12/11.
Annual meeting will be January 27; annual reports from committees are due on January 8.
Open Discussion:
No additional discussion.
Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, January 8 at 6 pm (with Committees meeting at 5:30)

Communion Assistants:
January 6: TBD
January 13: Cindy
Meeting is Adjourned
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS: Elim is in desperate need of members of the congregation to share the Good News with our children
on the first and third Sundays of the month. If you are interested, please contact the
office at 232-2574. Thank you for your assistance in this most important church program.
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Treasurer’s Report
November, 2018

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is -$488.07. The balance at the beginning of the year was $10,141.03.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$22,968.24. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was $17,659.57. The current prior debt is now $119,748.93 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (11/12 or 91.7% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,500.00 vs. $7,167.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $12,084.00 vs. $10,136.37).
YTD pledge income is 93.55% of the budget $102,000.
YTD total income is 83.46% of the budget $145,000.00.
Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $13,984.00 vs. $15,445.04).
YTD expenses are 88.27% of the budget $167,784.00.
The utility bill for the month was $996.97. Paid copier contract of $717.01of which there was an overcharge of $343 for extra color copies. Paid the semi-annual property insurance premium of $2,815.
Had to borrow $5,500 from the memorial fund to pay the general fund expenses. Also new AED pads
were purchased for $190. The pads were paid from dedicated funds.

Meet
Our
New
Missionary

As Elim has chosen a new missionary,
you may again donate to Missionary
Support. Thank you.
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January and February Services
USHERS/GREETERS
January 6 Eston Calixte, Karen Lind
January 13 Eston Calixte
January 20 Rob Scheer, Karen Lind
January 27 Rob Scheer

USHERS/GREETERS
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24 Ryan Nagle family

LAYREADERS
January 6 Derek Miller
January 13 Frank Anderson
January 20 Elaine Fiske
January 27 Scott Strand

LAYREADERS
February 3 Betty Lindstrom
February 10 Frank Anderson
February 17
February 24 Signe Nagle

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
January 6
January 13 Cindy Wolslegel

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
February 3
February 10

FLOWERS
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

FLOWERS
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Frank Anderson

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Frank Anderson

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

FUNERAL TEAM FOR DECEMBER
FUNERAL TEAM FOR DECEMBER
Lenora Scheer, Serving Group Member, if needed Karen Lind, Serving Group Member, if needed
CHILDREN’S SERMONS
January 6
Pastor Carol
January 20
Karen Lind

CHILDREN’S SERMONS
February 3 Scott Strand
February 10 Pastor Carol

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s
honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

7

Elim Home Visitor
01/02
01/04
01/05
01/06
01/17
01/23
01/24
01/26
01/28
01/30

Gwen Pitsenbarger
Ben Davies
Greg Nelson
Evie Andring
Andrea Dick
Scott Strand
Tricia Andring
Steven Scheer
Marlys Simenson
Aaron Putz

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.

In memory of Delorea Landblom
General Fund
Music Fund
Nurse Fund
In memory of Eunice Wassberg
Nurse Fund

Lou Foley
Dan & Barb Rising
Robyn Vinje
Elaine Fiske
Robert Bagley’s

December Baptisms, Funerals,
Membership Transfers In
Membership Transfers Out
Baptisms
None in December

Funerals
None in December

Membership Transfers
Membership
in to Elim
Transfers out of Elim
None in December
None in December
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Library Lingo
New DVDs
The Incredibles: Action-packed animated adventure about the mundane and incredible lives of a house
full of superheroes. Bob Parr and his wife Helen used to be among the world's greatest crime fighters, saving
lives and battling evil on a daily basis. Fifteen years later, they have been forced to adopt civilian identities and
retreat to the suburbs where they live "normal" lives with their three kids, Violet, Dash, and Jack-Jack. Itching to
get back into action, Bob gets his chance when a mysterious communication summons him to a remote island for
a top secret assignment. He soon discovers that it will take a super family effort to rescue the world from total
destruction
Incredibles 2: Everyone’s favorite Super family is back! Helen is called on to lead a campaign to bring
Supers back, while Bob navigates the day-to-day heroics of "normal" life at home with Violet, Dash and baby
Jack-Jack -- whose superpowers are about to be discovered. Their mission is derailed, however, when a new
villain emerges with a brilliant and dangerous plot that threatens everything. But the Parrs don't shy away from a
challenge, especially with Frozone by their side. That's what makes this family so INCREDIBLE.
Christopher Robin: In this heartwarming tale from Disney, Christopher Robin, the boy who had countless adventures in the Hundred Acre Wood, has grown up and lost his way. Now it's up to his spirited and loveable stuffed animals, Winnie The Pooh, Tigger, Piglet, and the rest of the gang, to rekindle their friendship and
remind him of endless days of childlike wonder and make-believe, when doing nothing was the very best something.
Noah: Russell Crowe stars as Noah, a man chosen by God for a great task before an apocalyptic flood
destroys the world, in this film inspired by the epic story of courage, sacrifice and hope.
Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again: Join the celebration, sing and dance, and discover how it all began!
Ten years after Mamma Mia! The Movie premiered, you're invited back to the magical Greek island of Kalokairi in
an all-new musical sequel based on the songs of ABBA. Sophie is now pregnant, and like her mother Donna
(Meryl Streep), she'll need to take risks. The film's original cast returns, with new additions including Lily James
as a young Donna, Andy Garcia and Oscar winner Cher.
New Devotional
GraceLaced by Ruth Chou Simons: GraceLaced is about more than pretty florals and fanciful brushwork—it's about flourishing. This beautiful volume of seasonal devotions encourages readers to become deeply
rooted in God's faithful promises. It extends a soul-stirring invitation to draw close to God while…
RESTING in who He is
REHEARSING the truth He says about you
RESPONDING in faith to those truths
REMEMBERING His provision to sustain you, time and time
again
Who we are and who He is never changes, even though everything else rarely stays the same. Let this
book point you to truth as you journey through the changing seasons of your heart.
Thank you,
Marie Lindstrom
* some summaries provided by the book/DVD covers

