Elim Lutheran Church
Christ is our oasis

Thoughts from Pastor Carol

Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ELIM?
And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, rest on us, confirming the work that we
do. Oh, yes, Affirm the work that we do! (Psalm 90:17 Message Bible)
Fall greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
It’s hard to believe that a new school year and Fall are just on our doorsteps.
Summer certainly flew by, and now it’s time to look ahead to what’s in store for the
new 2018 – 2019 program year at Elim. There are several things happening in
September, and I am excited.
Sunday, September 9, is officially God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday throughout the entire ELCA. This Sunday used to be called Rally Sunday, but the ELCA
has prompted all our congregations to work toward improvement of living conditions
for all people. Certainly, one congregation can’t do this alone, but when more than
4 million members in nearly 10,000 congregations across the 50 states join together, an abundance of love and care for the marginalized can be accomplished.
For God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, Elim will be doing two projects where all
are invited to participate. We will be creating thank you posters for all of Fargo’s fire
stations, police agencies, and for the Fargo Sanitation crew. These jobs are often
thankless, but we want these men and women to know how much we appreciate
what they do for us. The second project is to make winter tie caps for those who do
not have adequate winter outer wear. This is a quick and fun project and our goal is
to make 15 caps that Sunday morning. (The cap project will NOT interfere with our
collection of caps and mittens at Christmastime.) Please prayerfully consider how
you can help the ELCA reach out with our hands doing the work that God has
called us to do.
Confirmation begins on Wednesday, September 12 at 6:00 PM. After two years
with no classes at Elim, we are beginning this experience again. Confirmation will
be a two-year program during the school year and will focus on Luther’s Small Catechism, what it means to be a Lutheran, Bible study, current issues for young people, and service outside our doors. Families have been contacted about those who
could be attending this program. If I missed you, I apologize. Please contact me,
and I will make sure to speak with you about our upcoming Confirmation series.
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As many of you know, our choir director, Anthony Graham, has resigned. The choir met on Sunday,
August 5, and discussed options for the group. They have decided to sing twice a month, with rehearsals at either 8:30 or 8:45 (to be determined) on Sunday mornings. A new choir director was suggested
by one of the choir members, and Scott Strand was called and accepted the position. Music is such an
important part of worship and our tradition as a Lutheran church. The plan is to use special music occasionally, when the choir is not singing. An active music program is in keeping with our history, allowing
God’s voice to speak through music.
Our missionary, Pastor Michael Fonner, has recently retired. In October, our congregation will have
the opportunity to give input on how we continue with this outreach. Do we want to continue to support
a missionary, or do we want to look at other ways we can do good outreach in this world?
We are also looking to replace our old Elim logo and the temporary logo that was created. On Sunday, September 9, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, we will have the opportunity to vote on one of three
new logos. In order to reach potential new members, it is critical to have a logo that people notice and
looks fresh, vivid, and contemporary.
Friends and Family: Hospitality Sunday will be on Sunday, September 30. This is a great chance to
invite your family, friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to our church home. There will be special activities during worship. It will be a great time to meet new friends and potential members.
Forecast: Warmth - Elim is currently working on a new community outreach project. We are collecting
new or clean, reusable winter outerwear, including jackets, coats, snow pants, mittens, gloves, hats,
scarves, and boots, sizes infant through adult, as well as hangers and unused plastic tubs. We are
looking for clothing to keep all bodies warm when the thermometer drops and the harsh winter wind
blows, as we all know it does. We are still working on distribution logistics, but we would like to begin
collecting items now, so they are ready when they are needed. Please drop your donations off in the
Elim office. A good suggestion is to check out and purchase from our local thrift stores. If you do not
have clothing to donate or are unable to stop at a thrift store, your monetary donations will be put to
good use, purchasing needed items for individuals in need.
Communion is a special gift given to all people by our Lord and Savior. Most of our children here at
Elim receive communion. With the small fish crackers. However, it is important for all people, even children, to understand what this meal means for us. We are going to have a communion learning session in January, 2019. (Please see article on p. 3 of this newsletter.)
This will be a fun experience. But also, it is a good and necessary training for all who partake of the
most holy of all gifts. More information will follow as to the exact date(s) and time(s). Questions? Talk
with Pastor Carol.
I have spoken with members who have asked me about the possibility of doing a Bible study at one
of our local pubs. This is a wonderful idea and I would love to do this. Please let me know if this is
something that interests you. The time, frequency of getting together, and logistics will be dependent on
interest shown. Please call the office and let Connie know if you’d like to participate. Also, give her some
time suggestions that could work for you. More information will be coming soon.
I don’t know about you, but I am super excited for these new happenings here at Elim. I pray that you
will take the opportunity to participate in one, any, or all these events.
Always in Christ,

Pastor Carol
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COMMUNION TRAINING
A PLACE FOR YOU
Communion is a special gift given to all people by our Lord and Savior. Most of our children here at Elim
receive communion, with the small fish crackers. However, it is important for all people, even children, to
understand what this meal means for us.
We are going to have a communion learning session in January, 2019. All are invited to attend. It will be
for children of any age, even toddlers, and it will be for adults if you would like a quick refresher course on
what the gift of Holy Communion means. Look for the sign up in November, as we will have to preorder
books. There is no charge for the course but the book costs $8 for toddlers and $5 for all others.
This will be a fun experience. But also, it is a good and necessary training for all who partake of the
most holy of all gifts. More information will follow as to the exact date(s) and time(s). Questions? Talk with
Pastor Carol.

