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Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 
stewardship of our 

resources. 

It’s been a year since I came to serve as your interim pastor and it truly has been a 
joy to serve you this past year. When I first arrived, I was unsure how long I would 
remain in interim ministry, but it quickly became apparent to me that Elim was a 
wonderful congregation and it was a place where I could hopefully provide some 
concrete help as you transition between pastors.  During the past year, beyond the 
normal pastoral duties of preaching, teaching, administering the sacraments, and 
tending to pastoral needs, I have focused my energies on the 125th anniversary, 
updating Elim’s rolls, policies, constitution and procedures, working on staffing 
issues and position descriptions, stream lining and honing communication, and 
helping to smooth out issues with parking lot management.  As I’ve served here, I 
have been struck by the warm welcome that Elim provides people.  You truly are 
one of the friendliest congregations I have ever seen.  That has been apparent as 
friends of mine have visited.  Every last one of them has said the same thing 
“Wow, the people of Elim sure are friendly.”  In fact, when my friend, Kathy Coyle, 
visited on a Wednesday Lent service she posted on her Facebook page that the 
people of Elim were incredibly nice and a lot of other churches could take a lesson 
from us on how to be hospitable and welcoming.  I believe that Elim is truly a 
hidden gem in the Fargo area—a small town church in the heart of the city, where 
people really feel like they have a personal and family connection.  In the next few 
months, I will help with planning a marketing campaign so that the best kept secret 
in the Fargo Lutheran Church community can help get the word out about what a 
unique place this is.  Elim reminds me a lot of Cheers—it’s a place where 
everyone knows your name.  But the other task I have in the next few months is to 
prepare you to receive a new pastor.  The Call Committee took some time getting 
their Ministry Site Profile (MSP) together, in part because both the Synod Office 
and I suggested that it might be good to wait a bit so that I could help get a few 
things in order.  I always liken interim ministry to being a good cleaner—I go into 
the corners that might get ignored to make sure everything is in shape for the new 
pastor to move in,  This past week, the Call Committee completed that task and it 
will be presented to the Council in May for their final approval and then sent on to 
the Synod Office. At that point, the MSP will go “live”, so that pastors who are 
seeking a call can see a thumbnail description of Elim and let the Synod know if 
they are interested.  In the next few weeks, the Synod will be gathering names of 
pastors and profiles describing them for the Call Committee to review. If you have 
any pastors you would like to include in those profile, let members of the Call 
Committee (listed elsewhere in this newsletter) know so they can ask for those 
profiles, if they are available, from the Synod.  Once the Call Committee has 
reviewed the profiles, they will narrow them down and interview some of the 
candidates to see if they find a good match for Elim. They will also listen to 
sermons, check references and do a lot of other work to determine the best match 
for Elim.  This process can go very quickly or it can take a long time. It is more 
important to get the right fit for the church, so patience is required.  Once they find 
a “match”, they make a recommendation to the Council, who proceeds with putting 
together a compensation package, and once that agreement is made, the Council 
calls a congregational meeting to vote on the pastor and the compensation  

Thoughts From the Pastor  
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package, and then a time is set for a new pastor’s arrival. Even if the process went as fast as possible, 
the earliest a new pastor would arrive is for Rally Day in the fall.  However, it is also not uncommon for it 
to take some time to find the right pastor, so it could stretch on for several months longer than that. Now 
that they are getting names, the Call Committee cannot tell members of the congregation anything about 
who they are interviewing.  Confidentiality is paramount.  However, they will provide periodic updates 
about where they are in the process, how many people they have interviewed, and if there are any 
issues the church needs to address. This is an exciting time for you—your new pastor is out there and 
soon you will be meeting him or her.  We just don’t know who it is yet. This takes patience and, at times, 
it may not feel as though it is going fast enough, but rest assured, whenever your new pastor arrives, I 
am completely confidant that you will give him or her a truly wonderful welcome with a warm embrace.  
 
