Nehemiah Chapter 2 - Study Guide
“Favor AND Opposition”
Background Information
As chapter 2 begins, Nehemiah is faithfully performing his duties as cupbearer to King
Artaxerxes. As Nehemiah enters the king presence on this day, the king is going to
notice Nehemiah’s sad countenance. This is huge deal. In many ancient kingdoms, it
was illegal to be sad in the presence of the king. For Nehemiah to show sadness,
frowning before the king, it could lead to demotion, banishment, or even death.
What is going happen with Nehemiah?
Basic Outline of Today’s Study
1. Sorrow before the King (vs1-2)
2. A bold request (vs3-4)
3. God’s Favor (vs5-8)
4. The Opposition (vs9-10)
Something Helpful:

Discussion Questions:
1. What was Nehemiah’s request? Why was this so dangerous?
2. What was the Kings response?
3. How would you describe God’s favor? How does Nehemiah describe it?
4. Who was very upset about the rebuilding project (10,19,20)? What do we learn
about doing God’s work?
Reference Verses:
God’s Favor
1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there
are many adversaries.
John 16:33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.
The opposition
2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.
Luke 6:26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the
false prophets.
The Mission
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Overcoming the opposition
James 4:7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able
to bear it.