We Need Your Vote on Elim’s New Logo: On September 9, all Elim parishioners will have the opportunity to vote on one of three new logos for Elim, all of which the Council has approved for voting purposes. With marketing as one of Pastor’s obligations when she was called, it has taken many months to
come up with a “new modern look” for Elim. Please do not forget to share your input by voting that day.
The logos up for vote are below and we are very proud to introduce 2 new logos to all of you!
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Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2
What is stewardship?
The definition of stewardship is: the responsibility of something entrusted to you. Stewardship is about
trust & responsibility. What has God entrusted to you?
Most of us have a long list of responsibilities.
We are stewards of: Work, school, education, kids, youth, health, home, spouse, family
We are stewards of: The hungry, poor, thirsty, imprisoned, elderly, oppressed, marginalized
We are stewards of: Time, talent, treasure
We are stewards of: Tithing, finance, money, investments, bills, financial planning
We are stewards of: Land, air, water, soil, crops, creation

We are stewards of: Church, church buildings, ministry and mission
We are stewards of the mysteries of God!

Elim is currently working on a new community outreach project. We
are collecting new or clean reusable winter outerwear, including
jackets, coats, snowpants, mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and boots,
sizes infant through adult, as well as hangers and unused plastic
tubs. We are looking for any clothing to keep all bodies warm when
the thermometer drops and the harsh winter wind blows, as we all
know it does. We are still working on distribution logistics, but we
would like to begin collecting items now, so they are ready when
they are needed. Please drop your donations off in the Elim office.
Check out and purchase from our local thrift stores. If you do not
have clothing to donate or are unable to stop at a thrift store, your
monetary donations will be put to good use, purchasing needed
items for individuals in need. Thank you.
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Present: Pastor Carol, Cindy Wolslegel, LaVonne Black, John Lindstrom, Dan Rising, Abby D’Eustachio,
Victoria Savanh
Not Present: Helen Armstrong, Kjersten Nelson
Meeting called to order at 6:05pm.
Secretary’s Minutes: LaVonne moves to approve with correction that the month be changed from March
to May. Dan seconds. Motion passes.
Consent Agenda:
Treasurer’s Report: attached.
Learning Committee:
Worship Committee:
Property Committee:
Stewardship Committee:
Witness Committee:
Service Committee:
Nurse’s Report: attached.
Victoria moves to accept the consent agenda. Dan seconds. Motion passes.
Pastor’s Report
3 funerals were performed
Marketing
Two colorful “Welcome” flags have been added to the property. Total cost was $150.
Received updated quotes on signs.
Still working on a design. Tabled until design has been approved.
Parking Lot
Received bid for restriping and fixing
Restriping cost would be $550
Dan motions to accept the bid from Advanced Striping & Sealcoating for $550 to be
paid from parking lot funds. This would include the addition of 6 handicapped spots.
LaVonne seconds. Motion passes.
Replacement Microphone
Pastor Carol received a quote from Tricorne Audio, Inc. for $351 for a replacement headset
microphone. Pastor Carol stated that she will plan to keep the other two headsets as emergency backups if needed.
Dan motions to authorize purchase of the new microphone. Victoria seconds. Motion
passes.
Prior Business
Street Assessment Update
Looking for an engineer to create a plat so we can propose vacating 9th street to the City Commission.
Missionary Michael Fonner Resigning
Discussing if we want to continue supporting a missionary once Michael resigns. Tabled until
fall.
New Business
Lisa Richmond: Churches United for the Homeless
Lisa met with the Church Council to talk about a program through Churches United for the Homeless
called “Make It a Home.” This program is designed to help families go from homelessness to their own
homes. It is required to have 4-6 people from the church form
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a group to work with this program with one person serving as liaison. The main goal is to help
these families become more independent. We as a church can decide how involved we
would like to be.
Will do some more discussion as a Council and with the church body to determine if
this is something we would like to pursue.
Funeral Policy
Helen Armstrong asked about developing a policy for when no funeral home is involved.
Council would like the Worship committee to sit down and discuss what they would like
to see in a policy and present it back to council for further discussion.
Water Fun Day
Victoria Savanh brought up an idea that Tricia Andring mentioned. The idea would be to invite
kids to come to church in their swimsuits and have a toy cleaning/water fun party. We
would have either a potluck, or grill hotdogs.
Pastor Carol loved the idea, and suggested to host it on a Sunday in July and invite
everyone to wear their swimsuits and cover-ups to church that day. A potluck will be
served and we will have water balloons, squirt guns, and other fun water toys to
play with. Date set for July 29th.
Open Discussion
Next Council Meeting: July 10, 2018 at 6:00pm, with Committee Meetings at 5:30pm.
Communion Assisstants:

