
                                                                       June/July, 2017 

Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 
stewardship of our 

resources. 

Oh, there have been times in my life when I’ve run, like when I was in high 
school and I was in track. I was a thrower--shot put and discus--but the 
coach wanted to fill out the full roster for team points so I was forced to run 
the two mile.  And forced is the right word.  I used to pray for rain, and even 
do rain dances, so that meets would be cancelled and I wouldn’t have to 
run.  
  
The thing is, when you are bad at something like the 100 meter dash, you 
can only lose by so much. Your humiliation is over quickly. But when you 
are bad at the two mile, it can go on for what seems like an eternity. And I 
was bad--to the tune of being lapped a time or two in an 8 lap event.  So 
bad in fact that everyone on the field would be pulling for me. I often 
thought it was because they were all afraid I would die and it would gum up 
the rest of the meet.  
  
I tried to take up running a few years ago, completed an abysmally slow 5K, 
and in the process tore my medial meniscus and needed surgery. I think 
God was telling me something.  So now I don’t run.  
  
Even though I don’t run, I nonetheless often use running metaphors when I 
talk about a life of faith.  The Bible frequently  uses the image of running the 
race  as a comparison to a life of faith, including a call  for people of faith to 
“run the race that is set before them.”  
  
As a pastor, I will tell people that they need to practice their faith for the 
same reason that people need to train for a marathon.  You train for a 
marathon so that you are ready to go when the big day comes--you are 
prepared to face the challenge.  
  
And by practicing your faith, you are ready when there are challenges in 
life. You are prepared. But unlike training for a marathon, you don’t know 
when your challenges will come. You don’t know when you are going to 
have to rely on your faith to help you forge ahead in the face of struggle, 
heartache, and pain.  
  
But just as marathon runners have trained their muscles to deal with the 
pain, when you practice your faith through prayer, worship, service and 
devotion, you are ready to deal with whatever life throws you. Faith isn’t to 
get into heaven--that was accomplished by Jesus and his action. It is to get 
you through life. To help you run the race that is set before you.  
  

Thoughts From the Pastor..I am not a runner  
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It isn’t easy to get through a marathon--or to get through life. But if you are prepared, you are 
better able to handle it.  
  
That is why I watched with shock the YouTube video of Scott Cramer, the MSUM student who 
ran a marathon without training for it. I know Scott tangentially.  He is dating a young woman 
who is the daughter of one of my closest friends. I baptized Jaden, had her in confirmation, and 
she was president of the Philanthropy group I advised when she was in high school. So I know 
that he has good taste and must be a quality guy.  
  
But I also think he has a few rocks loose in his brain. After watching the video he made while 
running the Fargo Marathon, I think he may agree. His plan was to train for the marathon when 
he registered for it last October, but he never got around to training for it. So he decided instead 
to run it without training, and make a video of his effort.  
  
Scott survived his ordeal. At first, he was confidant--running the first 9 miles, but as time wore 
on, the reality set in, and he discovered what real pain was. However, he soldiered on, finishing 
the 26.2 miles in 6 hours and 16 minutes. Not exactly a top finisher, but a finisher nonetheless.  
  
He credits his ability to complete the race to the encouragement he received, both from the 
people along the way, who cheered him on, as well as his core supporters, Jaden, as well as his 
sister, who walked about 6 miles with him, to keep him going when he was down on himself.  
  
As I reflected on his journey and what I have often said about faith, I have decided that Scott is 
the exception who proves the rule. Scott did get through the race. But it was much harder than it 
would have been without training.  And he hurt far more than he needed to.  The pain that was 
apparent in his video the next day revealed a man who could barely move. He was literally felled 
by the race he endured.  
  
In life, that is also true. Can we get through the challenges of life without faith?  Well, sometimes 
you just have to. But if you aren’t practicing your faith those challenges will take everything out 
of you and literally drive you to your knees, unable to move forward.   
  
There is still pain when you are in shape--spiritually or physically. But the immediate and lasting 
effects of that pain allow you to cope better.  You are better prepared, far better prepared than 
Scott was.  
  
