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PERMIT NO. 21 

Rivers 

We drink it in, we pour it out, 

Living Water stream through us 

You wear away the hardened places, 

open channels for Your love. 

We come to You thirsty and we come away, 

come away, like rivers 

Holy Spirit. . .fill us up. . .overflowing. . .with Your love. 
 

Adam Clark, Northeast Christian Church 

Volume 9, Issue 9                                                                   September  2018     

Clear Eyes 
 

So here’s the scene: Jesus is giving his disciples and a ton of people tagging along some of the most unique 
perspectives ever shared from a mountainside. We affectionately know this chat today as The Sermon on the Mount. These 
perspectives are literally speaking a new kind of life into their souls – each and every person listening is hearing “a new 
thing.” Somewhere in between treasures in heaven and do not worry, Jesus says something that can easily be missed if we 
just skim through the Scriptural account of this event. He talks about…your eye. 
 Yep, Jesus was an eye doctor…not literally, but close enough! Let’s take a closer look at this passage: (I know, I’m 
shameless) 
 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are 
unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness!” (Matthew 6:22-23) 
 The NASB version says, “If your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light…”. What’s Jesus saying? That we 
need to be sure to reschedule that eye exam right away? That we need glasses? Nope, He was talking about something 
way more impactful than your physical eyesight. He was talking about the way you see. 
 This passage is often brought up when talking about sin and keeping things from your eyes that will damage your 
inner man, and rightly so. Why would we let anything into our eye-gate that Jesus paid a price to keep out? But I believe 
Jesus was also making a HUGE point here that is easy to miss, or even dismiss: we must see properly. It’s not just about 
what we see, it’s mostly about how we see.  
 Let me explain: “Jesus said, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:37) 
 It comes down to this: you can’t love your neighbor very well unless you love yourself. You have to know who you 
are in Christ, that you’re not a hopeless sinner but a justified saint. Once you know who you are, you can love others 
through that eye. You can also love God well through that eye. 

Get this: a clear eye empowers you to see God well, which empowers you see you well, which empowers you to 
see others well. 

You can’t love yourself and others through the lens of condemnation, so you need to see God through a clear eye – 
that He’s for you, not against you. That He’s wild about you. That He’s called you out of darkness and into His marvelous 
light. That His thoughts for you outnumber the grains of sand on the seashore. (by the way, there are over 1 billion grains 
of sand in just 1 cubic foot of the seashore, so how many are on the whole shore?) 

When you start to see God clearly (by getting to know Him by spending time with Him personally, of course) then 
you’ll naturally begin to see yourself clearly. That you’re chosen, not forsaken. You’re righteousness revealed on the earth. 
You’re clean and forgiven, given a new spirit, the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead! You’re awesome. God 
designed you that way. 

When that becomes real to you, it’ll be way more natural to love others because you’ll see them with a clear eye 
too, the way God sees them – as children of God, His design, His masterpiece, each with a plan and purpose from God’s 
own mind. From the drug addict to the billionaire, each one is equally worth Jesus’ blood. 

Do you see the importance of a clear eye? Let’s press into that together as we ask God to give us a healthy eye – 
toward Him, toward ourselves, and toward others. 
       Shane 



CCC Attendance & Giving      

 7/29/2018 8/5/2018 8/12/2018 8/19/2018 8/26/2018 

Worship 448 473 531 607 493 

Life Groups 220 249 317 290 298 

General Fund, Missions & Building Fund  $   8,135.00   $    20,154.97  $13,426.00   $ 13,668.75   $   8,477.95  

Designated Missions  $   2,789.00   $      4,035.00   $      2,686.80   $       745.00   $       480.00  

Ark Christian Ministries          

Easter/Thanksgiving/Other  $       222.69          

Total  $ 11,146.69   $    24,189.97  $16,112.80   $ 14,413.75   $   8,957.95  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

3rd Saturday Morning Each Month 

Saturday, September 15th 

7:00-8:00am --- The Gym 

Financial Peace University 

Mondays — Sept 10—Nov  5 

6:30pm ~~ Room 21 

Visit Brian Pence in the Gym for more information or  

contact him at brianpence62@yahoo.com 

Prayers & Praises 

Bo Castanon—recovering from eye surgery 
Glenda Wimmer—scheduled for surgery Friday, August 31st 
Chuck Lawson—scheduled to be transferred from Marion General Hospital to IU Medical Center, Indianapolis 
Rich Gamble 
 
Continue to Prayer for:  Jean Cooley, Tara Dieterman, Mary Jane Dill, Leeanna Fansler, Brad Harts, 
Lonny Harts, Beth Holt, Larry Knee, John Middlesworth, Susie Middlesworth, Cynthia Mullinix, Jim Needler, 
Glenna Smith, Sue Smith, Jack Strange, Terry Anderson, Angie, David Bowman, Mike Cassidy, Steve Dazzell, 
Nancy Floyd, Ronda Garrett, Ron George, Betty Guy, Lori Haalck, Harley, Katie Harrison, Lowell Harter, Heidi, 
Mark Horner, Ruthie Sommers Horner, Dana Hudson, Kim Jentes, Jillian, Cooper Johnson, Evan Johnson, Mark 
Krabbe, Cindy Linn, LouAnne, Ken Machala, Sarah Matthews, Paul McGuire, Leo Melle, Hadlea Mendenhall, 
Michelle, Nancy, Nici, Ann Pond, Bob Preusz, Teresa Ratliff, Laudi Reffett, Fred Richards, Betty Richey, Jean 
Rohrer, Gina Rolfs, Scott, Michelle Scrafton, Kristy Sellers, Jerry Smith, Judy Smith, Dawn Staggs, Heidi Vance, 
Louise Warren, Suzanne Werner, Stephanie Walls, Jan Waters, Will & Julie White, David Christian Wittrock, 
Terri Zimmerman  

Miriam Circle will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 

4th at 1:30pm in room 21.  The lesson is 

“Priscilla” and will be given by Sharon 

Colglazier.  Hostess is Catherine Johnson. 

Ladies Bible Study 

“The Broken Way” 
by Ann Voskamp 

6 Tuesdays beginning 

September 4th 

7:00pm—Room 23 

Sign up at Welcome Center 

Resource books are $13.25 

Marcus & Arin Corn 

missionaries in Haiti 

will be sharing 

during the 1st worship hour 

Sunday, September 9th 

and in the Gym between  

worship services 

Save the Date: 

October 18th 

Fall Break Event at the Ark C.M. 

An all-day event 