Did you know …that Bethany Retirement Living now offers an upscale 55+ living option
in the Grace Pointe community. Spacious one- and two-bedroom apartments feature all
appliances, most utilities, balconies, large open floor plans, under-building parking, a
fitness center, a library, a community room, access to all the amenities the Town Center
a Bethany on 42nd, and priority to move into higher levels of care when needed. If you are tired of
mowing, painting and shoveling and wish to be part of the area’s best 55+ living opportunity, call
701.478.8910 for more information.
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Serving Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week. Following is
a schedule for the next 3 months:
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Serving Grp 1
Serving Grp 2
Serving Grp 3
Serving Grp 4

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Serving Grp 1
Serving Grp 2
Serving Grp 3
Serving Grp 4

March 3 Serving Grp 1
March 10 Serving Grp 2
March 17 Serving Grp 3
March 24 Serving Grp 4
March 31 Open
Note: When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. If a funeral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed. Please contact
the office if you have questions. Thank you.
ELCA News
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday,
January 14, at 10:00 a.m. at the
Sons of Norway.
Elizabeth Circle will meet on
Wednesday, January 16, at 10:00 at the Sons of
Norway.

Lynch, Benjamin and
Braemer, Marilea
2521 Lilac Lane No.
Fargo, ND 58102
Donovan, Kellan
Telephone numbers remain the same.

Amended Constitution: The Elim Lutheran Church Constitution
has been updated/changed. There are copies of the Proposed Constitution changes and Amendments to the Model Constitution for
Congregations from the ELCA available in the Narthex if anyone
would like to go through them. Due to postal costs, they will not be
mailed out unless someone is unable to pick it up. If you have
questions/changes, please bring them to the Annual Meeting on
January 27. Thank you.
Are you looking for a unique gift for a family member or a gift for someone?
Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at
$15-$20 each, made by Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 850-6365
for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Cindy Wolslegel, President
Dan Rising, Vice President (Property)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Victoria Savanh (Learning)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Service & Witness)
Abby D’Eustachio (Service)
John Lindstrom (Financial)
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Choir News: Choir rehearsal will be held every Sunday at 9:00. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Strand at (507) 358-4297.
Choir Schedule
(If no Sunday is listed, there is just a rehearsal.)
Date
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27
February 10
February 24
March 10
March 24
April 7
April 21
May 12

Description
Rehearsal resumes
No choir rehearsal
No choir rehearsal
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem
Choir Anthem

Notes
Scott out of town
Scott out of town

Elim Church Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8, at 6:00,
preceded by Council Committee meetings at 5:30.
Confirmation Classes will be held on Wednesday, January 9, January 16, January 23, & January 30.

Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, January 20, during the 10:00 Worship Service.
Pub Night will be held on Thursday, January 17, at 6:30 p.m. at the Boiler Room. Everyone is invited
to attend at any time.

Elim Church Annual Meeting

will be held on Sunday, January 27, following Worship.

Lines of Communication
For anyone who has questions/comments/concerns in regard to the Church and/or Worship, please
visit with the appropriate person below to be sure you get the correct information you are looking for.
If issues are of a personal nature, please visit with the individual involved. If you have any further
questions, please contact Pastor Carol or the office. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Service/Worship
Curt Meyer and
Church building/property
Bulletin
Dan Rising Cleaning
Visitation
Prayers
Helen Armstrong
Service/Worship
Personal concerns
and Robyn Vinje Bulletin
Music
Barb Rising Kitchen
Shirley Slusher Sanctuary/Sacristy
Elim Office Hours: Monday
All Church offices are closed
Tuesday:
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
January, 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4

Elim offices
closed

5
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC-1:30

6

7

8

9

10

Choir Rehearsal9:00
Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv./ Children’s
Sermon-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

Elim offices
closed

Staff Mtg11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon
Comm. Mtgs
-5:30
Church
Council-6:00
All Annual
Reports are
due

Confirmation
Class-6:00

Evergreen10:00

13

14

15

16

17

Pulpit Share
Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv.-10:00
Worship & Music
mtg.-10:45
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

Elim offices
closed
Sarah Circle-10:00

Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Elizabeth Circle-10:00
Confirmation
Class-6:00

Parkview
Terrace9:00
Golden
Living10:00
Pub Night6:30, Boiler
Room

20

21

22

23

24

Elim Worship/ Children’s Sermon/
Noisy Offering-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

Elim offices
closed

Staff mtg11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Confirmation
Class-6:00

27

28

29

30

Choir Rehearsal9:00
Elim Worship-10:00
Annual Meeting11:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

Elim offices
closed

Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Confirmation
Class-6:00

February NL
articles and
reports due
by noon today

Saturday

11

12
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC-1:30

18

19
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC-1:30

25

26
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC-1:30

31
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Elim Lutheran Church
12
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

January

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Pastor:
Office Administrator/Secretary:
Maintenance:
Music Staff: Organist
Choir Director
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