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March 2016

Mark Your Calendar
March 4-6
Weekend to Remember in Lincoln
March 6
Pathways Class

Deaf Missions thanks you for your offering, a portion of
which has gone toward purchasing the house pictured
to be added to the campus in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and
renovated into a new ladies dorm.

March 7
Ladies Book Club
Worship Ministry Meeting
March 8
Elder’s Meeting
March 12
Men’s Ministry Bible Study

You’re invited…

Easter Weekend
By Joshua Crastide

March 25-27

Celebrate with us from Good Friday to Easter Sunday!

Good Friday Service — Friday, March 25, at 6:30 pm at the church
Easter Festival — Saturday, March 26, at 10:00 am at the church
All families are invited to join in a Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
and other activities for activities for babies through 5th grade

Community Sunrise Service — Sunday, March 27, at 7:00 am
at the Clay County Fairgrounds, Clay Center

Clay Center Christian Church Easter Service — Sunday, March 27,
at 10:30 am at the church
No Children’s, Student or Adult Bible Class at 9:30 am

30 Pieces of Silver — Sunday, March 27, at 10:30 am at the church
We will be taking up an offering during the Worship Service to
renovate the children’s play area

Continued on page 2...

March 13 (Daylight Savings Time begins)
Luke & Corina Kliewer of Hastings’ Royal Kids
Camp/Marion’s Hope
available during Bible Class hour
March 14
Finance Ministry Meeting
March 15
Missions Meeting
March 18-20
Weekend to Remember in Omaha
March 19
Nebraska Rural Church Gathering
March 20
Palm Sunday
Harvard Nursing Home Service
March 25
Good Friday Service
March 26
Easter Festival
March 27
Community Sunrise Service
“30 Pieces of Silver Offering” at Worship
Service

Road trip to Deaf Missions!
Two years ago, the Clay Center Christian Missions Team began an effort
to make meaningful connections with the missions that our church
supports. We started looking for ways to connect with those who are
serving in the mission field in ways that reach beyond financial support.
When Duane King of Deaf Missions came to Clay Center earlier this year
to give us an update, he invited us to come to Deaf Missions for a visit in
return. We quickly realized this was exactly what we were looking for!
A total of 15 members of Clay Center Christian Church were able to
attend. On January 30, we filled the church van and headed for Deaf
Missions in Council Bluffs, Iowa. It turned out to be a beautiful day and a wonderful
visit. The Deaf Missions staff and their families greeted us at the door, and then
took the time to share a pizza and cookies with us for lunch.
After lunch, we were given a quick overview of the work being done by Deaf
Missions and then a tour of the facility. Everyone agreed that the magnitude of this
ministry goes far beyond what any of us expected. We realized that we were not
just getting a tour of a facility and its programs, but we were also getting a
“tour” of what happens when faith takes action! We were stunned to learn
that if you put all of the world’s deaf people in one place, they would make up
the third-largest country on our planet, but only 2% have ever had the
opportunity to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
Deaf Missions is tirelessly working to complete the first-ever translation of the
Bible into American Sign Language by 2020. The New Testament has already
been completed, and close to half of the Old Testament has been translated.
Praise God for technology that has allowed more than 500,000 people to download the Deaf Bible App!
Deaf Missions outreach efforts currently send out more than 22,000 booklets to more than 100 countries. All of the
booklets, videos, books and educational materials are produced right at the Deaf Missions facility. The support we
give to Deaf Missions allows them to impact the lives of deaf people around the world!
As the day wound down, we were reminded by Duane and the Deaf Missions staff of the role that Clay Center
Christian has played in this amazing ministry. Since the mid-1990s, our church has given Deaf Missions more than
$65,000. We were all so grateful for the opportunity to come from a church body that has a heart for missions. We
went there to be an encouragement and a blessing, and were blessed and encouraged in turn!
If you wish to know more about Deaf Missions, or wish to
give directly to this wonderful ministry, we encourage you
to contact me or another Missions Team member, or to
download the free Deaf Devo App on your Apple or
Android device. Continue to pray for Deaf Missions, as
well as all of our mission field partners as we strive to be
obedient to the Great Commission!
Thank you, Jim Bovee and Tina Albrecht, for sharing your gifts with this
report — written by Jim and photography by Tina.

The Women’s Ministry had a Painting Party in February. Several comments were heard before, with many
ladies unsure if they wanted to attend since they didn’t know how to paint. A big THANK YOU to Peggy
Vonspreckelsen and Cheryl Blome for organizing this event and to artist Deena Schultz for giving direction,
and to all the ladies for their support. Comments heard after the class were how much they enjoyed it,
how proud they were of their painting and that they are looking forward to the next event.
— Roger Thompson
P.S. Here are the election results for 2016 Officers among the Elders:
 Chairman — Lyle Vonspreckelsen
 Vice-Chairman — Roger Thompson
 Secretary — Bob Albrecht

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study

Pathways Class
Everyone is invited to take part in this class on
Sunday, March 6, to learn about our new Mission
Framework and what it means to be a member at
CCCC. The class will be held following Worship,
and lunch and childcare will be provided. Learn
more at www.ccchristian.org. To sign-up mark
the back of your Welcome Card is requested.

All men are invited Saturday, March 12, to the Fellowship Hall
at the church for breakfast at 8:00 am, followed by a study of
John 4-6 around 9:00 am. Please read before you come. Signup on the back of your Welcome Card is requested.

