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Thank you, VBS Volunteers!
The church was full of
children this past week, July 2529, during Vacation Bible School
where they learned about how
Jesus is the light of the world
and gives us hope, courage,
direction, love, and power.
Every child, from 3 years old
through 5th graders, was introduced or
brought closer to Christ through the tireless
efforts of so many volunteers.
In all, 45 volunteers came together to

serve more than 55
children through Bible
stories and skits, songs,
crafts, outdoor activities,
snacks, supper, and
countless behind-thescenes support and
prayer.
THANK YOU so much for all your
work during this week and for serving
our area children through the gifts
God has given you.

Turn to page 4 for more photos from VBS.

Pibel Bible Camp reaches 200+ youth Don’t forget to
This summer was a great one for a
Pibel Bible Camp.
Our theme this year was “The
Unlikelies,” based on 1 Corinthians
1:20-29: How God uses unlikely people
in unlikely situations to do unlikely
things.
This theme really seemed to be fitting,
because God definitely did some unlikely things.
For the first time in a few years, we had a full
dean team. This means that each week had
deans and co-deans. All of these deans only
deaned one week as well, meaning they could
focus on their week and not become
over-stretched. This also shows that the
churches that feed into Pibel are more involved
than they had been.
We also broke 200 for our total camper count.
This is the first time we have done that in a
while. We had 29 campers from Clay Center
Christian Church this year, which is 5 more than
last year. We also had 3 campers from our
church make decisions for Jesus at camp.
Frontline was an unlikely surprise this year for
Senior High School week. They had a cancelation
and needed a place to go, so they came to Pibel.

They were great at camp and lead
worship each evening and at campfire
each night.
Frontline wasn’t the only camp
team though. We had a Summit
Christian College and Nebraska
Christian College (NCC) team for Junior High
week, as well as a Summit, NCC and Christian
Student Fellowship (CSF) team.
This was the first year for Pibel to have a CSF
team. CSF is a campus ministry on secular
college campuses across Nebraska, and since
most of our students are attending secular
colleges, it was great to have them at Pibel.
This is just a sampling of the what God did
through Pibel this year. He did much more on
personal level with the campers as they learned
more about how God can use them. There were
also many more decisions made to make life
changes, live more Christ-like, or to be student
leaders at home. God was and is truly great.
There are great things happening at Pibel, and
we are looking forward to next year when the
theme is “The Rest of the Story.”
Turn to page 3 for photos from this
summer’s Pibel Bible Camp.

Inside: Are you ready to GO?

sign up for Beth
Moore Simulcast
All ladies
are invited to
Beth Moore’s
“Living Proof”
live simulcast
on Saturday,
September
17, from 9:30
am-4:15 pm
at Third City
Christian Church in Grand Island, NE.
Beth Moore is an author and the
founder of Living Proof Ministries,
dedicated to encourage people to
come to know and love Jesus Christ
through the study of scripture. Learn
more at www.lproof.org.
There is a small ticket fee. Please
sign up by Thursday, August 11.
For more information, contact
Peggy VonSpreckelsen at
402-762-3205.

School Supplies Drive ends August 10

David Blome reminds us of what Jesus desires of us
in Matthew 28:19, and that it’s always worth it!
page 2

Can’t go on our Mission Trip to Pine Ridge, S.D.? You can
help in many other ways—like donating school supplies
page 5
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EldEr’s cornEr:

?

Are you ready to
that comes to my
mind (and probably
What do these words mean to you—as
for others, too): Let
an individual? What do you think when
me check the
you here about mission trip being
calendar and see
planned?
what else is
In 2 Peter 3:18, we read:
planned…how much vacation time do I
Go ye therefore, and teach all
have and can I do this and still have time
nations, baptizing them in the
for the other things I want to do...how is
this going to affect me financially...can I
name of the Father, and of the
support this and still meet my needs (or
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
more accurately, my desires)?
This should be the first thing that
So, how do I move beyond these
comes to my mind when a mission trip is thoughts so that I use my time, and
discussed. Jesus speaks clearly as to
resources, in a manner to reflects what
what he wants us to do. He is clearly
Jesus wants for us?
giving us a picture as to
I have been fortunate
how we should spread
Now when Jesus
enough to go on mission
his message across the heard these things, he trips inside of our
world.
borders and witnessed
said unto him,
As a church, we have
the need. I have
made a commitment to ‘Yet lackest thou one watched our youth step
support missions in
thing: Sell all that
up and get truly
many places—currently
thou hast, and
involved. Seeing our
giving 10% of the
youth do these things
distribute unto the
weekly offering to
poor, and thou shalt inspires me.
support our missions
I have been inspired
have treasure in
partners both locally
in other ways. Just a
and around the world.
heaven;
couple weeks ago, my
Is this enough?
and come, follow me.’ workplace had an
Jesus wants more
individual stop by our
Luke 18:22
than a budget number
office and ask if he could
out of us! This is not a judgement, but
park an RV there. Phil is running across
something that we should all think
the United States to raise awareness for
about…
suicide in memory of his mother. Learn
Unfortunately, this is the first thing
more at www.runforlisaking.org.