But there was one other part of this story that struck me. It was the role that Jaden and Scott’s 
sister played. Scott said he could not have made it had they not walked with him and 
encouraged him. They kept him going when he was down on himself and motivated him to finish 
the race.  
  
In Hebrews 12:1, it says that “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,

a
 and let us run 

with perseverance the race that is set before us.”   
  
As people who practice our faith, that is our job. To be encouragers, to be the cloud of 
witnesses that support and urge on others in their race, whether they are in shape or not.   
  
 

mhtml:file://C:/Users/ConnieRawls/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NDJZRV6I/June%202017%20marathon%20-%20Google%20Docs.mhtml!https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Heb_12.1-2#footnote1
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Because we are in shape for faith not just for ourselves. But for others. And it is that support 
that not only leads us through life, but helps us be part of a larger community.  
  
So I urge you today to keep in shape spiritually so you are ready for the race. Learn from Scott 
that not being in shape can make life hurt more than it needs to. And learn from Jaden that 
cheering others on can help them finish the race. And in doing that, you live out what it means 
to run the race of life.  
 
Peace, Pastor Paula 
 

☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩ 

 

 

Summer Sermon Series 

 

The unanimous choice for our worship theme this summer is “Great Old Testament Stories You 
Should Know, but Possibly Don’t.”  Each week Pastor Paula will tell a different non lectionary Old 
Testament Bible Story that rarely makes it into the Sunday school curriculum.  These will be fun, rele-
vant, and interesting stories that will have a connection to our modern day and age.  Join us this sum-
mer for an unusual series about unusual stories. On weeks when Pastor Paula is on vacation, the sup-
ply pastors will use the regular lectionary.  (It would be harder to get supply pastors if I made them do 
sermons on obscure Bible stories.) 
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On the Road Together 
On the road together is the theme for our Synod as we move forward for the next 
five years.  In preparation for moving boldly into the future, the Synod Council vot-
ed to engage in a new visioning process to chart the mission and ministry of the 
Synod over the next five years.  The result of this effort was a bold vision, strate-
gies and goals which will not only guide but inspire the ministries of the Eastern 
North Dakota Synod. 
 

Here is a summary of the initiatives, which are guided by the following ideas:  Recruit, Develop, Cultivate; 
Equip, Mentor, Grow; Care and Redeem.  In addition, all the initiatives have goals with timelines attached: 
 1.   Intentionally raise up the work we do together as a church 
 2. Increase ecumenical relationships 
 3. Implement a plan for increasing mission support and strategize additional funding streams 
  to enhance synod ministries. 
 4. Create a “Culture of Call” and examine how all the baptized are called to share the good  
  news of the gospel in our lives 
 5. Increase educational opportunities for lay and rostered leaders 
 6. Explore new ministries and assist in the work of congregational renewal 
 7. Increase efforts working towards developing multi-ethnic ministries and confronting racism 
 8. Deepen existing global partnership and explore new possibilities 
 9. Foster collegiality and increase communications with Rostered Leaders, congregations, 
  conferences and specialized and partner ministries 
 
These initiatives are for all of us, the more than 200 congregations, the lay and rostered leaders and syn-
od staff.  We are all in this effort together.  We are on the road together.   Pastor Paula 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Congratulations, Elim’s 2017 Graduates!  May God Bless You Always! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

No picture                          
available. 

Ben Lind, son of Jack and Karen Lind and grandson of Les 
and Eunice Wassberg, graduated from South Western Illinois 

College System with an Associate’s degree in Radiology       
Technology 

Alyssa Jensen, granddaughter of Duane and Becky Slusher, graduated 
from NDSU with a Zoology major 

Emily Jensen, granddaughter of Duane and Becky Slusher, will graduate 
from Fargo South High School 

Emily Martin, Elim’s past intern,             
graduated from the seminary. 