Mission Speaker

We are meeting Monday, March 7, at 7:30 pm at
the home of Maryann Thompson (420 S Brown,
Clay Center). All ladies are invited. We will be
discussing Love Does by Bob Goff.

Luke and Corina Kliewer and their family will be here on
Sunday, March 13, to share during the Bible Class hour in the
Fellowship Hall. They are recruiting volunteers for the
Hastings’ area Royal Family Kids Camp for foster kids on May
30-June 3. They are also seeking support for their new
ministry, Marion’s Hope, which helps at-risk families to
prevent court-ordered separation.

Worship Ministry Meeting

Church Directory

Ladies Book Club

We are meeting Monday, March 7, at 7:00 pm in
the Music Room at the church. All Worship Team
members are encouraged to attend. Please give
us any dates you cannot serve.

We are working on an updated Church Directory. We need all
photos and contact forms turned into the church office by
Sunday, March 13. If you haven’t had a picture taken and want
one included in the directory, contact the church office or signup on the back of your Welcome Card.

Nebraska Rural Church Conference
Save the date…

2016 VBS “Cave Quest”
July 25-29

6:00-8:00 pm

3 yrs old - 5th grade

The 2016 Rural Church Regional Gathering is Saturday, March
19, at 9:00 am-4:00 pm at the Cozad Christian Church. There is
no cost, and lunch and childcare is provided. Sign-up at
nechristian.edu/crca under “Nebraska Gathering.”

Candy Donations
We are in need of small individually wrapped candies for our
Easter Egg Hunt. Please drop off donations in bin in the lobby
at the church by Sunday, March 20.

Church Records Update
We ask every family in the congregation to fill out the Church
Records Update card in their bulletin and drop it in the offering
plate or in the church office, so we can double-check the
accuracy of all of the church records, particularly regarding
baptism and membership dates.

Save the date…
Please be in prayer for this event
and about how you can take part!
Register by May 16 to save 10% (early bird price in parentheses).
Clay Center Christian will pay half of the discount early bird price
for each CCCC youth who attends. Camp dates are:
2nd grade - June 10-11 - $30 ($27)
3-4 grade - June 5-8 - $90 ($81)
5-6 grade - June 19-23 - $120 ($108)
7-8 grade - June 12-17 - $150 ($135)
9-12 grade - June 26-July 1 - $150 ($135)
Learn more at www.pibelbiblecamp.org.
Camp located near Erickson, NE.

30 Pieces of Silver offering on Easter Sunday
We will be taking up a 30 Pieces of Silver offering during the Clay Center Christian
Church’s Easter Service at 10:30 am on Sunday, March 27. This gives us the opportunity
to rise above the memory of the money paid to betray Jesus, and to instead honor the
sacrifice Jesus made to redeem a lost and dying world.
The offering will be used toward the renovation of the children’s play area on the west
side of the church. This is an important part of ministering to our children.
Our hope is that each family will be able to give $30 as a way of redeeming the 30
pieces of silver paid for Jesus, and that this offering would be in addition to your usual
offering given by your family.
We understand that $30 may be more than some families are able to give, while it may
be less than what other families are able to give. Giving from a thankful heart is most
important, no matter what you are able to give.

New event for Easter Weekend
Last year, we had a special Easter Weekend
that started on Saturday with an Easter Egg
Hunt for the children and continued on Easter
Sunday with the Community Sunrise Service
and our Easter Worship Service. This year, we
are doing all of these events plus one more —
a Good Friday Service!
We hope you will join us as we celebrate
Easter Weekend. Please invite your friends and
family, too. See the front page for the full
schedule.

C4 Parents’ Night Out raised $95 for CIY

Struggles Study ends

The C4 students hosted a Parents’ Night Out on Feb. 13, watching children
so Mom and Dad could enjoy a date. Free-will donations were accepted,
with all proceeds going to help the students attend special events. Thank
you for helping us raise $95 for this ministry! This is a blessing for the
students and their families, as it will help them attend CIY (Christ in Youth),
a week-long youth conference designed specifically for high-schoolers to
help them grow in their relationships with Jesus and to become strong
Kingdom workers.

About 8 women joined in the
5-week study on Struggles by
Craig Groeschel, which just
wrapped up. They learned
about following Jesus in our
“selfie”-centered world.

I want to personally thank those parents who let us watch their children and donated to a good cause.
— Nathan Brands

Still time to register for Weekend to Remember
FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember marriage retreat is March 4-6 in Lincoln, or March 18-20
in Omaha. While the special lodging rate has passed for Lincoln, couples can still get a $100
discount per couple by registering at familylife.com with the code “claycenterchristian.” That
same discount applies to couples wanting to attend the Omaha retreat.
To learn more, call Britney VonSpreckelsen at 402-984-0566.

March Birthdays
1st
Lacey Livgren
Danielle Nunnenkamp
5th
Mikaela Bushnell
7th
Garrett Clark
12th Lyle Karnatz
16th Kailey Dick
18th Sharon Smith
22nd Brent Rempel
25th Gavin Fisher
28th Joy Willard

March Anniversaries
10th Lyle & Deb Karnatz
20th Pat & Gina Clark
23rd Harold & Sherry Hansen

The Women’s Ministry will be
having a meeting soon to
discuss upcoming activities.