July 1 - Betty Lindstrom
July 8 –

Meeting Is Adjourned
Minutes submitted by Victoria Savanh
March Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, July 10, 2018
6 pm
Present: Cindy Wolslegel, LaVonne Black, Kjersten Nelson, John Lindstrom, Victoria Savanh, and Helen
Armstrong
Not Present: Pastor Carol, Dan Rising, Abby D’Eustachio
Secretary’s Minutes: We will look over minutes next month.
Consent Agenda
Treasurer’s Report: attached.
Learning Committee: attached
Water Sunday is scheduled for July 29.
Worship Committee: attached.
Helen reported from tonight’s meeting in terms of creating a policy for people who don’t go through a funeral home to arrange a funeral to ensure expenses are covered. The committee plans to present a policy
for consideration next month. Friends and Family Sunday planned for September 30, special coffee hour
in the works
Property Committee: attached
Stewardship Committee: attached
Witness Committee: attached
Service Committee: attached
Nurse’s report: attached
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Pastor’s Report
Pastoral acts: none to report
Marketing: plan to have three options to consider and vote on in the fall
Update on replacement microphone – seems to be working better than the old one

Prior Business
Resignation of missionary Michael Fonner – the plan is to wait until the fall to discuss more
generally with the congregation. Does anyone have a personal connection? Discuss whether
we want to continue.
Parking Lot update – not striped yet, waiting to get handicapped spots in place. Cindy hasn’t
heard any further discussion about vacating the street, either. With changes to assessments,
there may be a delay on the project.
Funeral Policy draft – the Worship Committee will work with Pastor Carol and Connie to develop
this
Haiti trip – Pastor Carol authorized funds to purchase notebooks for the trip from the funds we
designated. Eston will be leaving on July 27.
New Business
Soiled carpet in large fellowship hall will need professional cleaning.
Open Discussion:
We turned down the Yellow Pages offer but the DEX one slipped through, so we will be paying $73/month
for that.
The church has two electric accounts; John thinks the second one is for an outdoor nightlight which is now
right above a streetlight. He is checking in to canceling this, as it is around $40/month.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, August 14 at 6 pm (with Committees meeting at 5:30)
Communion Assistants:

August 5: Connie will recruit from a list of interested people
August 12: Kjersten

Meeting is Adjourned
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten
Treasurer’s Report
June, 2018

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is 183.23. The balance at the beginning of the year was $10,141.03.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$16,752.03. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was $13,684.60. The current prior debt is now $119,748.93 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (6/12 or 50.0% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,500.00 vs. $8,503.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $12,084.00 vs. $8,875.20).
YTD pledge income is 53.15% of the budget $102,000.
YTD total income is 47.21% of the budget $145,000.00.
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,984.00 vs. $11,942.63).
YTD expenses are 50.78% of the budget $167,784.00.
The utility bill for the month was $762.13. Paid $255 to repair the lighting on the outdoor sign. This
was paid for from the Sign fund.
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Treasurer’s Report
July, 2018

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is -$336.92. The balance at the beginning of the year was $10,141.03.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$17,998.91. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was $16,752.03. The current prior debt is now $119,748.93 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (7/12 or 58.3% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,500.00 vs. $9,019.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $12,084.00 vs. $10,061.39).
YTD pledge income is 61.99% of the budget $102,000.
YTD total income is 54.15% of the budget $145,000.00.
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,984.00 vs. $11,308.27).
YTD expenses are 57.52% of the budget $167,784.00.
The utility bill for the month was $755.43. Paid $468.88 from Undesignated memorials for the CRS
annual subscription (emergency response system). A total of $997.86 from various contributions
Learning Committee Report
June, 2018

Members: Victoria Savanh (chair), Tricia Andring, Karen Lind
Tricia approached the committee chair with an idea to do a water fun day at the church. The idea is to
invite kids to come to the church in their swimsuits. We would be cleaning the toys from the nursery, followed by playing with water balloons, squirt guns, sprinklers, etc. She suggested either grilling hotdogs
or having a potluck type of meal. Victoria brought the idea up at Council on June 12. The idea was well
received from Pastor Carol. She suggested having it on a Sunday and invite every church member to
come in their swimsuits and cover-ups and host a potluck that day with summer-like foods. Date set for
July 29th.
We are still working out details for a “Pray Ground,” Currently looking in to different types of quiet toys
and activities for the kids.
Vacation Bible School is wrapping up. We had 5 children from Elim attend: Meya, Corbin, Signe, Cormac, and Eamonn. Total count of kids that attended from all three churches was 100!
Report submitted by Victoria Savanh

Learning Committee Report
July, 2018
There is no report for the month of July.
Report submitted by Victoria Savanh
Worship & Music Committee Report
June, 2018
There is nothing to report this month.
Respectfully submitted by, Helen Armstrong
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Worship & Music Committee Report
July, 2018
Present: Robin V., Shirley S., Helen A.
Helen opened with prayer.