No picture           
available. 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
June   4 Karen Lind 
June 11 Rob Scheer, Scott Johnson 
June 18 Tim Johnson, Robert Turner 
June 25 Shirley Slusher, Royce Black’s 
 
LAYREADERS 
June   4 Betty Lindstrom 
June 11 Frank Anderson 
June 18 Tim Johnson 
June 25 Lenora Scheer 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
June   4 Royce Black 
June 11 Curt Meyer 
 
FLOWERS 
June   4 
June 11 Frank Anderson 
June 18 
June 25 Jeanne Roen 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
June   4 Jean Berg 
June 11 
June 18 WELCA 
June 25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS/GREETERS  
July 2   Ron & Hallie Anderson 
July 9   Rob Scheer, Lenora Scheer 
July 16   Dan & Barb Rising 
July 23  Dan & Barb Rising 
July 30  Scott Johnson 
 
LAYREADERS 
July 2   Lenora Scheer 
July 9   Frank Anderson 
July 16   Derek Miller 
July 23  Dan or Barb Rising 
July 30 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
July 2   
July 9  
 
FLOWERS 
July 2   
July 9   Frank Anderson 
July 16   
July 23  Jeanne Roen 
July 30 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
July 2   Jean Berg 
July 9   
July 16   
July 23 
July 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assistants at  June and July Services  

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even though potted 
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s 
honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church 
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to 
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for 
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.  If you wish to take the flowers home 
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them.  Thank you. 

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader. 

Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one.  If you would like to help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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May Baptisms,  Funerals, 

Membership Transfers In  

Membership Transfers Out 

Baptisms 
 
 

None in May 
 
 

  

Funerals 
 
 

None in May 

Membership Transfers 
in to Elim 

 
 None in May 

Membership        
Transfers out of Elim 

  
None in May 

June Birthday Blessings 
07/02 James Olin   
07/03 Les Wassberg    
 Kellan Lynch   
07/06 Helen Stevenson       
07/07 JoAnn Schulz   
 Kevin Stangeland   
07/08 Lauren Olschlager    
07/09 Audrey Helgeson      
07/11 Ryan Wolslegel   
07/12 Lester Henningson   
 Tom Pitsenbarger  
07/13 Eamonn Nagle       
07/14 Barbara Green 
07/15 Joseph Card 
07/16 Ashley Kunz 
07/19 Dianne Clark 
 David Dutt 
07/21 Roland Andring 
 Mavis Madsen 
07/23 Kathryn Card 
 James Gast 
07/28 Daniel Duggan 
07/29 Helen Henningson 
07/31 LaVonne Black 

 

06/03 Kellan Martinson  
06/04 Ron Anderson     
06/05 Janet Monson     
06/07 Ben Lynch    
06/09 Dorothy Bartholomay         
 Geraldine Nelson    
06/10 Chad Olschlager   
06/12 Ralph Lileks          
06/13 Cormac Nelson Nagle   
06/14 Eston Calixte    
 Andrea Wittmayer  
06/18 John Gast   
06/20 Isabelle Dutt   
06/21 Robert Littlefield 
 Kramer Schmidt 
 Jackson Morrau 
06/22 Kimberly Kemppanion 
 Kendra Block 
06/23 Dorothy Tilleraas 
06/25 Beverly Pierce 
 Arlinda Lewis 
06/26 Ann Johnson 
06/27 Luella Foley 
06/30 Sharon Gast 
 Signe Nelson Nagle  

July Birthday Blessings 
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Elim Lutheran Church Council 

