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Sometimes we may begin to think our relationship to God is less than interactive.  If God knows everything 
before it happens, how can He be surprised by any of the choices we make?  How can we love Him back on 
our own initiative if every initiative we take is something known by Him?  How do we ever please Him?  Does 
He ever take pride in us?  Does His foreknowledge make Him into a dispassionate, robot-like Governor of 
time, space and history?   
 
And so we might ask, why pray?  We seek His face?  Why listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit?   
 
Let me ask you a few questions: 
 
Do you think just because I know ahead of time, several of my grandkids are going to snuggle up to me on 
the couch when they come to see me, I get more or less pleasure from them doing so?  Don’t you think 
knowing ahead of time actually increases the anticipation and then the actual pleasure when what I know 
will happen, does?  Do you think the interactivity in their love for me and my love for them is diminished by 
my foreknowledge?  I can tell you, it’s not!!! 
 
And so it is with our walk with God.  On three occasions the Book of Romans speaks about our ability to be 
pleasing to God.  (12:1; 12:2; and 14:19).  One of my favorite verses from Psalms is in 19:14:  May the words 
of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing to you, Oh Lord, my Rock, and Redeemer!   
 
Even though He knows, He is still pleased!  And personally, I think He is even more pleased when what He  
knows will happen, happens!  We should never think that our relationship to God lacks interactivity!  We 
should pray; we should seek His face; we should listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit!  He is pleased when 
we do! 
 
      Upward and Onward,  
  

         John   

A few years back, when Melissa and I still lived in Anderson, I was on my way home from a day 
volunteering at The Ark and stopped to get some gas in Swayzee. I was riding my motorcycle at the 
time, a 1987 Honda Shadow 700, and had a backpack slung across my shoulders. Once I shut off the 
engine and put down the kickstand, I fumbled around in my backpack for my wallet. As I dug deeper, 
my hands wrapped around, not my wallet, but the rotten gooey remnants of a banana I had long 
forgotten I’d thrown in for a quick snack after a workout weeks before! I pulled my sticky and now-
rotten-fruit-covered-stinky hand out of the bag and prayed the often empty blue paper towel 
dispenser was stocked! 
 
I’m sure you’ve had a similar experience. Maybe not in a backpack, and maybe not because you were 
forgetful, but I know we’ve all encountered bad fruit at one time or another. Maybe at the grocery 
store, the farmer’s market, or even the bottom drawer of your refrigerator! Our response is probably 
similar too. NO ONE likes bad fruit. It corrupts the other food around it, smells bad, and is just 
generally disgusting.  
 
Jesus didn’t like bad fruit either. Listen to His words in Luke 6:43: “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor 
does a bad tree bear good fruit.” And again in Matthew 7:19: “So every good tree bears good fruit, 
and the bad tree bears bad fruit.” He also knows what to do with trees that don’t bear good fruit. He 
tells us in Matthew 3:10 that “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” Clearly Jesus understood we 
need good trees to bear good fruit, bad trees get burned up, and He also knows how to get trees 
that bear good fruit. Here is His grand gardening idea: Stay connected to the vine! That’s it. All that is 
needed for us to bear GOOD SPIRITUAL FRUIT is to stay connected to Him. He even says God will help 
us bear more and more fruit by pruning and shaping us into the best “trees” or vines we can be. That 
can’t happen though, if we don’t stay connected to Jesus, the “True Vine.”  
 
This week, go back and re-read John 15 and consider how well you are doing at staying connected to 
Jesus. As a church, we’ve been focusing on bearing the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives, and we can’t 
even begin to bear the fruit He requires if we don’t stay connected to Him. I don’t want to be guilty 
of bearing rotten, smelly, worthless fruit, and I’m sure you don’t either. If you’re feeling a bit like 
your fruit might not be all that it should be, check your connection to the Vine.  
 
       Joe 



Prayers & Praises  

Scott—nephew of Robyn Todd 
Continue to pray for:   The Family of Tom Biggs, Jean Cooley, Tara Dieterman. Mary Jane Dill, LeeAnna Fansler, 
Madison Fox, Brad Harts, Lonny Harts, Beth Holt, Larry Knee, Chuck Lawson, John Middlesworth,  Susie 
Middlesworth, Cynthia Mullinix, Jim Needler, Glenna Smith, Sue Smith, Jack Strange, Joe Whitesel, Glenda 
Wimmer, Terry Anderson, Angie, David Bowman, Mike Cassidy, Bo Castanon, Steve Dazzell, Marcia Ertel, Nancy 
Floyd, Ronda Garrett, Ron George, Betty Guy, Lori Haalck, Harley, Katie Harrison, Lowell Harter, Heidi, Mark 
Horner, Ruthie Sommers Horner, Dana Hudson, Carolyn Hunt, Kim Jentes, Jillian, Cooper Johnson, Evan 
Johnson, Mark Krabbe, Cindy Linn, LouAnne, Ken Machala, Sarah Matthews, Paul McGuire, Leo Melle, Hadlea 
Mendenhall, Michelle, Nancy, Nici, Sara Patterson,  Ann Pond, Bob Preusz, Teresa Ratliff, Laudi Reffett, Fred 
Richards, Betty Richey, Jean Rohrer, Gina Rolfs, Michelle Scrafton, Kristy Sellers, Jerry Smith, Judy Smith, Dawn 
Staggs, Kathy Tyler, Heidi Vance, Louise Warren, Suzanne Werner, Stephanie Walls, Jan Waters, Will & Julie 
White, David Christian Wittrock, Teri Zimmerman 

Parish Nurses will be  
taking  Blood Pressures   
Sunday, August 19th 

8:15-10:45am in the Foyer. 

CCC Attendance & Giving     

 7/1/2018 7/8/2018 7/15/2018 7/22/2018 

Worship 483 477 422 501 

Life Groups 235 252 237 320 

General Fund, Missions & Building Fund  $ 12,396.00  $15,481.00   $   13,285.00   $ 10,244.08  

Designated Missions  $   1,435.00   $   1,829.32   $      1,595.00   $ 10,650.00  

Ark Christian Ministries        

Easter/Thanksgiving/Other         

Total  $ 13,831.00  $17,310.32   $   14,880.00   $ 20,894.08  

Senior Saints Bus Trip 
“Stolen” 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 
8:30am-6:30pm 

Blue Gate theater, Shipshewana 
Tickets—$55/person 

Available at the Welcome Center 

Ladies Bible Study 
“The Broken Way” 
by Ann Voskamp 

 

6 Tuesdays 
beginning 

September 9th 
7:00pm — Room 23 

 

Resource book 
available at the 

Welcome Center 
August 19th 

2018-19 Memorial Scholarship Recipients 
 
Elissa Austin  Anderson University 
Joel Durkes  IUPUI 
Lorraine Gamble Bethel College 
Isaac Slaughter Indiana Wesleyan 
        University 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
3rd Saturday Morning Each Month 

Saturday, August 18th 
7:00-8:00am --- The Gym 

Contact Josh Mast for more information 


