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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
+ Missouri Synod +
18444 Old Glenn Hwy
Po Box 670150
Chugiak, AK 99567

Pastor James S. Baumgartner
pastorjames@orlc-ak.org / office@orlc-ak.org
www.orlc-ak.org
Office Hours
Tues-Fri 9:00am-2:00pm

Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY
9AM Pastors Bible Hour
9AM Youth Bible Hour
10AM Worship Service with communion
HMONG WORSHIP
1st & 3rd Sundays at 2pm with Bible hour at 1pm
1st SATURDAY of the Month:
10:00am-1:00pm Food Pantry

ORLC Staff

Pastor James Baumgartner
pastorjames@office-ak.org

From the Church Office
Search us up at
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church Chugiak

Get Connected
Are you looking for ways to get involved at
church but aren’t sure where or what we
have? We have many things happening and
ways to get involved. Contact Pastor James
or Ericka Stoltenberg in the office for more
information.

Email prayer chain--be a prayer warrior! Support
other church members' family and friends
by praying for their needs and celebrations! Daily
Ericka Stoltenberg
(M-F) prayers can be sent to your email address by
Administrative Assistant/Youth contacting orlc.prayers@gmail.com. Also-if you have
Leader
a prayer request or a praise celebration you would like
to share with others, email the same address! There is
office@orlc-ak.org
great power in prayer!

Church
DE-Decorate
January 6th
Brittany Baumgartner
Family Life Director
britt@orlc-ak.org

Help us right after worship on January
6th as we take down all the Christmas
decorations…. Thank you!

January
Sally Coburn, RN-BC, APRN-BC
Faith Community Nurse
parishnurse@orlc-ak.org

6-7pm

9~ Close of the Commandments
23~ The First Article (1&2A)

Join us Sunday January 20th right after worship for a
fun afternoon of BINGO!!
Sponsored by our Family Life Ministry Team….
More information to come in the bulletin and weekly email!

Message from Pastor James
Happy New Year! As we start up 2019, we close
down the series of topics exploring our congregation’s 2018-19 yearly focus. “Rooted in love,” we
bless our neighbor with the outpouring of the
Gospel in our lives. We’ve discussed 1)Prayer, 2)
Outreach, and 3) Discipleship. Let’s look at our
fourth and final focus:
FAITHFULLY RECEIVE THE MEANS OF GRACE
(GOD’S WORD, BAPTISM, COMMUNION)
At its heart, this is a 3rd Commandment issue. It’s
remembering “the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”
It’s (gasp!) church attendance. But don’t immediately assume I’m going to pound the Bible on this
one and toss some guilt into your life if we don’t see
you every Sunday. You are not bound by any law
that says you have to show up at 10:00am Sunday
mornings. Christ has fulfilled all laws. Children of
God have freedom!
That freedom comes through the good news of the
Gospel; Jesus died and rose again to remove any
and all guilt associated with not being good enough.
So think again if you view worshipping together
with other Christians as punching your timecard
and getting right again with God. It doesn’t work
that way. Lest you think this is merely about your
butt in a pew, Luther reminds us that this
commandment is “transgressed also by that other
crowd who listen to God’s Word as to some entertainment and come to the preaching service merely
by the force of habit and leave again with as little
understanding of the Word at the end of the year as
at the beginning” (Large Catechism).

God desires to remake you! He desires for you to
grow! And that growth comes from being “rooted
in love” (Eph 3:17) as you receive the Means of
Grace—the delivery system whereby God pours the
reality of His love and grace into your life. So to
“faithfully receive the Means of Grace” means to
simply receive the blessings God has to give us
through His Word, Baptism, and Communion. It’s
true, we see those gifts primarily evident when
Christians gather to worship God together. But
friends in Christ, that’s a joy-filled blessing, not an
obligation! That’s receiving the Gospel, not fulfilling
the Law! The Church of God “comes to church” in
order to be filled up with riches, not to be emptied
of time!
Because if the natural stance of a Christian is to be
“rooted in love”, then as a branch is connected to
the Vine, God wishes to pour into you, not take
away from you. When we worship together in the
delight of the Gospel, we see the fruit of God’s kingdom growing and blessing our neighbor. “The
Word always awakens new understandings, new
delights, and a new spirit of devotion, and it
constantly cleanses our heart and our thinking. For
here are not limp and lifeless words, but words that
are alive and move to living action.” (Luth)
There’s power in receiving the gifts God has to give
to you. Dear child of God, receive those gifts never
out of obligation or mundane repetition, but with
joy in the Gospel!
It’s all about Jesus.
Pastor James

Calling all 6-12th Graders!!!!!