Discussion:
Policy for funerals or memorials when a funeral home is not involved.
Robin stated that Pastor Carol & Connie were checking with other churches on their policies.
We recommended that council, after receiving this information, should establish a policy that
would include covering reimbursement for Pastor & musicians.
Friends & Family Sunday- Sept 30th.
We will ask Lavonne B to help with the planning & possibly Tricia & Jennifer also.
It was decided to have coffee hour with special treats for the children.
The question was brought to us on if there is someone in charge of instructing ushers of their duties,
especially new ones.
Next meeting: August 14th at 5:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by, Helen Armstrong
Property Committee Report
June, 2018
Plumber was called to unplug drain the handicapped bathroom.
“Welcome” signs were installed on the west and south sides of the Church as part of Pastor Carol’s new
marketing plan.
Plants and seeds planted around the church and under the church sign.
Church sign posts painted.
Cleaned up behind and alongside bushes around Church.
Two sleeping bats removed from Church. Bat guy was notified. Haven’t seen any since.
Grass sprayed for weeds and continue to water new plant growth.
Company will be striping parking lot sometime around July 1. Handicapped parking will be put in the
first 4 parking spaces on the northeast corner of the parking lot. Elim staff will then be parking in the first
4 parking spaces in the second and third rows south of handicapped parking and cement markers will be
moved to that area.
Parking areas are cleaned up when custodian is here, but garbage may be left on Saturday nights/
Sunday mornings, so he is not able to get those messes cleaned up prior to Sunday Worship.
Parking lot manager and parish secretary work together to reconcile parking lot statements and payments each month.
Continue to work on everyday duties each week.
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Future plans:
Put mulch on either side of west sidewalk into Church to finish off the beds rather than
have just black dirt.
Will put new gutters on the eaves of the Church in July.
Submitted by, Curt Meyer
Property Committee Report
July, 2018
Continue to water new plant growth.

Mulch was put on either side of west sidewalk into Church to finish off the beds.
All but 4 new gutters were put on the eaves of the Church.
Parking lot was striped. Handicapped parking was put in the first 2 parking spaces on the northeast corner of the parking lot. Elim staff will then be parking in the next 4 parking spaces and cement markers
have been moved to that area.
Parking areas are cleaned up when custodian is here, but garbage may be left on Saturday nights/
Sunday mornings, so he may not able to get those messes cleaned up prior to Sunday Worship.
Parking lot manager and parish secretary work together to reconcile parking lot statements and payments each month.
Continue to work on everyday duties each week.
Plans to be completed:
Working on pews, filling, sanding, and staining the cracks.
Replace remaining 4 gutters on the eaves of the Church in August.
Mulch will be put in flower bed on south side of Church.
Submitted by, Curt Meyer
Stewardship Committee Report
June, 2018

There is nothing to report this month.
Submitted by, Kjersten Nelson
Stewardship Committee Report
July, 2018
There is nothing to report for the month of July.
Submitted by, Kjersten Nelson
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Witness Committee Report
June, 2018
Ongoing discussion and plans of ideas (Elim’s Friends and Family Hospitality Day).
Submitted by, LaVonne Black
Witness Committee Report
July, 2018
Plans are being made for September 30, 2018, for Elim’s Friends and Family Hospitality Day.
Submitted by, LaVonne Black
Service Committee Report
June, 2018
There is nothing to report this month.
Submitted by, Abby d’Eustachio
Service Committee Report
July, 2018
There is nothing to report this month.
Submitted by, Abby d’Eustachio
FCN Monthly Report
June, 2018
Hours worked
Males
Member

82.5

6
23

Mileage

168

Sandi Kimmet

Females
20
Non-Member
3

Impact # People 169

Community Benefit (hours in Dollars) $1862.50
FCN Monthly Report
July, 2018

Hours worked: 81

Mileage:

Males:
Member:

Females: 24
Non-member: 6

12
30

Impact # (community/families/etc):

246

Sandi Kimmet

168

Money saved for community/individuals:

$2127.88

Information to Council:
1. Currrently precepting and AD to BSN nurse from Twin Cities via Concordia College, Twin Cities campus.
2. Will be precepting nursing students from Concordia Sept to Dec. 2018
3. On Federal Jury Duty Call Sept 1, 2018 to Feb 28, 2019
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Churches United for the Homeless Shelter’s Current Needs List: *Funding for winter
overflow; *Gift cards for gas and groceries (especially places near Bright Sky Apartments);
* Diapers-size 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; *Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blankets; *Toiletries;
*Alcohol-free cold medicine; *Bath towels; *New adult underwear; *Deodorant. The most
efficient way to help is through financial donations. Donate online at churches-united.org,
or by sending your donation to: Churches United for the Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No.,
Moorhead, MN 56560, 218-236-0372. Thank you!
Dear Elim Family, We would like to thank Pastor Carol, Parish Nurse Sandi, and our Elim family for your prayers of support, altar flowers, and visits to
my parents as they transitioned from Bethany Towers to Ecumen Evergreens. Dad was able to celebrate his 99th birthday at their new home!
God bless our Elim family, Karen Lind
Thanks to all Elim parishioners for your cards, words, prayers, and funeral service attendance for LaVonne Black’s sister, Betty Jane Shirley, who
recently passed away. Also, special thanks to Pastor Carol Strand for her
words and visits. You are all so special. God’s care.
Sincerely, Royce & LaVonne Black and all families

Sunday School Teachers and Assistants Needed: Jennifer is in need of teachers and
assistants, both adult and older children, for the Sunday School year. Depending on the
number of volunteers, you may have to teach/assist only minimally. Please contact Jennifer
at 701-241-9443. Thank you!

Elim is offering to each
of it’s parishioners and
families a free,
personalized funeral
planning booklet, so
your family will know
your wishes and what to
do when the time
comes. There are a
stack of these booklets
on the corner shelf in
the Narthex, so please
help yourself!