April 18, 2017, Minutes 
 

Meeting Called By:  Cindy Wolslegel, at 6:08 p.m. 
Prayers & Devotion:  Pr. Paula Mehmel 
Recorder:  Tricia Andring 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Property Committee – looking at getting a new thermo-
stat in sanctuary with a code on it so only Pastor, Curt or 
Robyn can change.  Have heating times auto set as well.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT  
Marketing – Greg is going to do some design work and 
roll out in July and August.  Facebook focus.  Will work 
with Kimberly Kemppanion on target marketing.   
Position reviews – done. 
Memorial Policy  - review printed policy as presented by Pastor Paula.  Will address at next meeting 
Parking Lot -  Working on making it a better revenue source.   
Consulting Meeting – Pastor Paula is starting a service with a friend called “GPS College Navigator Con-
sultants”.  Working on helping kids with scholarships and such for college.  Free informational meeting 
with parents who are interested.  Would like to have those meetings here in church.  Dan Rising motions 
to allow pastor to have meeting.  Royce seconds. Pastor Paula will make donation to the church’s good 
Samaritan fund.   
Vacation – Will be on vacation July 9th and Sept 3rd.   
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 
Call Committee Update  - Meeting on Thursday April 20th.  MSP hopefully available for council approval 
at next meeting. 
Communication Update  

Internet.  Authorize Tricia to make the switch to Midco provided it is in the price point discussed.  
Motion by Victoria, second by Karen.  Motion carries. 

Furnace Update –  Furnace is good to go 
Faith Sharing – April 30 in conjunction with kids program.   
$1000 Savings Bond Status -  wait until memorial policy is finalized 
Youth Room – tabled for future discussion 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Room Rental – Pastor Paula would like explore possibilities of using the extra room.   
Haiti School Proposal Letter – Eston – Eston and Karen will meet and discuss ways we can potentially 
help this school. will bring to the next council meeting.   
Synod Assembly – verify assembly delegates Lenora Scheer and Cindy Wolslegel 
 
Open Discussion 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church planning outreach in The Sanctuary (Old St. Marks building) 
Bell ringing, pastors microphone, hearing devices.   

 
Next Meeting May 9th at 6:00 p.m. 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
Congregational Meeting on April 9th  2017.  Asked congregation to release funds for the repair of the fur-
nace. 
 
Royce motioned to accept, Eston seconded.  Motion carries 

Attendees - 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Cindy Wolslegel, President - Stewardship 
Royce Black, Vice-President - Property 
Tricia Andring, Secretary - Learning 
Victoria Savanh, Witness & Service 
Dan Rising, Worship & Music 
Karen Lind, Service & Witness 
Eston Calixte, Property 
 
Absent:  John Lindstrom, Treasurer 
   Marilyn Dolezal, Worship & Music 
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Treasurer’s Report, April, 2017 

By John Lindstrom 
 
The checking acct balance is $6,254.28. The balance at the beginning of the year was $7,918.31. 

General Acct Fund balance is now –$11,977.91. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was –
$12,246.25. The current prior debt is now $89,176.48 and is comprised of payables to various ded-
icated funds.  

 
 Income and Expense (4/12 or 33.3% through the year)  
 
 Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,750.00 vs. $12,695.33).  
 Monthly total income was over budget (budget $13,116.62 vs. $19,335.57).  
 YTD pledge income is at 34.6% of the budget $105,000.  
 YTD total income is at 34.9% of the budget $157,400.00. 
 Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $15,713.80 vs. $19,067.23). 
 YTD expenses are at 35.5% of the budget $188,567.00. 
 Have received $420 in YTD member contributions for missionary support.  
 Applied for and received $2,100.34 for small business health insurance credit from the Federal 

government 
 The utility bill for the month was $1,414.47. Paid $510 for the Synod Assembly registration and the 

semi-annual property insurance of $2,848.50.  Paid $901.31 to repair the automatic door opener on 
the front door and paid $5,711.50 for furnace repairs.  The door and furnace repairs were paid from 
memorial funds. 

  
 

  Ruth Franzen -  
    General Fund   Royce Black’s 
        Betty Lindstrom 
        Duane Olschlager’s 
        Jean Berg 
    Undesignated   Jim Voytovich 
        Anna Marie Johnson 
        Jim Wolslegel’s 
        Sheldon Struble’s 
        Ann Zavoral 
        Tim Jensen’s 
        Dale Vitalis’ 
    Library    Elaine Fiske 
    Bible Study   Les Wassberg’s 
    Altar Guild   Dan Rising’s 
    Foundation   Ron Anderson’s 
        Don Kounovsky’s 
    Choir    Darrell Johnson 
 