Come hang out

Sunday January 13th
Friends/Games/Devotion/Snacks/FUN

2-4pm @ ORLC

Questions? Contact Ericka office@orlc-ak.org/ 907-440-0367

SOUP SATURDAY
January 12th

Pastors Bible
Study

Early
Childhood
(age 2-4)

Lower
Elementary
K-2nd Grade

Upper
Elementary
3-5th Grade

Meets every
Meets every
Meets every
Meets every
Sunday except Sunday except Sunday except Sunday except
when noted
when noted
when noted
when noted

Jr./Sr. High
6-12the
grade
Meets 1st &
3rd Sunday

Devotion from Deaconess Britt
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him.
(Matthew 2:9–11) (further reading - Matthew 2:1-12)
We all know about the wisemen who sought the
Christ foretold by prophets of old. The church has
even historically celebrated this revealing of Jesus as
the Christ during the season of Epiphany. This year
we celebrate Epiphany Sunday on January 6th with
songs of joy! We are joyful because we, like the
wisemen, come to the place where God dwells! The
place that He has promised to be with us always: in
His Word and Sacraments. Jesus is truly as present
with us in these means of grace, as He was with the
wisemen. We see Christ upon the altar; we kneel in
worship; He touches our lips with His very Body and
Blood poured out upon the cross for the forgiveness
of our sin; He speaks to us plainly by His Word. He
gives us all of Himself for our good because He is
GOOD! He chooses to dwell with us now and forever!
What a revelation! What a wonderful Epiphany!

ORLC will prepare soup to be taken to
Covenant House On January 12
A sign up sheet will be put up in January for
ingredient donations and volunteer helpers.
Food Pantry clients will be invited to either
have a bowl of soup at the church or take
some home on that Saturday as well.
You can also make soup at home, freeze it,
and bring it to the church. Put it in the freezer
in the fellowship hall. The instructions for all
soups prepared and frozen are:
All ingredients and the name of the cook/
preparer of soup must be listed on a piece of
paper that accompanies the soup. Put it between the two, one gallon zip lock bags.
Soups should be frozen flat in two zip lock
bags.
Soups should be high in proteins and include
some vegetables that freeze well
Do not include items that don’t freeze well like
potatoes or pasta.
If you have questions contact Gaye Sarvela,
Sarvela@mtaonline.net or 688.9142

Happy New Year! Our ministry has been blessed with
the donations of your time, talents and treasures. It is
because of your concern and care that we were able to
touch the lives of over 38,000 of our neighbors in need
during 2018.
A great big thank you to everyone who supplied Christmas stockings that we distributed to the children of clients in the Food Pantry. These stocking are so well received from the parents and it helps us bring the Christmas message to over 750 children.
We served 3,100 families and close to 9,000 children at
this year's Neighborhood Gift. Thanks to everyone who
purchased toys for The Salvation Army or Marine Corp
Toys for Tots campaigns or volunteered their time for
set-up and distribution.
The shelves at the Food Bank of Alaska have been full
this holiday season and we have also been blessed in the
amount of food donated through congregations and individuals. However, we are going into the first quarter of
the new year that is when the Food Bank donations decrease. We can use your help in keeping our shelves full.
Things like chili, soups, canned fruit, cereals, oatmeal,
spam, tuna, and packages of noodle, rice or potato mixes
are some of the foods items most requested.
LSSA has been helping with earthquake relief with the
help of a $25,000 grant from Lutheran Disaster Response. We have been helping families with food, cloth-

ing, space heaters, kitchenware, water, diapers and other
unmet needs. LSSA is part of the Alaska VOAD
(Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters) which is a
collaboration of faith based disaster groups, other national disaster relief agencies and corporate partners.
The November 30 earthquake is still an emerging disaster as more homes are inspected and people are being
displaced due to damage to their home. A long term
recovery committee will be formed and the recovery
process will take years. Please let me know if I can be of
any help in disaster preparedness planning for your congregation.
Beginning January 1st you will again have the opportunity to contribute to our ministry through the
Pick.Click.Give. when you apply for your Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. When applying on-line, you will
have an option called “the Gift of Giving.” Simply follow the instructions to make a donation. In 2018 LSSA
received $11,830 in donations through this program
from 176 donors. The on-line Permanent Fund Dividend application for 2019 will be available beginning
January1st, 2019 at 9:00am.
Together caring for others,
Alan Budahl
Executive Director
1303 W. 33rd Ave, Anchorage, AK 99503

Dem Bones!!

