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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
18444 Old Glenn Highway - PO Box 670150   

Chugiak, Alaska  99567 
907-688-2157  |  www.orlc-ak.org 

Ericka Stoltenberg (Office/Youth): office@orlc-ak.org 
Pastor James: pastorjames@orlc-ak.org  |  907-310-0342 (cell)  

Deaconess Brittany Baumgartner (Family Life Director): britt@orlc-ak.org 
Sam Chang and Seng Chang - Deacons 

 
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9am-2pm   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning and Welcome!  What a great joy to have you here with us today praising God and 
receiving His gifts!  Please join us for refreshments and a time of fellowship right after church.  If 
you are a guest or visiting with us, please do sign our guest register located in the narthex—we’d 
love to connect.  Should you need it, there is a “cry room” next to the church office on the main 
level.  Feel free to ask an usher if you need assistance.  Welcome! 
 
A Word about Holy Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper every Sunday at ORLC.  In this meal, instituted by the Lord 
Himself, we receive the True Body and True Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We believe that the Lord is 
truly present during this Holy Meal, and we approach the altar in humility and gratitude.  Baptized 
believers in Christ who also believe and confess this are welcome to commune. 
 

COMMUNION CUPS The cups directly behind the white markers are alcohol-free. 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Available upon request; simply ask the pastor or an elder. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Creative Service 

 
AS WE GATHER   God's Word causes divisions between people of faith and those who reject it. 
Jesus foretold that the dividing line would come even in the middle of families. The division 
even runs inside us, as we are both saints and sinners at the same time. We can be like the 
people of Jeremiah's day, listening only to the false prophets who say we have done nothing 
wrong. But then the Holy Spirit awakens the faith it has given us, and, surrounded by that 
great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 11:12), we turn our eyes to Jesus and His cross, where we 
find strength each day, relying on the forgiveness He won for us there. 
 

Our Mission: 
 

True to God’s Word, We Walk with Christ: 
Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Sharing. 
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Call to Worship – Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn 

When Morning Gilds the Skies LSB 807 

 
Invocation 
 Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Congregation:  Amen. 
 

P:   Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely. 

C:   Let us look to Jesus, who endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2, adapted 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P:   By faith Abraham, when tested, was willing to offer up Isaac because he believed 

God would raise him from the dead. Hebrews 11:17-19 
C:   We confess that we have avoided many circumstances which might cause us hurt 

or sorrow, preferring easier roads and quieter paths. Forgive us, Lord, and 
strengthen our faith.  

P:   By faith Moses chose to be mistreated with God's people rather than enjoying the 
treasures of Egypt and the pleasures of sin. Hebrews 11:24-25 

C:   We confess that we have put higher value on worldly wealth, easy living, and the 
approval of our friends than we have on standing with our Savior. Forgive us, 
Lord, and strengthen our faith. 

P:   By faith people throughout the centuries have endured injustice, oppression, 
imprisonment, and death rather than renouncing their Lord Hebrews 11:32ff 

C:   We confess that we have preferred to turn blind eyes as our brothers and sisters in 
the faith have stood up for their Lord, deciding to watch silently from the 
sidelines. Forgive us, Lord, and strengthen our faith. 

P:   Look to Jesus! For us and our salvation He endured the cross, rose victorious over 
sin, death, and the power of the devil, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God.  Hebrews 12:2, adapted  

 For His sake our heavenly Father has had mercy on us. Through Word and 
Sacrament the Holy Spirit has worked faith in our hearts that we may look to Jesus 
in every time of trial. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm ~ 119:81-88  
P:   My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
  but I have put my hope in your word. 
C:  My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 
  I say, “When will you comfort me?” 
P:   Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, 
  I do not forget your decrees.  
C:  How long must your servant wait? 
  When will you punish my persecutors? 
P:   The arrogant dig pitfalls for me, 
  contrary to your law.  
C:  All your commands are trustworthy; 
  help me, for men persecute me without cause. 
P:   They almost wiped me from the earth, 
  but I have not forsaken your precepts.  
C:  Preserve my life according to your love, 
  and I will obey the statutes of your mouth. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

P:   Let us pray.  Heavenly Father and Lord of all, opposition and conflict are 
everywhere.  Through Your Word and the great cloud of witnesses who have gone 
before us, open our eyes to follow Jesus and open our ears to listen to His Word of  

 forgiveness and grace; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:   Amen. 
 