  Bernice Paulson -  
    Undesignated   Jim Voytovich 
    Altar Guild   Elaine Fiske 
    Music    Les Wassberg’s 

In Loving Memory of 
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Nurse Notes  

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN 
 
Think about this:  You are sitting with a friend for a visit.  You know that he/she had 
been ill last month, but do not know with what.  You start to ask questions to learn more.  Your friend 
looks so flustered and can’t seem to get the answers out the way he/she has in the past.  You noticed 
when you said ‘hello,’ that he/she didn’t respond like usual, but had a big smile.  If you were the person 
being visited—how would you be feeling?  The inability to communicate, to express yourself and to 
have no one understand you is a struggle.   
 
Aphagia, is a communication language disability caused by brain injury.  It is an ‘acquired’ medi-
cal condition.  In the US, it affects >2,000,000.  That roughly translates to 1 in 250 Americans.  There 
are 80,000 new diagnoses every year.  Eighty-five percent of these are caused by stroke.  Other caus-
es include:  traumatic brain injury, tumor of brain, dementia, and infections of brain.  There is a range 
to the severity, from mild to completely unable to communicate.  If affects all ages, but is found most 
often with the elderly.  The intelligence of the person with aphagia is not affected. 
 
Four areas that are looked at include:  difficulty speaking, difficulty understanding, difficulty reading, 
and difficulty writing.  It is a language communication disability.  Speech language specialists are very 
important in the treatment of those experiencing aphagia. 
 
Symptoms include:  make short or incomplete statements; make senseless statements; difficulty with 
speaking and writing; substitute one word or sound for another; speaking non-existent words; fail to 
understand other person’s statements; write senseless sentences.  The severity of the symptoms de-
pends on the extent of and location of the brain injury.  
 
How to visit someone with Aphagia? 
 -get the person’s attention before you start to talk 
 -maintain eye contact, watch for their gestures or facial expressions 
 -decrease background noise (music, other people talking, tv) 
 -keep it simple, but be sure to use adult language for adults 
 -speak in a normal voice volume 
 -decrease the rate of your speech 
 -give the person time to speak, as able; don’t rush, don’t offer words, or finish for them 
 -use drawings, gestures, facial expressions, and writing with your words 
 -ask yes and no questions; avoid ones that they must give long explanations for 
 -reach out with Christian love; stay connected in some way 
 -be patient 
 -continue your friendship; he/she needs you more than ever now! 
 -offer prayer for them and the family as they figure out this new way of living 

With the new Sanford hospital opening date approaching rapidly, they are attempting to fill positions in 
sites at the new hospital, so they will have as many experienced people in the hospital for patients on 
opening day.  Below is a list of sites where more volunteers are needed:   Hospitality; Flower Delivery; 
Guest Services-Escort; NICU-Assistant; and, Peds Day Unit (located downtown) 
These volunteer positions would not begin until July 25th (aside from NICU), when the new hospital 
opens.  If you are interested in volunteering in one of the sites listed, please let Jordyn know 
(Jordyn.olson@sanfordhealth.org, 701-280-4154).  
 
Schedule of Sanford Medical Center Fargo Grand Opening Events 
 June 22: Community Event, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. - Community open house for the public to take a 
     glance of the hospital for the first time.  Tours, programs, activities, refreshments. 
 July 24:  Ribbon Cutting, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. - Leaders will hold a ceremony the day before the 
     official opening.  There will be a press conference and brief presentation. 
 July 25:  Official Opening 
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 DID YOU KNOW…that nearly 350 volunteers assist the paid staff at Bethany 
Retirement Living?  Volunteers, representing our sponsor churches through the 
Auxiliary, as well as individuals from schools, colleges, business and the com-
munity at large, serve the residents by helping out in the Coffee Shop or the 
business office, helping with activities, serving as companions to residents, 
walking the dogs, delivering mil and countless other rewarding tasks.  If you 
want to volunteer, contact Bethany at 701.239.3246 or 701.478.8904 or visit 
Bethany’s web site at www.bethanynd.org/volunteer. 
 