Dem

Dem Bones!!

Wonderful

Bones!!!

Ladies Evening Retreat
Friday, Jan. 18, 2019
6 PM—9 PM

Light supper followed by games, activities, Bible study and fine female
fellowship! Bring a friend! Bring a bone! Bring your funny bone! Questions?
Contact Ingrid Roelfs, 694-8144 .

Date

January 6

Creative Worship
Service

January 13

Worship Service 3

January 20

January 27

Contemporary
Worship Service

Worship Service 2

Altar Guild

Ingrid Roelfs
Jane Walker

Teri Jarnagin
Mary Losey

Christy Andrews
Evelyn Sampson

Marianne Dabbs
Nancy Sitz

Pianist

Carol Shearer

Steve Eng

Praise Band

Steve Eng

Greeters

Scott & Tabbie Roelfs Sue Rajek

Youth

Jason & Lauren Johnston

Lectors

Vern Roelfs

Jane Walker

Geri Wacker

Jason Johnston

Elders

Forrest Wacker
Erik Johnson

Mark Keller
Forrest Wacker

Jason Johnston
Mark Keller

Greg Schroll
Jason Johnston

Stoltenberg (1)
Wallman-Hidek (2)
Shearer (3)

Cheeseman (1)
Beaulieu (2)
Coburn (3)

Sitz (1)
Bicher (2)
Della Croce (3)

Andrews (1)
Dees (2)
Carroll (3)

Closed

Closed

Cleaners
Food
Pantry

Forrest & Geri Wacker Closed

Early
Childhood
(2-4 years)

Tabbie Roelfs
Becca Carroll

Ericka Stoltenberg
Venita Moore

Lower
Elementary
(K-2nd)

Matt Jacobson

Stephanie Stoltenberg
Madie Knutson

Upper
Elementary
(3rd-5th)

Gaye Sarvela

Jr. High

Pastor James

Sr. High

Ericka Stoltenberg

1 Johnny Jarnagin
8 Grace Chang (C)
12 Bill Cheeseman
13 Chad Newkirk
13 Ingrid Roelfs
14 Aurora Johnson (C)
16 Alek Semmler ©
16 Tristin Loughman (C)
19 Ben Johnston
21 Mary Losey

Tabbie Roelfs
Meg Bicher

Kaylene Sullivan
Meg Bicher
Matt Jacobson

Ericka Stoltenberg
Mary Ann Nelson

Nancy Sitz

N/A

Britt Baumgartner

N/A

N/A

Erik Johnson

N/A

Jennie Knutson

22 Cheryl Harms
24 Grace DellaCroce (C)
26 Al Nyback
27 Ava Schroll (C)
29 Scott Hattenburg
29 Diane Kuhlmann
30 Cole Smith (C)

3 Dustin & Taffani Loughman
23 Gary & Anne Craig

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

10am Worship Service 1

6

10-1pm Food
Pantry

7

9am
Pastors Bible Study
Children's Bible Hour
Jr/Sr Bible Hour
10am Creative Worship
Service
11am Church De-Decorate

13

7pm Men’s Bible
Study

14

10

11

12

15

6pm Confirmation 7pm Council
Meeting

16

17

18

19

6-9pm Women’s
Retreat

7pm Men’s Bible
Study

21

9am
Pastors Bible Study
Children's Bible Hour
Jr/Sr Bible Hour
10am Contemporary
Worship Service
11am Bingo

27

9

10-12pm Soup
Saturday

9am
Pastors Bible Study
Children's Bible Hour
10am Worship Service 3
11am FLMT Meeting
2-4pm Youth Group

20

8

22
7pm Men’s Bible
Study
7pm Elders
Meeting

28

29

9am
Pastors Bible Study
Children's Bible Hour
10am Worship Service 2
11am Voters Meeting

23

24

25

26

1

2

6pm Confirmation 7pm Women’s
Bible Study

30

31

10-1pm Food
Pantry

7pm Men’s Bible
Study