Peace, Pastor Paula 
 

☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩☩ 

 

 

May Sunday  Worship Schedule 

 

The themes for each week are as follows: 
 

May 7 - Our Shepherding God:  Psalm 23 
   

May 14 - A God Who Will Love Us Forever 
 

May 21 - A God Who Loves Us and Shows Us a Way 
 

May 28 - A God Who Shows Us How to Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Since You Asked…… 

 

Since You Asked….How does pastoral coverage work when you are gone?  When 
there is a need for a visit or pastoral care during my absence, our faith community nurse, 
Sandi Kimmet, is the first place to turn for support. We are fortunate to have a faith 
community nurse who can provide that support in my absence. In the event of a death during 
my mission trip in Cambodia, Pastor Joe Larson is providing coverage for me and Pastor Helen Beth 
Kuhens is back up (I always like to have back up in case a pastor has a death or need at their parish at 
the same time.) Sandi and -Connie have their contact information. Generally, they will be my “go to” 
back-ups when I am gone. 
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On the Road Together 
On the road together is the theme for our Synod as we move forward for the next 
five years.  In preparation for moving boldly into the future, the Synod Council vot-
ed to engage in a new visioning process to chart the mission and ministry of the 
Synod over the next five years.  The result of this effort was a bold vision, strate-
gies and goals which will not only guide but inspire the ministries of the Eastern 
North Dakota Synod. 
 

Here is a summary of the initiatives, which are guided by the following ideas:  Recruit, Develop, Cultivate; 
Equip, Mentor, Grow; Care and Redeem.  In addition, all the initiatives have goals with timelines attached: 
 1.   Intentionally raise up the work we do together as a church 
 2. Increase ecumenical relationships 
 3. Implement a plan for increasing mission support and strategize additional funding streams 
  to enhance synod ministries. 
 4. Create a “Culture of Call” and examine how all the baptized are called to share the good  
  news of the gospel in our lives 
 5. Increase educational opportunities for lay and rostered leaders 
 6. Explore new ministries and assist in the work of congregational renewal 
 7. Increase efforts working towards developing multi-ethnic ministries and confronting racism 
 8. Deepen existing global partnership and explore new possibilities 
 9. Foster collegiality and increase communications with Rostered Leaders, congregations, 
  conferences and specialized and partner ministries 
 
These initiatives are for all of us, the more than 200 congregations, the lay and rostered leaders and syn-
od staff.  We are all in this effort together.  We are on the road together.   Pastor Paula 
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
April 3, 2017 
 
Dear Members of Elim, 
Dear Tricia, 
 
Warm greetings from ELCA Global Mission in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
I have recently received word from the ELCA Global Mission, Global Church Sponsorship, that you have 
submitted a covenant of missionary support for mission work here in Kenya.  I thank you very much!  I am 
grateful for your interest in and commitment to ELCA Global Mission. 
 
You have received my last couple of newsletters and I will surely plan to include you in all future newslet-
ters.  If I can ever do anything additional to be a good and faithful communicator with you, please let me 
know and I will do my best. 
 
I send special thanks to Tricia Andring, who I have known from days in Vermont, for her work to facilitate 
this relationship.  Thanks, Tricia! 
 
Again, thanks so much for your support.  I believe we are stronger when we are together and your cove-
nant brings us closer together as we work together in the whole ELCA mission to share God’s love. 
 

Best wishes for your remaining days of ☩Lent, 
Pastor Michael G. Fonner 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
May   7 Eston Calixte, Shirley Slusher 
May 14 Eston Calixte, Royce Black’s 
May 21 Rob Scheer, Nagle family 
May 28 Derek Miller, Dan Rising 
 
LAYREADERS 
May   7 Betty Lindstrom 
May 14 Frank Anderson 
May 21 Kjersten Nelson 
May 28 Dan Rising 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
May   7 Dan Rising 
May 14 Royce Black 
 
FLOWERS 
May   7 
May 14 Frank Anderson 
May 21 
May 28 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
May   7 Jean Berg 
May 14 
May 21 WELCA 
May 28 
 
 
 
 
 

USHERS/GREETERS  
June   4   
June 11 Rob Scheer 
June 18 Tim Johnson, Royce Black’s 
June 25 
 
LAYREADERS 
June   4 Betty Lindstrom 
June 11 Frank Anderson 
June 18 Tim Johnson 
June 25 Lenora Scheer 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
June   4 
June 11 
 
FLOWERS 
June   4 
June 11 Frank Anderson 
June 18 
June 25 Jeanne Roen 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
June   4 Jean Berg 
June 11 
June 18 WELCA 
June 25 

Worship Assistants at  May and June Services  

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even though potted 
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s 
honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church 
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to 
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for 
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.  If you wish to take the flowers home 
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them.  Thank you. 