Bethany Volunteer Opportunity:  Bethany Retirement Living is searching for a volunteer pianist to 
help with worship services at Bethany on University.  Services are conducted at 4:00 p.m. on Sundays in 
the Mavis Whiting Chapel.  Prelude, traditional worship music and hymns, and a postlude.  For infor-
mation, contact:  Jessica Peck, Community Life Director, Bethany on University, 701.239.3246, 
jpeck@bethanynd.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone that has supported Nokomis in past years, as well as this, 
their last year, by ordering geraniums and also for contributing to the children’s Christ-
mas gifts.  It has been sincerely appreciated by all the children and staff of Nokomis I 
and II Centers. 
 

 
Elim Volunteers are needed for the Emergency Food Pantry from July 31 through 
August 4.  If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Olschlager, 412.5625.  If 
you would like to volunteer your time, you may contact Linda or the Emergency Food 
Pantry at 237.9337.  Thank you for your assistance! 

May God Bless All Fathers! 
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Vacation Bible School will be held at Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, from June 4 – 7, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., the theme is “Pets Unleashed.”  Registration forms are available 
from Jardy or Tricia this Sunday through June 4.  The $10 registration fee per child will be 
paid by Elim.  Please turn these forms in to the above ladies or the Elim office by Sunday, 

June 4.  Volunteers are always appreciated, so please let Jardy or Tricia know if you would like to do-
nate your time to VBS. 

 
 
Worship & Music Committee Meeting will be held on Sunday, June 4, and Sunday, July 
16, at 10:45 a.m.  Dates/times are subject to change, at which time notifications will be sent 
out. 

 
 
Summer Bible Study will be held at the Fryn ’ Pan on Main in June and July: 
 June 13, 9:30 a.m., use June issue of Gather magazine.  Agenda:  election of  
  officers and LOVE offering 
 July 11, 9:30 a.m., use July/August issue of Gather magazine 
 
 

Elim Church Council Meetings:   
Tuesday, June 13, 6:00 p.m. and Tuesday, July 11, 6:00 p.m. 

Dates/times are subject to change, at which time notifications will be sent out. 
The May and June minutes (unapproved) will be available for viewing in the office.  

 
 
Theology Pub Night will be held on Tuesday, June 20, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, 
July 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler Room.   

 
 
Baseball!!!  Baseball!!!  Baseball!!!:  Pastor will be ordering tickets for a Red 
Hawks game on Tuesday, June 27, at 7:00 p.m.  The tickets are $9.00 each, so please 
call the Elim office by Sunday, June 11, if you would like a ticket reserved for you. 

DON’T MISS THESE EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS ! ! ! 

Elim Office Hours: Monday   All Church offices are closed 
   Tuesday:   8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
   Wednesday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If any person or group has an upcoming event/function in the Church and you need 
Curt’s assistance in moving tables/chairs, please give him a 1-2 day notice, so he can 
arrange his cleaning schedule around it.  If it is an emergency, he understands the 1-2 
day notice cannot be given.  You may contact him through the Church office (701) 232-
2574, or call him directly at (701) 793-6799.  Thank you. 
 

Curt’s Mail:  Curt no longer has a mail slot by the office, so if you have any mail or 
messages for him, please leave them in the office.  If the office is closed, please tape the  
envelope to the office door with Curt’s name on it, and Connie will be sure he gets it.  Thank 
you.  

Are you looking for a unique present for a family member or a gift for some-
one?  Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, made by Kim 
Olschlager.  Please call her at (701) 446-6109 for further information.  Thank you. 
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As a CUH representative, we meet occasionally at CUH to talk about progress.  Pastor 
Sue has been at CUH for one year.  It was reported that building on the new housing pro-
ject started this past March, 2017, and completion is set for March, 2018.  One of the 
goals Pastor Sue has challenged is restructuring house rules and assigning staff with new or upgraded 
positions.  On October 15th, CUH is celebrating it’s 30th anniversary, linking it to the 2017 Gourmet 
Soup Kitchen.  CUH will be hosting a Community Picnic in mid-July.  There are posters with various 
activities posted.  For further information, please contact Linda Olschlager, 412.5625. 
 