The First Reading……...…..……………..……..……..……..………...... Jeremiah 23:16-29 
 (False Prophets; p.661 of your pew bible) 
 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Do not listen to what the prophets are 
prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, 
not from the mouth of the LORD. 17 They keep saying to those who despise me, 'The LORD 
says: You will have peace.' And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say, 
'No harm will come to you.' 18 But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD to see 
or to hear his word? Who has listened and heard his word?  

19 See, the storm of the LORD will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the 
heads of the wicked. 20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes 
the purposes of his heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. 21 I did not send 
these prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they 
have prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my 
words to my people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil 
deeds. 23 "Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away? 24 Can 
anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill 
heaven and earth?" declares the LORD.  

25 "I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, 'I had a 
dream! I had a dream!' 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, 
who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one 
another will make my people forget my name, just as their fathers forgot my name through 
Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has 
my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?" declares the LORD. 29 "Is 
not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 
 Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord.  

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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The Epistle Reading…………………………………...…………… Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 
 (Cloud of Witnesses; p.1016 of your pew bible) 

 

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had 
said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19 Abraham reasoned 
that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from 
death. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, 
when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top 
of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 

 23 By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw 
he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, 
when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25 He chose 
to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 
treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, 
not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith 
he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn 
would not touch the firstborn of Israel.  

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the 
Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the 
people had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because 
she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel Reading………………………………........……..……….....…...Luke 12:49-53 

 (Divisions; p.880 of your pew bible) 
 

"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I 
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 51 Do you think I 
came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there will be five 
in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53 They 
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will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law." 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day  
 Seek Ye First LSB 712         
 

Sermon      In The Cloud……................…...........................................................Hebrews 12:1-3 
 

Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, 
      the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
            and ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
       whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
       who spoke by the prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
       and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering 
Following the Offering, we greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be 
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 

Back to School Blessing 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 
Preface 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

C: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.”  
  Hebrews 12:2 

 
Words of Institution 
 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 

 C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
   as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns 
 Jesus Loves Me LSB 588 
 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living LSB 706 
 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven LSB 793 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have strengthened us in faith for whatever 
trials lie ahead. By Your Holy Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith and in fervent love 
toward one another through good times and bad until we join the saints who have 
gone before us in faith and who now behold and know Jesus in the beauty of the 
heavenly realms; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26 
C: Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 National Youth Gathering Recap – High School Youth 
 

Departing Hymn 
 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  LSB 813 

 

P:   Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 

Announcements 

From the Church Office 
 

Church Member Updates - Help us keep our records up to date and keep you informed with what’s 
happening at Our Redeemer. Please contact the office if your email, phone number, address or number of 
members in your family has changed. Family Update Forms are located in the Visitors Corner and can be 
returned to the secretary box outside the office door. 
 

 SMILE!!  OUR PICTURE BOARD IS BEING UPDATED!   
The new congregation photo boards are ready for your photograph!!   Photos 
should be 4x6 or 6x4.  You are welcome to bring your own photo of that size 
(whether you are an individual, couple, or family), or find Terri Semmler who will 

be delighted to take your picture.   Thank you for your participation!  
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National Youth Gathering 2019 Re-Cap- Thank you all again for your support over the past 3 
years in our efforts to raise money for NYG… We hope you enjoy the slideshow recap… 
Please join us in the adult bible study room for an ice cream social with the group and ask 
questions….  
 

Jr. High Bowling Event- TODAY!!!Bowling, fun & prizes!!! Open to all 6-8th graders, join 
Ericka today at Eagle River Bowl for our Annual Jr. High Bowling Event. The church van will 
leave the church parking lot at 1:45pm. Make sure Ericka knows that you are going!!! 

 

Sr. High State Fair Scavenger Hunt- Calling all high school students, let’s have some fun at 
the fair….. Sunday August 25th from 12-5pm. We will leave right after worship service so 
bring appropriate clothing!! Fair Admission is paid for, bring spending/food money. Sign up 
by August 20th to reserve your spot!! 

 

Pastor Rockey Retirement – NEW INFO: August 25th marks Pastor Jonathan Rockey’s 
retirement date.  Join with our brothers and sisters at St. John Lutheran, Palmer to 
celebrate this occasion.  Service at 5:00pm, reception to follow.  RSVP by August 10th to 
907-745-3338.  
 