Mission Trip

2

His helper, who was tasked with
moving the RV every day so Phil could
run 26.2 miles each day, had left. Phil
was finding a point in the middle of his
trek to park the RV, running back to
where he left off the day before, then
running back to the RV. In all, total miles
ran was 26.2 or so miles, but his total
gain was just 13.1 or so miles per day.
Do we want to be the kind of Church
(person) that is willing to do twice the
work to get half the gain, but still be
moving forward toward the goal every
day? If, in his trip across the country, Phil
affects just one person to change their
mind about his cause, then every step
was worth it.
I also believe that in our mission trips,
if we do the same thing—affect just one
person to come to Christ—it was worth
our time, money and effort a hundred
times over!
But we cannot use a tape measure to
see what we have gained like Phil. We
must put our faith in God and step out of
what we are comfortable with—and go.
Blessings,
David Blome,
Elder of Clay Center Christian Church

Pibel Bible camp 2016

Women’s and Men’s
Pibel Bible Camps
coming in September
Coming up in September are two great
weekend at Pibel Bible Camp for adults:
 Women’s Camp is September
9-11
* $30.00 per person
 Men’s Camp is September 16-17
* Registration 5 pm, September 16
* Ends 4 pm, September 17
* $30.00 per person

We encourage all women and men
from Clay Center Christian Church to
attend their weekend camp. These camps
are a great time to gather with other
Christians from southern and central
Nebraska and grow in
your relationship with
God and each other.
Each camp will be filled
with worship, God’s
Word, fellowship, and
lots of fun.
If you have any
questions, contact
Nathan Brands at
402-762-3824 or
nathan@ccchristian.org.
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Vacation Bible school 2016
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Pathways Class to be offered again in August
We hope you are enjoying your summer
and our summer sermon series, “Minor
Prophets in the Major Leagues.”
We had a good turnout for our 3-week
Pathways Class in June and will be offering a
repeat 3-week Pathways Class in August if
you were unable to attend earlier.
The Pathways Class—an in-depth study
into Clay Center Christian Church’s belief
framework—will be offered again as a 3week Bible Class starting August 14 at 9:30
am.
This class is appropriate for both people
who are new to Clay Center Christian Church
and are considering membership, as well as
current members who have not yet taken
the Pathways Class.

More than a membership class, Pathways
is the best way to learn about the
foundations of Clay Center Christian Church,
its new mission statement, and the four
pathways that our church members take to
grow in their relationship with Christ.

Watch for more information in the weekly
Bulletin, on www.ccchristian.org, or feel free
to contact Nathan Brands at 417-434-7237 or
nathan@ccchristian.org.

School Supplies Drive for Pine Ridge ends August 10
The mission for Vacation Bible
School this year was our
upcoming Mission Trip to the Pine
Ridge Lakota reservation in South
Dakota, August 12-14.
In addition to a daily offering,
we took in donations of school
supplies to distribute to the children of Pine
Ridge. What a wonderful opportunity to
share Jesus’ love with an impoverished and
burdened community!

We are continuing our School
Supplies Drive for Pine Ridge so
that everyone at Clay Center
Christian Church can take part.
We are collecting any and all
school supplies. Ideas include
backpacks, notebooks, crayons,
markers, kids’ scissors, kids’ glue sticks, and
more.
We also welcome any financial gifts for the
Mission Trip.

Above all, we ask for your prayers for our
group as we follow Jesus and share His hope,
courage, direction, love, and power with our
Lakota neighbors.
Please drop your donations of school
supplies in the Pine Ridge School Supplies bin
in the church lobby by Wednesday, August
10.
For more information, contact Monica
Whitmore at joyfulmj@hotmail.com or
719-568-1697.

C4 Students kickoff
Ladies Bible Study now discussing
“Food,” soon turning focus to “Fitness” on August 21
All ladies are welcome to
join our weekly Bible study on
The Daniel Plan, coauthored
by Pastor Rick Warren, Dr.
Daniel Amen and Dr. Mark
Hyman.
This small group is centered
on 5 F's—the essentials of
healthy living included in The
Daniel Plan:
1) Faith - Nurturing
your soul.
2) Food - Enjoying
God's abundance.
3) Fitness Strengthening your
body.
4) Focus - Renewing your mind.
5) Friends - Encouraging each other.