Hot off the press!
The 2018Women of the ELCA
2019 Women
of the ELCA
Elim Lutheran
Church
booklets are
2018-2019
now available. Please
pick one up
when you
Bloom
come to Worwhere God
ship.
plants you
Missionary Support: As our prior
missionary, Rev. Michael Fonner,
as resigned, we no longer have a
missionary to provide support to.
During the Church Council’s October meeting, it will be discussed on
how to proceed. Please voice your
input to a Council member or Pastor
Carol prior to October 1, so our support is being given to a project/
source that is agreeable to a majority of parishioners. Thank you.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS

Calling all people who like children and like to share the Good News. Beginning in April, we will be presenting children’s sermons two times per
month during worship on the first and third Sundays. Currently, Scott
Strand, Sandi Kimmet, and Karen Lind have volunteered, but we are asking for a few more volunteers and all those interested to help our children
learn more about Christ and the good work he does and has done for
each of us. Please sign your name to a specific date, cut out this form,
and submit it to the office, or you may also send your date request in by e-mail. Thank you everyone for
your assistance in this most important church program.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Please check the date(s) you would like to lead the Children’s Sermon. Thank you.
9/2/18 _____
9/16/18 _____
10/7/18 _____
10/21/18 _____
11/4/18 _____
11/18/18 _____

(Please cut out the
volunteer activity(s)
you would like to take
part in and return to
the office.)

PLEASE!!! WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS
FOR THESE TEAMS!!!
Funeral Team: Thank you to the volunteers we currently have for this position - Ron and
Hallie Anderson, Shirley Slusher, Curt Meyer, Lenora Scheer, Sandi Kimmet, and Karen
Lind - but we are still in need of more volunteers to serve on a funeral team on a monthly
basis. We are also asking for 1 member from the funeral’s serving group to help 1
Funeral Team member the day of the funeral. The volunteer will serve for 1 month
and the serving group member will serve for that funeral only. Before the funeral what this team of 2
-3 people would be asked to do is to be available the day of a funeral here at Elim to; 1) answer questions
of funeral directors/funeral staff, 2) assist the family in any way they need and have water available for
them, 3) show where bathrooms and other facilities can be found, 4) assist with transporting flowers before and after the Service, 5) assist individuals who need to use the elevator, 6) be sure doors are locked
and lights are turned off after everyone leaves, etc. You would be serving as an ambassador for Elim to
the individuals coming in for a funeral. If you are interested, please complete and cut out this form and
return it to the office, or you may submit your name and preferred month to serve via e-mail. The teams
will be listed in the weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters. Thank you.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Month to Volunteer ____________________________________________________________
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September and October Services
USHERS/GREETERS
September 2 Dorothy Heieie
September 9 Linda Olschlager
September 16 Scott Johnson, Rob Scheer
September 23 Dorothy Heieie
September 30 Shirley Slusher
LAYREADERS
September 2 Linda Olschlager
September 9 Frank Anderson
September 16 Lenora Scheer
September 23 Sandi Kimmet
September 30 Derek Miller
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
September 2 Linda Olschlager
September 9
FLOWERS
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Frank Anderson
Wigdahl children
Robert Littlefield family

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
September 2
September 9 On hold until new
September 16 missionary named.
September 23
September 30
FUNERAL TEAM FOR SEPTEMBER
Lenora Scheer, Service Group member

USHERS/GREETERS
October 7 Rob Scheer
October 14
October 21 Rob Scheer
October 28
LAYREADERS
October 7 Betty Lindstrom
October 14 Frank Anderson
October 21 Barb Rising
October 28 Helen Armstrong
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
October 7
October 14
FLOWERS
October 7 Jeanne Roen
October 14 Frank Anderson
October 21
October 28
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
October 7
On hold until new
October 14
missionary named.
October 21
October 28
FUNERAL TEAM FOR OCTOBER
Elaine Fiske, Service Group member
CHILDREN’S SERMONS
October 7 Scott Strand
October 21 Sandi Kimmet

CHILDREN’S SERMONS
September 2 Pastor Carol
September 16 Karen Lind
During the summer months, we will have only 1 usher at Sunday Worship. If you are attending Sunday
Worship and would like to assist the named usher, please feel free to do so. Thank you.
Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s
honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.
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August 9, 2018
Dear Church friends and partners,
“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16
This very familiar verse came to life for me
today. This morning I had the opportunity to lead devotions at the New Life Center and as we
were reading the Scriptures and the devotional, a young man interrupted and asked, “but how
can I know Jesus?” His question was answered beautifully by another guest who is a devotions
attending, Christ following, ex-con who has given his life to the Lord and to His plan.
Yes, the mission field is in a foreign land but it is also across town at 1902 3rd Avenue North – the
New Life Center. Often we talk about helping men discover value and find hope as they move
from merely surviving to truly thriving. Thankfully, it is not only a wishful conversation at the New
Life Center. We are blessed to see men stop running long enough to honestly look inward and
choose to address the issues that led to their homelessness with the help of our staff. Thanks be
to God.
We deeply appreciate your prayers, advocacy, and support! Many congregations come together
to make up the backbone of the New Life Center. Historically, as well as today, without the ministry partnership of the local Church, it is doubtful that this ministry would exist.