New Member Class – Interested in becoming a member of ORLC?  Join us for our next New 
Member Class, September 29th, 11:30-3:00.  We’ll toss some lunch your way and take care of 
the kids with free childcare!  Already a member and don’t know a thing about our church or 
what we believe?  You can come too!  Sign up at the Connection Corner. 

 

The Power of Prayer! ORLC has an electronic prayer group who will pray for you and/or your 
loved ones.  Email your electronic prayer request to orlc.prayers@gmail.com.  It is sent Bcc 
(blind) to a group of people who will pray for your concerns. Prayer requests are sent out 
Monday through Friday.  Prayers are listed for one week unless the request is renewed. (If 

you do not have a computer, call the ORLC office and it will be added for you. 
 

Kick-Off Sunday- We are back and ready for our Fall Ministry beginning September 8th 
education hour at 9AM. Then join us after worship for a Potluck..  
 

Pastor's Bible Study –The Augsburg Confession and its Apology, Sundays at 9am.  
 

Youth Bible Hour- Youth Bible hour (Jr/Sr. High) will begin September 15th at 9AM!! We will 
meet the 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday’s of the month with Youth Group on the 2nd Sunday (beginning 
in October).  
 

Children’s Bible Hour- Children’s bible hour (age 2-5th grade) will begin September 8th at 
9AM. 
 

Women’s Book Study Schedule- Aug 21 - Chapter 8 
 

Sunday School Teachers & Assistants-Brief meeting August 25th, after church in 
the library. If you cannot attend, please contact Deac. Britt ASAP. 907-310-0341 

mailto:orlc.prayers@gmail.com
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Alaska Mission for Christ - We are seeking volunteers to serve on a Work & Witness team 
near Fairbanks at Bingle Camp this September.  Cost is minimal.  
Contact tellmemore@amclcms.org OR Jan Bruick @ 402-641-9691 for more information.  
 

Altar Flowers – Interested in providing flowers for the altar to mark a special occasion or 
simply your abundant joy in life?  Check out the new schedule—located at the Connection 
Corner—to reserve a Sunday. 
 

Youth For Hire- We have several youth who are looking for summer work. If you have jobs 
around the house, yard or need help with something please contact Ericka, 907-440-0367, 
and we will connect you with a youth. 
 

Pre-worship prayer team-Volunteers needed to pray briefly with Pastor James before 
worship every Sunday.  
 

Worshipping last Sunday August 11, 2019:80 

Offering last Sunday: $2,041 

In order to lift up to God the people of Our Redeemer, we will include a staff member, church 

leader, and three families from our church directory to pray for each week.   

*Sally Coburn-Faith Community Nurse 

*Treasurer 

*Gary & Anne Craig, Marianne Dabbs, Joe & Jackie Dees and their families.   
Contributions last week: $2,041  Budget: $4,025  Over (under) $1,984 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know. 
 

BIRTHDAYS          ANNIVERSARIES 

18 Thaddeus Roelfs 22 Jeanette Chang   21 Bill & Suzan Cheeseman 

19 Ana Kroona  22 Stephanie Stoltenberg  25 Jason & Lauren Johnston 

19 Jennie Knutson  23 Jackie Dees  

20 Tokyo Lee 

      

 OUR REDEEMER ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK         08/18/2019-08/25/2019 

 Today  Pastors Bible Study   9:00am 

   Creative Worship Service    10:00am 

   Back to School Blessing    

   NYG Recap & Ice Cream Social   11:00am   

   Jr. High Bowling Event   2-4pm 

 

 Next Sunday Pastors Bible Study   9:00am 

   Worship Service 2   10:00am 

   Sr. High State Fair Scavenger Hunt   12-5:00pm  

     

mailto:tellmemore@amclcms.org
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SERVING OUR LORD AND EACH OTHER 
HOW THIS WEEK (08/18) NEXT WEEK (08/25) 

Altar Guild 
Evelyn Sampson 

Christy Andrews 

Marianne Dabbs 

Nancy Sitz 

Acolyte Volunteer Volunteer 

Accompanist Carol Shearer Jess Della Croce 

Greeters Youth Jason & Lauren Johnston 

Lector Carol Shearer Scott Roelfs 

Elders 
Jeff Smith 

Johnny Jarnagin 

Greg Schroll 

Jeff Smith 

Ushers Volunteers Volunteers 

Cleaners 
Stoltenberg (1)  

Wallman-Hidek (2) Coburn (3) 

Cheeseman (1) Beaulieu (2)  

Della Croce (3) 