  Join Us for Bikes United:  A ride to benefit Churches United for the Homeless.  
  The ride will take place on Sunday, June 11, 2017.  The long ride begins at 8:00 a.m. 
  and the short family-friendly ride begins at 11:00 a.m.  Both rides start and end at Great 
  Northern Bicycle Company.  For questions, contact Babs Coler, bcoler@churches-
  united.org, or 218.236.0372.  To volunteer, go to http://signup.com/go/drVKnYH 
 
  Christian Music Recording Artist, Matt Maher, will be in concert on Saturday,         
  August 12, at 7:00 p.m. at Scheels Arena in Fargo.  Tickets are available exclusively 
  through tickets300.com or at the Scheels Arena box office.  Special rates available to 
  groups of 8 or more, use pro,o code:  grace.  Sponsored by the Diocese of Fargo. 
 

Churches United for the Homeless News 
by Linda Olschlager 

Current Shelter Needs (the most effective way 
to help is through financial donations): 
 
 Baby wipes 
 Diapers—size 4 & 5 
 Other items for children and adults 
 Pillows 
 Towels 
 Other household items 
 Adult Tylenol 
 Nail Clippers 
 Deoderant 
 Other hygiene/health items 
 Coffee 
 Eggs 
 Granola bars 
 Peanut butters 
 Other kitchen/community shelf items 
 Oven timers 
 Can openers 
 Silverware 
 Salt & pepper shakers 
 Other kitchen supplies 
 Move In Day Baskets (These are items that 

help residents when they are moving into new 
homes-laundry soap, toilet paper, paper tow-
els, dish soap, hand soap, kitchen/bathroom 
cleaner, sponges, waste baskets/bags, disin-
fecting wipes, and shower curtains. 

 
Please see poster on bulletin board for 

other ideas. 

Please help us with our wish list: 
  

$40,000 - meals 
 

$20,000 - public education/awareness 
 

$10,000 - technology and support;                       
hardware upgrades 

 
$5,000 - professional development/staff training 

 
$3,500 - GRH dorm upgrades 

 
$5,500 - sanitary reception furniture 

 
$1,400 - laundry determent for the year 

 
$2,558 - shelter and support services                      

for one day for all shelter guests 
 

$40 - support 1 person for one day 
 

$8,000 - duct work cleaning (completed) 

http://www.churches-united.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/logo.jpg
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Attention: Service Groups 

 
The four service groups will be responsible for Sunday snacks 
during the summer months.  Groups will be responsible to 
make coffee, set-up snacks, serve, and clean-up on their     
assigned week.  If you, or a group of friends, would like to 
serve coffee on a particular Sunday, please let Connie in the 
office know.  Sunday, July 30, is the 5th Sunday in the month, 
so it is up for grabs.  If anyone would like to volunteer to cover 
that day, please let Connie know.  Thank you. 

 
    Service Group I - June 4, July 2, August 6 
    Service Group II - June 11, July 9, August 13 
    Service Group III - June 18, July 16, August 20 
    Service Group IV - June 25, July 23, August 27 
 
 

 
 

Save These Dates and Register Early 
 

 
July 13-16, 2017 

The Tenth Triennial Gathering 
Minneapolis Convention Center 

Minneapolis, MN 
Call Julie Garrett, 701-298-6574, or Pam Nuemiller, 701-200-6035 

 
 

 
August 19, 2017 
5th Annual Women’s Retreat 
Maryvale Provincial Center 
Valley City, ND 
Call Jeanne Wobbema, 701-490-3324, or Nadine Olson, 701-680-2725 
 

 
 

September 16, 2017 
30th Annual Convention of The EaND Synodical Women’s Organization 