Please help us share the New Life Center story with your church body.
REMODEL PROGRESS – Each month we are pressing toward the completion of the remodel
and even with the construction chaos, we are still at capacity. To date the lower level dorms,
laundry, kitchen, dining room, secure entry, and case management offices are open and functional! What a blessing. Within the next few weeks the nurse’s office, medical exam room, elevator, and classrooms will be accessible. We hope to have the project wrapped up by Thanksgiving and the capital campaign for the remodel closed out on Giving Hearts Day in February
2019.
The Genesis Process is a program that we plan to launch in 2019 that addresses relapse prevention from a Biblical and neurochemical perspective. The program is widely used at Christian
rescue missions and the results are astounding. With the remodel, we will have roughly 25 individuals sharing a designated common living space for several months during their time in this intensive program.
DONATIONS – Our Thrift Store is a fully functional retail space that has the opportunity to generate revenue to assist the ongoing mission of the New Life Center. We also give away thousands
of dollars of merchandise to those in need through our voucher program. We rely on donations
of gently used clothing, furniture, and household items for our store inventory. If your church
would choose a date for donations, we would happily arrange for our truck to pick it up from your
church. We will also pick up donations from individual residences.
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VOLUNTEERING – CONSTRUCTION CLEAN UP AND MOVING BACK INTO THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES. During the first two weeks of September we are looking for many volunteers to help. Also, we are always in need of volunteers to help serve meals, organize in the
thrift store, and in the garden. An interesting fact; we have many recently retired professionals
finding a new sense of purpose as they serve as volunteers. Contact Zach at 701-235-4453x107
or zach.wigginton@fargonlc.org if individuals or groups are interested.
EVENT: MEAL AT THE MISSION – Third Thursday each month (August 16, September 20, and
October 18 from 11 am to noon). We will have lunch together, get an overview and update of the
NLC, and tour the available parts of the renovated building. Space is limited so please RSVP to
Zach at 701-235-4453x107 or zach.wigginton@fargonlc.org
EVENT: THE UNTOLD STORY – On November 15 we are hosting US Navy SEAL and author,
Chad Williams at the Avalon for our annual dessert and fundraiser. This year we will bring special
emphasis to the challenges facing homeless veterans. Our desire is to have churches consider
purchasing table partnerships and promoting individual ticket sales.
CONGREGATION UPDATE – As we look toward the Fall, we would appreciate the opportunity
to speak with you, a small group, missions board and/or give a 5 to 10-minute ministry update
during a service. Can we arrange that?
If you have any questions or would like to meet to discuss any of the above, please call me at
701-235-4453x103 or email me at jay.thoreson@fargonlc.org. I would really enjoy the chance to
visit with you.
God bless you and the ministry of your church. I am praying for you.
Jay Thoreson I Community Outreach Officer

1902 3rd Ave N | Fargo, ND 58102
701-235-4453x103 New Life Center Direct Line
jay.thoreson@fargonlc.org | www.fargonlc.org

Oak Grove Experience: As a token of Oak Grove’s appreciation for
sharing their church’s mission, they have donated 2 season passes
to their athletic events for the 2018-2019 school year to Elim. If anyone would like these passes, please contact Connie in the office, as
it’s first come, first serve. Thanks.
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09/03
09/09
09/12
09/13
09/15
09/16
09/18
09/21
09/28
09/30

September
Birthday
Blessings
to - - -

Betty Lund
Marilea Bramer
R. Austin Nelson
Dan Rising
Linnea Anderson
Jean Berg
Duane Olschlager
George Lewis
Edna Lewis
Cindy Wolslegel

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.

In Loving Memory or in Honor of
None in August.

August Baptisms, Funerals,
Membership Transfers In
Membership Transfers Out
Baptisms
None in August

Funerals
None in August

Membership Transfers
Membership
in to Elim
Transfers out of Elim
None in August
None in August

Welcome back! The library is open for business again on Sunday mornings from
9:45 – 10 a.m. and after the service until noon. The Degmar Hedin Library is located in the Naomi Larson Learning Center across from the small Fellowship Hall.
A variety of books, DVDS/videos, and cassette tapes for all ages are available to
be checked out. The return mailbox is outside the library door.
New DVDs
Coco: In this Disney-Pixar's extraordinary adventure, a boy who dreams of becoming a great musician embarks on a journey to uncover the mysteries behind his ancestor's stories and traditions. It won the Academy Award for Best Animated Feature.
Miracles from Heaven: Based on the incredible true story of the Beam family. When Christy (Jennifer Garner) discovers her 10-year-old daughter Anna has a rare, incurable disease, she becomes a ferocious advocate for her daughter's healing as she searches for a solution. After Anna has a freak accident, an extraordinary miracle unfolds in the wake of her dramatic rescue that leaves medical specialists mystified, her family
restored and their community inspired.
Wonder: Based on the New York Times bestseller, WONDER tells the incredibly inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pullman, a boy with facial differences who enters 5th grade, attending a mainstream elementary school for the first time. Julia Roberts and Owen Wilson star in this heartwarming movie.
New Book Series
The Angelic Letters Series by Henry Ripplinger is an epic, tenderhearted saga of love, angels and miracles,
which is deeply inspiring and laced with pearls of wisdom. It follows the lives of Henry Pederson and Jenny
Sarsky from the moment they meet as two fifteen year-olds in 1956, all the way to the present day over a
span of seven books. It was recently featured in an article in The Forum, which I’ve placed on the library
bulletin board.
Thank you, Marie Lindstrom