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader. 

Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one.  If you would like to help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  

Easter Memorial Garden Flowers 2017 
 

 Thank you to everyone for your generous donations to       
 purchase plants/flowers to decorate and make the Church 
 so beautiful for Easter!    
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05/02 Christian Dick 
05/05 LaVerne Bengtson 
05/06 Curt Meyer 
 Kimberly Jensen 
05/11 Andrew Fiske 
05/14 Marie Lindstrom 
05/16 Carol Jensen 
05/21 Elaine Fiske 
05/23 Ruth Idso 
 Charles Gast 
 Brittany Hagenson 
 Brianna Goulet 
05/26 Dorothy Heieie 
 Shirley Peterson 
05/27 Margaret Grove 
05/30 Gary Petersson 

 

April Baptisms,  Funerals, 

Membership Transfers In  

Membership Transfers Out 

Baptisms 
 
 

None in April 
 
 

  

Funerals 
 
 

Bernice Paulson 

Membership Transfers 
in to Elim 

 
 None in April 

Membership        
Transfers out of Elim 

  
None in April 

 

 
Choir Rehearsals 

 
There will be no choir rehearsals in 
May.  Rehearsals will resume the first 
Wednesday after Labor Day, Septem-
ber 6. 

May Birthday Blessings 

Memorials in April 

 

  In Memory of Mary Cossette      
     Undesignated  Royce & LaVonne Black 
 
  In Memory of Ruth Franzen  
     Choir   Richard & Jane Moll 
 
  In Memory of Jerry Johnson 
     Library   Ron & Hallie Anderson 
     Undesignated  Orville & Shirley Slusher 
 
  In Memory of Glen Olschlager 
     Missionary Support Jean Berg 
     General Fund  Orville & Shirley Slusher 

May God bless and comfort the 
family of Bernice Paulson:  May 
she rest in peace. 
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Elim Lutheran Church Council 

March 14, 2017, Minutes 
 

Meeting called by Cindy Wolslegel, 6:06 p.m. 
 
Prayers and Devotion:  Pastor Paula Mehmel 
 
Recorder:  Tricia Andring 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Opening Prayer and Devotions—Pastor Paula 
 
Secretary’s minutes - Minutes will be put in newsletter 
after corrections made and minutes approved (Newsletter 
will reflect minutes from 2 months past rather than 1 
month to allow for time of corrections).  Minutes approved as amended. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Learning Committee 
  See submitted notes.  Can we insulate pipes in Youth Room?  (Keep on agenda until 
  addressed.) 
 Worship Committee - February 26 
  - In attendance:  Tricia Andring, Robyn Vinje, Josh Johnson, Darrell Johnson, Lenora 
    Scheer, LaVonne Black, Dan Rising. 
  - Trying out 1 Communion Assistant - seemed to work well.  Continue to do this unless it 
    is a larger service. 
  - After St. Mark’s leaves, try to go to kneeling Communion every now and then.  Will look 
    at doing this after Easter. 
  - Easter lilies - thought we should try to go with lilies (possibly 6-8).  However, we can’t do  
    because of Council motion last year to get rid of lilies.  Determined this motion was made 
    because Pastor Sue and Emily were both allergic to these flowers. 
  - Dan Rising makes motion to rescind past motion to get rid of lilies.  Moves that we have 
    no more than 6 lilies and a selection of other spring flowers to make an “Easter Garden”. 
     Seconded by Cindy Wolslegel.  Motion carried. 
  - Will still have option to do memorials to contribute to Easter Garden 
  - Review usher’s “to do” list - minor changes needed with St. Mark’s leaving. 
  - Next meeting - TBA 
 Property Committee - verbal report Royce Black 
  - Handicapped door has been fixed 
  - Fire department suggested we put in a fire monitoring system.  Cost for that would be 
    $20,000-$50,000 to install.  Perhaps a fund raising for this??  Is it worth it?  We do need 
    smoke alarms. 
  - Purchase new faucets for kitchen sinks and hire someone to put them in. 
 Stewardship Committee 
 Witness Committee 
 Service Committee - oral report by Karen Lind 
  - Lenten suppers - 43 people on Wednesday, March 8.  Thankful for the help with service 
    and clean up. 
  - Service group meeting on Sunday, March 12 
   - As we transition into our own coffee hour, Barb will put coffee on in the morning.   
     Barb will order treats and keep simple.  Try for April and May and see how it  
     goes.  Serving groups still responsible for clean up and set up. 

