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The Hand and Favor of the Lord 

 

 If you are a list person like me you write a daily “to-do list”. You write things down so you do not forget 
and you enjoy checking things off as you go throughout your day to feel accomplished. I love the days that I 
knock out the whole list and get a lot of things done! Each day before I start my “to-do list” I try to commit 
each item to the Lord. Things just go better when we have Christ at the center. You may hear people say when 
something goes well “the Lord’s hand was in that” or “the favor of the Lord was in that”. So how do we 
experience the “Hand and Favor of the Lord” in each and every day? I found in Ezra 7:1-10 the Lord gives us 
some tangible ways to help us experience his favor and be more efficient for the kingdom.  

 In this passage Ezra is traveling from Babylon to Jerusalem. He is making this journey while the 
Israelites are rebuilding the temple. Scholars say that this journey takes the normal man about a year to make 
this long trek. Ezra was able to complete this journey in four months. Go back and read that sentence again. 
Did you see that? He completed the journey in a third of the time a normal human could make this trip! This 
was not a simple journey either. This journey was believed to be made in the spring which in those times was a 
time of war. Therefore, his journey could be very treacherous. It was also through the terrain following the 
Tigris and Euphrates river which goes as the river goes and was not a straight line as the crow flies. All this to 
be said that this man was one tough guy. He harvested his food. He laid his head to rest in nature each night. 
Sometimes I look at the prophets as if they are a professor at a college teaching in classrooms not doing much 
physical labor. This Ezra did not follow that mold however. I envision him more like a Daniel Boone or Davey 
Crocket blazing the trail. It took a pretty tough guy to make this journey.  

 So one might ask how did he complete this journey in such a quick time frame? It seems virtually 
impossible! I would agree with you wholeheartedly there. However, in Ezra Chapter 7 there is a recipe for 
preparing yourself to receive the Lord’s favor in your daily life. Wouldn’t you like to get a years worth of work 
done in just four months? Wouldn’t you like to get a days worth of work done in a third of the time? Ezra 7:9-
10 reveals why the Lord blessed Ezra and it reads, “For on the first day of the first month he began to go up 
from Babylonia, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God was 
on him. For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his statues and rules in 
Israel.” 

 Study. Do. Teach. Ezra committed to studying the Word, doing it and teaching it to those around him. 
That is exactly why he received God’s favor and was more efficient in his daily work and his work was sufficient 
to his Creator. I believe that Converse Church of Christ can follow this model daily. Can you imagine how much 
the Lord can use us this year if we commit to the model Study, Do, Teach each and every day?  

 

      Jordan Delks, Student Minister 

 You know, sometimes in the midst of planning, visioning, executing plans, solving problems, making 

relationships work, calming nerves, striving for excellence, (on and on the list could go), we, the Body of Christ, 

can get very distracted.  We can begin to think all our busyness and the totality of our efforts are advancing the 

Kingdom, when much of what we are doing is perpetuating programming.  There are times when I push back 

from my desk and say, “wait and minute, being The Church ought to be way more simple than all this”.  And 

then, a myriad of thoughts follow that one… most of which would qualify as the musings of “carnal John”.  Here 

are a few: 

 Isn’t the mission of the church to get into the world and let them know about Jesus?  Aren’t we supposed 

be known as His disciples by the love we have for the world and each other?   Don’t we know that apart from 

HIM we can accomplish nothing?  So, do we think all the busyness of doing what we do programmatically is 

actually accomplishing the mission of the church?   

 And then, I come back to my senses, and recognize the critical linkage in all we do, and I calm down and 

get back to work. 

 Let’s keep our eyes on the ball, ok?  Let’s remember the last two huge lessons we’ve learned:  The 

Beatitudes, which lay down the fundamental planks of the kingdom of which we are a part; and The Fruits of the 

Spirit, which tell us who we are supposed to be while doing anything.   Then, let’s add to those fundamentals the 

lessons we are currently learning about evangelism…and let’s be the church! 

 Ok?  OK!!!! 

      Upward and Onward,  

        John    



CCC Attendance & Giving    

 9/2/2018 9/9/2018 9/16/2018 

Worship 451 553 540 

Life Groups 0 264 302 

General Fund, Missions & Building Fund  $   9,302.00   $    16,763.33  $12,660.71  

Designated Missions  $       780.00   $      4,785.00   $         570.00  

Ark Christian Ministries      

Easter/Thanksgiving/Other       

Total  $ 10,082.00   $    21,548.33  $13,230.71  

Miriam Circle will meet on Tuesday, 

October 2nd at 1:30pm in room 21.  

The lesson is “Women of the Cross & 

Tomb” and will be given by Dottie 

Brookshire.  Hostesses are  Carolyn 

Taskey and Joan Schaaf. 

Prayers & Praises 

Chuck Lawson—moved to IU-Ball Memorial Hospital, 2401 W .University Ave., 5th Floor, Room 

5214, Muncie 

Continue to Prayer for:   Bev Cameron, Bo Castanon, Jean Cooley, Tara Dieterman, Mary Jane 

Dill, Leeanna Fansler, Rich Gamble, Brad Harts,  The Family of Lonny Harts, Beth Holt, Larry Knee, 

John Middlesworth, Susie Middlesworth, Cynthia Mullinix, Jim Needler, Glenna Smith, Sue Smith, 

Jack Strange, Glenda Wimmer, Terry Anderson, Angie, David Bowman, Mike Cassidy, Steve Dazzell, 

Nancy Floyd, Ronda Garrett, Ron George, Betty Guy, Lori Haalck, Harley, Katie Harrison, Lowell 

Harter, Heidi, Mark Horner, Ruthie Sommers Horner, Dana Hudson, Kim Jentes, Jillian, Cooper 

Johnson, Evan Johnson, Mark Krabbe, Cindy Linn, LouAnne, Ken Machala, Sarah Matthews, Paul 

McGuire, Leo Melle, Hadlea Mendenhall, Michelle, Nancy, Nici, Ann Pond, Bob Preusz, Teresa Ratliff, 

Laudi Reffett, Fred Richards, Betty Richey, Jean Rohrer, Gina Rolfs, Scott, Michelle Scrafton, Kristy 

Sellers, Jerry Smith, Judy Smith, Dawn Staggs, Heidi Vance, Louise Warren, Suzanne Werner, 

Stephanie Walls, Jan Waters, Will & Julie White, David Christian Wittrock, Terri Zimmerman  

We are getting ready for Christmas!!  We will be 
performing “I’ll Follow the Star” written by Cindi 
Clark.  Adult Choir rehearsals start Sunday, 
September 30th, 12:00-12:45pm in the Choir 
Room.  If you’d like to be involved, please sign up 
at the Welcome Center. 

 

Parish Nurses will be  
taking  Blood Pressures   

Sunday, October 21st 
8:15-10:45am in the Foyer. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

3rd Saturday Morning Each Month 

Saturday, October 20th 

7:00-8:00am --- The Gym 

Senior Saints 

Wednesday, October 17th 

Garden Gate Greenhouse, Peru 

Bus leaves church @ 11am 

Cost:  $10/person 

Sign up in Life Group rooms, the Welcome Center or 

call the church office (395-3361). 