* some summaries provided by the book/DVD covers
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Nurse Notes
Sandi Kimmet, BSN, RN, FCN

September is here! Happy Fall to each of you!
September is National Courtesy Month. Please—remember to be watchful
when you are driving for all pedestrians and bike riders. It is the time of year for all drivers to
be on the alert and courteous. For all the phone calls, visits at the door, standing for a register
and waiting…one can feel tested with patience and courtesy. A 95-year old friend gave a recent suggestion for those times: say a prayer for the cashier, waiter/cook, the person calling,
for the perceived interruptions and keep praying until it is your turn; and always remember to
be polite. Give it a try! Let me know how it works for you J.

September is National Chicken Month! A breeder hen lays approximately 300 eggs per
year. It takes 21 days for eggs to hatch. The normal body temperature for a chicken is 105
degrees F. Chickens can run as fast as 9 mph. The top broiler producing states are: Georgia,
Arkansas, Alabama, North Carolina and Mississippi. Gainesville, GA, is the ‘world chicken
capital’. In 2017, 41 billion pounds of chicken product was marketed.
ORANGE SAUCED CHICKEN (serves 2)
Combine in a bowl and stir with whisk: ¼ c. orange juice, ¼ c. chicken broth, 1 Tbsp. orange
marmalade, 1 tsp. lemon juice, ¾ tsp. cornstarch, 1/8 tsp. dried/crushed rosemary and ¼ tsp
pepper. Put aside. In a non-stick skillet: spray with cooking spray, heat olive oil 1-2 Tbsp. on
medium high. Add 2 (4oz) skinless, boneless chicken breast halves that have been dredged
with 1 Tbsp. Italian seasoned breadcrumbs. Cook 3-5 minutes on each side or just until lightly
browned. Add broth mixture to the pan and cover. Decrease the heat and simmer. Stir broth
every 4-5 minutes until the chicken is done. Sprinkle with 1 tsp. parsley and serve. Can serve
with a garden salad using balsalmic vinaigrette,and/ or with teriyaki glazed carrots.
Nutrition: Calories 204
Carbohydrate 14 gm
Fiber
0.4 gm
Cholesterol
66 mg
Sodium 398mg
Calcium
27mg
Protein
27.4gm Fat
17% or 3.8gm

Did you know………that Bethany Retirement Living offers Transitional Care? If your physician recommends transitional care to help your recovery process, we can help you heal
as safely and quickly as possible. Transitional Care is available on a short-term basis for
those who are well enough to leave hospital care after an injury, illness or surgery but not
quite ready to resume all of the daily activities at home. Services include (but are not limited to) social
services, rehabilitative therapy, PT/OT/ST, diet and nutrition counseling, exercise and social programming, pharmacy services, wellness care, spiritual care and more. For more information, contact Heidi
Escobar, Director of Admissions, at 701.239-3518 or hescobar@bethanynd.org.

19

Elim Home Visitor

Service Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be
responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve and clean up on their assigned week. Following is a schedule for the next 3 months:
Sept. 2 Service Group 1
October 7 Service Group 1
November 4 Service Group 1
Sept. 9 Service Group 2
October 14 Service Group 2
November 11 Service Group 2
Sept. 16 Service Group 3
October 21 Service Group 3
November 18 Service Group 3
Sept. 23 Service Group 4
October 28 Service Group 4
November 25 Service Group 4
Sept. 30 Open
Note: When there is a funeral, one person from the Serving Group for that funeral is asked to
assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. Thank you.
The 31st Annual END Synodical Women’s Organization will take place on Saturday, September
22, 2018, at Red Willow Bible Camp in Binford, ND. Registration and coffee will begin at 8:30 a.m.
Meal tickets are $12. Please register prior to September 10. See LCW bulletin board for details and
sign-up sheet.
Tender Hearts is currently hiring individuals to come play with us! Come be part of an
amazing ministry where you get to see God's hand at work in the lives of children and their
families. We are Christ-centered, play-based, quality-rated, and family-focused. We believe
in messy play, big emotions, and undeserved grace. We believe that empowering, encouraging, challenging, and supporting our staff is just as important as caring for children. Tender Hearts is a program of The Perry Center, a home for women experiencing an unexpected pregnancy.
Our staff are hand-picked not for their diaper changing abilities, but for their character and
heart to serve God, and it truly shows. We look for people that first and foremost want to serve, and from there,
we teach you what you need to know!
We have part-time and full-time hours available beginning immediately, with starting wage of $9.00/hour. Bonus
points if you can read Bible stories in a sing-song voice, spoon feed lasagna to 2-3 babies at a time, and if you
don't mind being a human jungle gym. Free meals and snacks, no nights or weekends, casual dress, and a
super fun encouraging environment for staff. Truly, it's the best job you'll ever love.
To receive an employment application, please contact Kristen Larson at tenderhearts@perrycenter.org
or 701.373.7840.
Kristen Larson, LSW, Tender Hearts / The Perry Center, tenderhearts@perrycenter.org

Are you looking for a unique present for a family member or a gift for someone? Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, made by
Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 850-6365 for further information.
Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Cindy Wolslegel, President
Dan Rising, Vice President (Property)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Victoria Savanh (Learning)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Service & Witness)
Abby D’Eustachio (Service)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Beginning with next month’s newsletter,
we will be sending it out about a week
before the end of the month so if you
need to plan for any events listed, you
will have the opportunity to do so.
Therefore, if you have information for
the next month’s newsletter, please
submit it to the office by the 15th of the
month. Thank you!
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DON’T MISS THESE EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS ! ! !
Choir News:
Scott Strand has volunteered to fill Elim’s Choir Director position. Rehearsals will begin Sunday, September 16, at 9:00.
Elim’s Crochet Class will be held at 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 1. Beginners
and experienced crocheters welcome.