This 5-part health plan
works on a single, but
powerful, principle: God
designed your body to be
healthy, and He has provided
everything you need to thrive
and live an abundant life.
This weekly Bible Study is
now discussing "Food" and
will begin focusing on the
"Fitness" component on
Thursday, August 18.
You can join in anytime!
We meet on Thursdays at 7
pm in Room 109. Contact
Deb Drake at 402-430-4587
or dddrake@windstream.net with questions.
Learn more about The Daniel Plan at
www.danielplan.com.
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Middle and high school students, have
you had a good summer? As you gear up for
school to start again, watch for more
information about another year of the C4
Students Ministry.
Our C4 kickoff night will be Sunday,
August 21, from 6-8 pm. Location to be
determined.
Contact Nathan Brands at 417-434-7237
or nathan@ccchristian.org for details.

august happenings

Mission of the Month:

Monday, August 1


Worship Ministry Meeting, 7 pm

Thursday, August 4


Ladies Bible Study on Food, 7 pm

Sunday, August 7



StickyFaith Family Training, 9:30 am
Leadership Class, 9:30 am

Monday, August 8


Finance Ministry Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tuesday, August 9


Elders Meeting, 7 pm

Thursday, August 11


Ladies Bible Study on Food, 7 pm

Friday-Sunday, August 12-14


Mission Trip to Pine Ridge, S.D.

Sunday, August 14


Pathways Class, 9:30 am

Thursday, August 18


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness, 7 pm

Sunday, August 21





Pathways Class, 9:30 am
Missions guest speaker
Nursing Home Service, 3 pm,
Harvard NE
C4 Students Ministry kickoff, 6 pm,
location to be determined

Christian Student Fellowship (CSF) is a
non-denominational campus ministry
based in Nebraska that exists to share the
love, truth, and purpose of Jesus Christ
with college students—changing the world
one life at a time. CSF serves Northeast
Community College, Peru State College,
South Dakota State University, University
of Nebraska-Kearney, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, University of NebraskaOmaha, and Wayne State College. Learn
more at http://csfneb.org or contact
Monica Whitmore at 719-568-1697 or
joyfulmj@hotmail.com.
Thank you for your Mission of the Month
offering!

Weekly Events
Sunday



Thursday, August 25


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness, 7 pm



Sunday, August 28


Pathways Class, 9:30 am



Sept. happenings
Thursday, September 1


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness

Sunday, September 4


No C4 Students Ministry



Monday, September 5


Church office closed (Labor Day)

Thursday, September 8


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness

Friday-Sunday, September 9-11


Women’s Pibel Bible Camp

Friday-Saturday, September 16-17


Beth Moore Live Simulcast

Sunday, September 18




“Believe: Be” kickoff
Family Fun Day
Harvard Nursing Home Service

August 7
Elaine Van Kirk
August 8
Terry Nolan
Trish Parrish
August 10
Jenna Bushnell
August 14
Denise Carroll
August 17
Dale Livgren
August 20
Ruth Livgren
Jesse VonSpreckelsen
August 21
Cheryl Miller
August 23
Beth Gallant
Chezney Kanode
August 25
Jackson Clark
August 31
Lori Cottrell
TJ Parrish

Anniversaries
August 4 — Ken & Ramona Spray
Scot & Robyn
VonSpreckelsen
August 8 — Cliff & Beth Gallant
August 11 — Jon & Pam Spilker
August 16 — Brent & Lea Rempel
August 22 — Dale & Ruth Livgren
August 29 — Butch & Jan Stratman

Tuesday


Prayer Time, 9-10 am, Room 115

Wednesday


Worship Rehearsal, 7 pm, Worship
Center

Men’s Pibel Bible Camp

Saturday, September 17


Coffee Connection, 9 am,
Fellowship Hall
Prayer Time, 9:15-9:30 am, Room
115
Bible Classes, 9:30 am (Children’s
for Birth-5th grade, Students for 6th
-12th grade, Adults)
Worship Service, 10:30 am,
Worship Center
(Nursery open for 0-24 months,
Wee Worship for 2-5 years, Jr.
Worship for K-3rd grade)
C4 Students Ministry (6th-12th
grade) — on summer break; starts
up August 21

Birthdays

Clay Center Christian Church
31371 Woodland Road, P.O. Box 183, Clay Center, NE 68933
www.ccchristian.org · office@ccchristian.org · (402) 762-3824
Office hours 9 am-3 pm Monday-Thursday, 9 am-12 pm Friday
Lead Pastor:
Kevin Whitmore
719-568-0154
kevin@ccchristian.org
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Family Life Pastor:
Nathan Brands
417-434-7237
nathan@ccchristian.org