Faith Lutheran ELCA Church 
Valley City, ND 

Watch your WELCA units for update information 
 

 
Be A Light, No Matter What! 
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Please remember Elim is going as a group on Tuesday, June 27.   
Thank you. 
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Elim Master Calendar 

June, 2017     

 
June 1 – Thursday 
 
June 2 – Friday 

 
June 3 – Saturday 
 Graduation Reception – 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
June 4 – Sunday 
 Vacation Bible School – 6:00-8:00 p.m., Pontoppidan Lutheran Church 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim Worship & Music Committee Meeting – 10:45 a.m. 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
June 5 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 Vacation Bible School – 6:00-8:00 p.m., Pontoppidan Lutheran Church 
 
June 6 – Tuesday 
 Vacation Bible School – 6:00-8:00 p.m., Pontoppidan Lutheran Church 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
June 7 – Wednesday 
 Vacation Bible School – 6:00-8:00 p.m., Pontoppidan Lutheran Church 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
June 8 – Thursday 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
June 9 – Friday 
 
June 10 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
June 11 - Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
June 12 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 
June 13 – Tuesday 
 Summer Bible Study – 9:30 a.m., Fryn’ Pan on Main (election of officers, LOVE offering, June 

issue of Gather magazine) 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Elim Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
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 June 14 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
June 15 – Thursday 
 University Manor – 10:00 a.m. 
 
June 16 – Friday 
   

June 17 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
   
June 18 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Noisy Offering – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
June 19 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 
June 20 – Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Theology Pub Nite – 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler Room 
 
June 21 – Wednesday 
  Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
  
June 22 – Thursday 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
June 23 – Friday 
 
June 24 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
June 25 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
June 26 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 

 
June 27 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Red Hawks Game – 7:00 p.m., $9 each (let office know by June 11, if you plan to attend) 
 
June 28 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
June 29 – Thursday 
 
June 30 – Friday 
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Elim Master Calendar 

July, 2017     

 
July 1 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
July 2 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
July 3 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 
July 4 – Tuesday 
 Elim offices closed 
 Happy Independence Day 
 
July 5 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
July 6 – Thursday 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
July 7 – Friday 
 
July 8 – Saturday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
July 9 – Sunday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
July 10 – Monday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim offices closed 
 
July 11 – Tuesday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Summer Bible Study – 9:30 a.m., Fryn’ Pan on Main (election of officers, LOVE offering, July/

August issue of Gather magazine) 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Elim Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
 
July 12 – Wednesday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
July 13 – Thursday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
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July 14 – Friday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
   

July 15 – Saturday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
   

July 16 – Sunday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim Worship and Noisy Offering – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
July 17 – Monday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim offices closed 
 
July 18 – Tuesday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Theology Pub Nite – 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler Room 
 
July 19 – Wednesday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
  Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
  
July 20 – Thursday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim Call Committee Meeting 
 
July 21 – Friday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 
July 22 – Saturday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
July 23 – Sunday 
 Pastor Paula on vacation 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
July 24 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 

 
July 25 – Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
July 26 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
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July 27 – Thursday 
 University Manor – 10:00 a.m. 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
July 28 – Friday 
 
July 29 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
July 30 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
July 31 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 Emergency Food Pantry Elim Volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 

Elim Church Council Members 

 

Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Cindy Wolslegel, President (Stewardship) 
Royce Black, Vice President (Property) 

Tricia Andring, Secretary (Learning) 
Victoria Savanh (Witness & Service) 

Dan Rising (Worship & Music) 
Karen Lind (Service & Witness) 

Marilyn Dolezal (Worship & Music) 
Eston Calixte (Property) 

John Lindstrom (Financial) 
 

Please Note:  All Council reports are due in the 
Church office as soon as possible following the   
Council meeting or no later than 1 week prior to 

the current month’s Council meeting.  Thank you. 

Call Committee Members 

 

Cindy Wolslegel 
Scott Johnson 

Kimberly Kemppanion 
Linda Olschlager 

Barb Rising 
Victoria Savanh 
Lenora Scheer 
Kerri Spiering 

 

Alternates: 
Devin Dick 
Karen Lind 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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