Elim Church Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 11, at 6:00,
preceded by Council Committee meetings at 5:30.
Property, Stewardship, Learning, Worship & Music, Service & Witness, Service,
and Financial Committee heads: Please have your reports in to the office by the
fifteenth of each month. This is standard procedure in order to have record of Committee activities.
If you have nothing to report, please submit your report in indicating there is nothing for that month.
Please call the office if you have questions.
Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, September 16, during the 10:00 Worship service.

Thank you to all Elim congregants for your generous offerings each week. Just a
reminder to keep up your weekly offerings when you are gone during the summer
or if you are a snowbird. If you are interested in having your donations set up automatically, please contact Connie in the office. Thank you.

Lines of Communication

For anyone who has questions/comments/concerns in regard to the Church and/or Worship, please
visit with the appropriate person below to be sure you get the correct information you are looking for.
If issues are of a personal nature, please visit with the individual involved. If you have any further
questions, please contact Pastor Carol or the office. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Service/Worship
Bulletin
Visitation
Prayers
Personal concerns
Sandi -

Visitation
Prayers
Health/medical

Elim Office Hours: Monday
Tuesday:

Curt Meyer and
Dan Rising -

Church building/property
Cleaning

Helen Armstrong
and Robyn Vinje -

Service/Worship
Bulletin
Music

Barb Rising -

Kitchen

Shirley Slusher -

Sanctuary/Sacristy

All Church offices are closed
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
FCN office hours: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
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I need your
salad and
dessert
recipes!
Please submit
them to the
office asap!
Thank you.

Bourbon Chicken

submitted by Jack Davies

Ingredients
Marinade
1/2 cup Bourbon
1/2 cup soy sauce low sodium
1/2 cup water
4 cloves garlic minced
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 tsp fresh ginger minced
2 tbsp red wine
1 tsp sesame oil
Bourbon Chicken
2 lb chicken thighs boneless and skinless, cut into smaller pieces (cut up chicken breasts
work also)
2 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp chives chopped
Instructions
1. Whisk all the marinade ingredients together in a medium bowl thoroughly. Add the chicken
pieces to the bowl, toss them around, cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least 30
minutes to overnight.
2. In a large skillet heat the olive oil over medium to high heat. Add the chicken pieces and
cook until the meat is no longer pink, about 5 minutes. Add half the marinade to the chicken
and continue cooking until the marinade turns into a thicker sauce and the chicken is fully
cooked. Should take another 5 to 10 minutes.
3. If you want some extra sauce, cook the remaining marinade in a small saucepan over
medium heat, for about 5 to 10 minutes until it reduces about half and thickens a bit.
4. Serve the chicken over rice.
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
September, 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

3

4

Elim offices
closed

FCN here-9
to 11
Staff Mtg11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Labor Day

5

6

7

University
Manor10:00

Sunday

2

Crochet
Class-10:00
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC
-1:30

Elim Wor./ Children’s
Sermon/Comm.Serv.10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

8

9

LCW Communion
Gathering9:30
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC
-1:30

God’s work. Our hands
Sunday.
Elim Wor./Blessing of
Backpacks/Comm.
Serv.-10:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30
Pastor-Conference, noon

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Elim offices
closed
Sarah Circle-10:00

FCN here9:00 to 11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon
Comm. Mtgs
-5:30
Church
Council-6:00

Confirmation
Class-6:00

Evergreen10:00

October
newsletter
articles
and reports due
by noon
today

Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC
-1:30

Choir Rehearsal-9:00
Bible Sunday
Elim Wor./Noisy Offering/Children’s Sermon.
-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

21

22

23

31 Annual
END Synodical
Wormen’s
Org.-8:30
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC
-1:30

Elim Worship-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

29

30

LLS Lay
School
Conference
-Pastor
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC
-1:30

Friends and Family
Hospitality Day
Elim Worship-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC-1:30

Pastor-Fair Hills Conference

17

18

19

20

Elim offices
closed

FCN here9:00 to 11:00
Staff Mtg11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Elizabeth Circle-10:00
Confirmation
Class-6:00

Parkview
Terrace9:00
Golden
Living10:00

24

25

26

27

Elim offices
closed

FCN here9:00 to 11:00
Staff Mtg11:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Confirmation
Class-6:00

31
Elim offices
closed

28

st

23
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Fargo, ND 58102
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www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Sandi Kimmet
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Pastor:
Office Administrator/Secretary:
Maintenance:
Faith Community Nurse :
Music Staff: Organist
Choir Director
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