Attendees - 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Cindy Wolslegel, President - Stewardship 
Royce Black, Vice-President - Property 
Tricia Andring, Secretary - Learning 
Victoria Savanh, Witness & Service 
Dan Rising, Worship & Music 
Karen Lind, Service & Witness 
John Lindstrom, Treasurer 
 
Absent:  Marilyn Dolezal, Worship & Music 
   Eston Calixte, Property 



Elim Home Visitor 7 

 

   - St. Mark’s providing cake for coffee hour on March 26 
   - Will have another meeting in May 
 Nurse’s Report - see attached 
 Pastor’s Report - oral report 
  - Marketing ideas starting after Easter 
  - Position reviews continue 
  - Memorial policy - will hopefully have for us next month 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 
 Call Committee - met on March 9 and moving forward.  Master Site Profile is near completion. 
 Communication Update  
  - Computer System - Connie is in contact with Rick Andring 
  - Table telephone until spring 
 Furnace Update - still waiting for warmer weather 
  - Need congregational meeting to spend Lorena Graff money on furnace.  Suggest it is 
    on April 9, as that is Palm Sunday and the Palm Sunday brunch. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Savings Bond from Littlefield family - playing phone tag with Robert - hopefully have next  
  month. 
 Faith Sharing - suggest we share stories of when God touched out lives as a “temple talk”  
  during the service.  To do after Easter.  Council agrees to continue to pursue this idea. 
 Coffee Hour - March 26 
  Serving group 3 and St. Mark’s buying the cake.  Karen to say a thank you from congre- 
  gation (Cindy Wolslegel will be absent that Sunday). 
 Flower Policy - see notes under worship committee 
 Holy Week - starting First Communion class 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
 “The Shack” movie and discussion 
 
Next Meeting:  April 18, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Communion Assistants: April   2 - Karen Lind 
    April   9 - Cindy Wolslegel 
    April 13 - kneeling Communion for Maundy Thursday 
    April 16 - Royce Black 
 
Dan Rising motions to adjourn, Karen Lind second. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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Treasurer’s Report, March, 2017 

By John Lindstrom 
 
The checking acct balance is -$1,126.09. The balance at the beginning of the year was $7,918.31. 

General Acct Fund balance is now –$12,246.25. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was –
$9,316.57. The current prior debt is now $89,176.48 and is comprised of payables to various dedi-
cated funds.  

 
 Income and Expense (3/12 or 25.0% through the year)  
 
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,750.00 vs. $8,723.00).  
 Monthly total income was over budget (budget $13,116.62 vs. $13,173.25).  
 YTD pledge income is at 22.5% of the budget $105,000.  
 YTD total income is at 22.7% of the budget $157,400.00. 
 Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $15,713.80 vs. $16,102.93). 
 YTD expenses are at 25.4% of the budget $188,567.00. 
 Have received $275 in YTD member contributions for missionary support.  
 The utility bill for the month was $1,784.47. Paid $478.05 to repair and replace emergency exit 

lights. 

Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

Sunday, April 2, 2017 
 

Attendance:  Robyn Vinje, Tricia Andring, Shirley Slusher, LaVonne Black, Pastor Paula, Dan Rising 
 
Items Discussed: 
 1.  Delivering of photo directories 
  a.  Delayed due to “No Contract” with the producing company concerning delivery time 
       frame. 
 2.  Bookmarks in hymnals     
  a.  Some need to be trimmed, others damaged too badly - will be destroyed 
 3.  Picnic - July or August 
  a.  Idea cancelled 
 4.  Accepting ideas for using the “Littlefield” 125th Anniversary Gift 
  a.  Needs to be a “lasting gift” 
 5.  Status of “125th Anniversary Booklet” 
 6.  April 30th 
  a.  Youth doing service 
 7.  May Bash on May 21 
 8.  Pastoral responsibility to be handled by Pastor Helen Beth or Pastor Joe when our Pastor  
      Is gone 
 9.  Will be presenting a revised “Usher Duties” list at next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting:  Sunday, May 7, at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Dan Rising 
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Nurse Notes  

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN 
 

May is world wide  Lyme Disease Awareness Month. 
 
 Lyme Disease is an acute inflammatory disease that is caused by the bite of an infect-
ed tick with the bacteria, Borrelia burgdorfei.  Recent CDC and state health department mes-
sages show an increase projection for our having ticks this year.  Ticks can range in sizes but 
generally the adult tick is the size of a sesame seed and the nymph tick about the size of a 
poppy seed. Not very large at all!  It is the nymphs that cause humans trouble.  They feed dur-
ing the spring and summer months.  Everyone is encouraged to use deet spray to prevent tick 
bites, to check skin every time you are out working in the yard or playing and to be aware.    
 Tick bites, if untreated, can produce a variety of symptoms, depending on the stage of 
infection.  Not every one will have the bulls eye classic rash, but 70% will.  The rash can begin 
3-30 days after the bite, along with fever, facial paralysis and swollen joints.  Later, symptoms 
(up to months or a year) include:  severe headaches, neck stiffness, more rashes, severe joint 
pain and swelling, loss of muscle tone in the face, irregular heart beat, nerve pain, shooting 
pains or numbness in hands or feet and short term memory problems.  For those who develop 
late symptoms, it can take months of checking to determine the cause of symptoms.  Many 
symptoms mimic other diseases.   
 In the US over the last few years, there has been a steady increase in reports of Lyme.  
All ages need education.  White or light clothing helps to spot the ticks on you.  Shirts tucked 
into pants and socks over the bottom of pants when out in the grasses can help to keep ticks 
off your skin.  Insect repellant can prevent the ticks from getting onto you.  Remember to 
check your house pets as well!  When returning inside, always do a check…and don’t forget to 
look at the scalp too.   
 We are already in the season of ticks….hard to believe!  The number one thing I can 
share…is be aware and keep an eye on you.    
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 Bethany Homes Inc. 
Elim Lutheran Church Delegate Report 

April 4, 2017 
 Elim Lutheran is one of 38 sponsoring ELCA congregations 
 The full packet that Bethany provided to delegates is available at the office for review if someone de-

sires.  A pictorial booklet about Grace Pointe will be included for access.  Please see Connie. 
 There have been many updates with the Bethany facilities in recent years and some are currently on-

going.   
 Facilities include: 
 - Bethany on University consists of 172 bed nursing facility (141 skilled beds and 31 transitional 
   care (TCU) beds); 67 studio and one bedroom assisted living apartments and 12 basic are studio 
   apartments in Towers II; 53 basic care studio apartments in Towers I; Bethany Personal Care  
   Services and Foundation 
 - Bethany on 42nd consists of 116 bed nursing facility (103 skilled beds and 13 TCU beds); 40 
   Senior assisted living units in Bethany Gables; 58 senior apartments in Bethany Grace Pointe 
   And Bethany’s Foundation.  Grace Pointe is the newest addition, opened in October, 2016.  It is 
   For adults ages 55 and older.  There are 5 different floor plans for apartments available, under   
   ground parking, and access to the rest of the 42nd South site.  Costs are varied, depending on  
   The size of the unit chosen, and range from $1,750 to $2,495 per month. 
 - Ethos Home Health Care, a partnership company with Knute Nelson and Eventide.  Now serving 
   60 people on a daily basis within their personal homes. 

 New Board members include:  Lianne Rockstad of Walcott and Charlotte Rusch of Fargo.  New Nomi-
nating Committee members include:  Harriet McCaul, Martha LeClerc, and Jerilynn Brantner Adams, 
all of Fargo. 

 Finances - the financial report was reviewed. 

 Concern from CEO Shawn Spelhaug:  There are more than 800 employees at the Bethany sites.  
Maintaining the employee level within the competitive health staff market in the FM area is difficult.  
The North Dakota Legislature with HB-1012 that will directly lower the funds from the state for senior 
health and facility operations (all nursing home facilities in ND!) will be affective the overall operation.  
Who will provide care for the elderly?  HB-1012, from the ND House, has been sent to the ND Senate.  
Senate committees are to be discussing this week.  Voters need to make contact with their represent-
atives as soon as possible.  The ND budget should not be based on the elimination of care for the el-
derly.  Delegates are asked to have congregation members call their representatives and senators.  
Active voters in the situation are vitally important. 

 Auxiliary membership is voluntary.  There is a need for members and a request was put out for males 
to come to volunteer as well.  If you have the ability to share your time as a volunteer, or if you want a 
tour of any of the facilities, please call Bethany at 701-239-3000. 

 
Submitted by, 
Sandi Kimmet, 2017 Elim Delegate to Bethany Board meeting 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
Did you know… 
…that Bethany Retirement Living offers Transitional Care?  If your physician rec-
ommends transitional care to help your recovery process, we can help you heal 
as safely and quickly as possible.  Transitional Care is available on a short-term 
basis for those who are well enough to leave hospital care after an injury, illness 
or surgery but not quite ready to resume all of the daily activities at home.  Ser-
vices include (but are not limited to) social services, rehabilitative therapy, PT/
OT/ST, diet and nutrition counseling, exercise and social programming, pharma-
cy services, wellness care, spiritual care and more.  For more information, con-
tact Neal Larson, Senior Executive – Admissions Coordinator at 701.239-3518 or 
nlarson@bethanynd.org. 
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Pastor Paula will be out of the office on an ELCA Mission to Cambodia from Monday, April 24, 
through Friday, May 5.  We pray for her safe journeys and a very fulfilling mission.   

 
 
Worship & Music Committee Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 7, at 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

Sarah Circle meeting on Monday, May 8, at 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway. 
 
 

Elim Church Council Meeting:   
Tuesday, May 9, 6:00 p.m. 

New Policy:  Minutes of Council will be printed after they have been approved by Council,  
so there are no minutes this month.  April minutes will be printed in June.  Thank you. 

 
 
Theology Pub Night will be held on Tuesday, May 16, at 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler 
Room.  The focus will be on prayer. 

 
 
Elizabeth Circle meeting on Wednesday, May 17, at 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway.  
 

 
Elim Lutheran Church Women will be meeting for Summer Bible Study at the 
Fry’n Pan on Main Avenue at 9:30 a.m., June 13, 2017, and July 11, 2017.  The June 
and July issues of the Gather Magazine will be used for the Bible Study.  The Love Of-
fering and Election of Officers will take place at the June meeting.  The Nominating 
Committee is LaVonne Black, Ruth Idso, and Linda Olschlager. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

DON’T MISS THESE EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS ! ! ! 

Elim Office Hours: Monday   All Church offices are closed 
   Tuesday:   8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
   Wednesday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If any person or group has an upcoming event/function in the Church and you need 
Curt’s assistance in moving tables/chairs, please give him a 1-2 day notice, so he 
can arrange his cleaning schedule around it.  If it is an emergency, he understands 
the 1-2 day notice cannot be given.  You may contact him through the Church office 
(701) 232-2574, or call him directly at (701) 793-6799.  Thank you. 

Are you looking for a unique present for a family member or 
a gift for someone?  Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 
piece puzzles for sale, made by Kim Olschlager.  Please call her 
at (701) 446-6109 for further information.  Thank you. 
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Save These Dates and Register Early 
 

July 13-16, 2017 
The Tenth Triennial Gathering 

Minneapolis Convention Center 
Minneapolis, MN 

Call Julie Garrett, 701-298-6574, or Pam Nuemiller, 701-200-6035 
 

 
August 19, 2017 
5th Annual Women’s Retreat 
Maryvale Provincial Center 
Valley City, ND 
Call Jeanne Wobbema, 701-490-3324, or Nadine Olson, 701-680-2725 
 

 
September 16, 2017 

30th Annual Convention of The EaND Synodical Women’s Organization 
Faith Lutheran ELCA Church 

Valley City, ND 
Watch your WELCA units for update information 

 
Be A Light, No Matter What! 

      
 
 
 
 
     A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales.  The teacher 
     said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human 
     because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was 
     very small.  The little girl states that Jonah was swallowed by a 
     whale.  Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not 
     swallow a human; it was physically impossible.  The little girl 
     said, “When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah.”  The teacher  
     asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?”  The little girl replied, “Then 
     you ask him.” 
 
     A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Command-
     ments with her five and six year olds.  After explaining the com-
     mandment to “honor” thy Father and they Mother, she asked, “Is 
     there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers 
     and sisters?”  From the back, one little boy (the oldest of a fami-
     ly) answered, “Thou shall not kill.” 
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It was sad to hear that Nokomis Child Care Centers I and II would be clos-
ing June 30th.  The support from Elim has been very much appreciated. 
 
Even though the Centers are closing June 30th, we intend to support the 
children and staff with our Geranium sales until that time. 
 
Orders will be taken until Sunday, May 14th.  As in the past, the plants will 
be at Elim during the week of May 15th. 
 
Sincere thank you,  Shirley Slusher 
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Elim Master Calendar 

May, 2017 
 

May 1 – Monday 
 Pastor Paula gone – ELCA Mission in Cambodia 
 Elim offices closed 
 
May 2 – Tuesday 
 Pastor Paula gone – ELCA Mission in Cambodia 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
May 3 – Wednesday 
 Pastor Paula gone – ELCA Mission in Cambodia 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
May 4 – Thursday 
 Pastor Paula gone – ELCA Mission in Cambodia 
 University Manor – 10:00 a.m. 
 
May 5 – Friday 
 Pastor Paula gone – ELCA Mission in Cambodia 
 

 May 6 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
May 7 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim Worship & Music Committee Meeting – 10:45 a.m. 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
May 8 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 Sarah Circle Meeting – 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway 
 
May 9 – Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Elim Church Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
 
May 10 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
May 11 – Thursday 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 12 – Friday 
 
May 13 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
May 14 - Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
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May 15 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 
May 16 – Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Theology Pub Nite – 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler Room.  Focus will be on prayer. 
 
May 17 – Wednesday 
 Elizabeth Circle Meeting – 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 
May 18 – Thursday 
 
May 19 – Friday 
   

May 20 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
   
May 21 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship and Noisy Offering – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim May Bash 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
 
May 22 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 
 
May 23 – Tuesday 
 New Sanford Orientation (Pastor and Sandi) 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
May 24 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
  
May 25 – Thursday 
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
May 26 – Friday 
 
May 27 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
May 28 – Sunday 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
May 29 – Monday 
 Elim offices closed 

 
May 30 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
May 31 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 p.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall 
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Elim Church Council Members 

 

Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Cindy Wolslegel, President (Stewardship) 
Royce Black, Vice President (Property) 

Tricia Andring, Secretary (Learning) 
Victoria Savanh (Witness & Service) 

Dan Rising (Worship & Music) 
Karen Lind (Service & Witness) 

Marilyn Dolezal (Worship & Music) 
Eston Calixte (Property) 

John Lindstrom (Financial) 
 

Please Note:  All Council reports are due in the 
Church office as soon as possible following the   
Council meeting or no later than 1 week prior to 

the current month’s Council meeting.  Thank you. 

Call Committee Members 

 

Cindy Wolslegel 
Scott Johnson 

Kimberly Kemppanion 
Linda Olschlager 

Barb Rising 
Victoria Savanh 
Lenora Scheer 
Kerri Spiering 

 

Alternates: 
Devin Dick 
Karen Lind 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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