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Thank you to everyone who was able to give 
toward the "30 Pieces of Silver" offering on            
Easter Sunday, and thank you also to the 
many volunteers who helped spruce up the 
church—inside and out—during the April 9 
Church Work Day. We have been able to get a 
great start to renovating the church                     
playground. 

Last year's 30 Pieces of Silver offering           
totaled $2,464.35. We are excited to report 
that this year's 30 Pieces of Silver offering was 
$5,442.80. 

This brings the total fund for the                      
playground renovation to $7,907.15. This is 
enough to redo the groundwork under the 
playground and put in the new fence, which 
will enclose a larger space not only for the 
playground equipment but also a field area 
extending to the western property line where 
youth can play sports. 

The next Church Work Day will be Saturday, 
May 21, from 9 am-12 noon to continue           
working on the  
playground area as 
well as finish other 
clean-up projects 
inside the church. 
All work day                
volunteers are invited to a breakfast at 8 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

We are still in need of funding to purchase a 
set of safe and age-appropriate, professional-
grade, wooden playground equipment. We 
need additional $8,000 in donations to cover 
this purchase.  

Thank you for prayerfully considering            
making a donation either in the Sunday          
offering plate or online at 
www.ccchristian.org. 

Summer is just around the   
corner, and we are excited 
about not only the summer 
sermon series, “Minor 
Prophets in the Major 
Leagues,” starting June 19, 
but also about new Bible 
Classes we hope will draw 
you, your family, and our 
church closer to God. 

 

Pathways 
The Pathways Class—an             

indepth study into Clay           
Center Christian Church’s 
belief framework—will be 
offered as a 3-week Bible 
Class starting June 12. 

This class is appropriate 
for both people who are 
new to Clay Center Christian 
Church and are considering 
membership, as well as            
current members who have 
not yet taken the Pathways 
Class. 

More than a membership 
class, Pathways is a great 
way to learn about the   
foundations of Clay Center            
Christian Church, its new 
mission statement and the 4 
pathways that Clay Center 
Christian Church members 
take to grow in their           
relationship with Christ. 

Sticky Faith Parenting 
At Clay Center Christian 

Church, one of the things we  
value is FAMILY. One of the 
ways we do this is by   
providing tools and training 
for parents to use in raising 
their children up in faith. We 
as a church desire to help 
parents be able to create a 
faith in your children that 
will last longer than the time 
they live under your roof. 
We desire them to have 
faith they can call their own 
into their college years and 
beyond.  

We are  
offering a 5-
week Bible 
Class this              
summer called 
“Sticky Faith             
Family                
Training,” starting July 10.  

This video study will use a   
compelling blend of real-life 
stories and interviews with 
parents to drop you into the           
latest national family                  
research and into the hearts 
of parents discussing their 
own struggles, successes, 
and ideas that have shaped 
lasting faith in their own 
families.  

    Join Sticky Faith            
author Kara Powell and 
a host of parents like 

you in a fresh, honest look at 
parenting strategies.          
Discover new ideas that 
work and create a                      
personalized plan for                 
integrating those ideas into 
your own family routine.  

We hope that you will 
take advantage of this             
opportunity. 

 

Leadership 
In his book,                 

Courageous                   
Leadership, Bill 
Hybels states: 
“There’s a huge   
difference          
between visionary                   
leadership and get-it-done 
leadership.”  

The implications of this               
statement are crucial: We 
can have all the vision and 
planning we want, but if we 
don't have the leadership 
skills to move it forward, 
then the vision simply            
remains that—a vision and 
hope for what could be if we 
had the courage to lead!  

Will you answer the call to 
leadership development? A 
5-week Bible Class called 
"God's Plan for Leading the 
Church" will start July 10 to 
train men and women based 
on what the bible says we 
should know, be and do. 

Summer Bible Classes: Pathways, 
parenting and church leadership 

Work being done on 
church playground 
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God  
Personal God  

Salvation 
The Bible 

Identity in Christ 
Church 

Humanity 
Compassion 
Stewardship 

Eternity 
Worship 
Prayer 

Bible Study    
 

I’m not a list person, yet that is a         
significant list! These are the first 13  
topics of the church-wide “Believe” 
study we have been engaged in through 
Sunday sermons and weekly small group 
discussions. 

There are 17 more essential beliefs yet 
to explore in this series.    

Based on 1 Timothy 3:16-17, Key Idea 
#3 is “I believe the Bible is the inspired 
Word of God that guides my beliefs and 
actions.” At the core, the Church is        
effective only when we live lives based 
and shaped by the truth of God’s Word.  
Lead Pastor Kevin Whitmore and the 
Elders felt it important to return to the 
basic teachings of God’s Word to build a 
foundation for ministry and outreach, 
and this is basis for the church-wide 
“Believe” study. We can know what is 
valuable and true by looking to the            
inspired Word of God.    

The “Believe” series builds on the “40 
Days in the Word” series in 2014 that 
was followed by “The Story” series in 
2015.  

The “Believe” series is divided into 3 
sections, each 10 weeks long. The first 
10 topics were entitled “Think: What do I 
believe?” The 10 topics we are currently 
studying are collectively called “Act: 
What should I do?” The final 10 topics 
are a section known as “Be: Who am I 
becoming?”   

We strongly encourage you to be           
involved in this study. There are 3               
reasons I think it is vital 
to the effectiveness and 
health of the Church: 

 

Personal Spiritual 
Growth  

It is amazing, over the 
years I have been              
involved in leadership, 
the number of times I 
have heard from                 
disengaged people:             
“I am just not getting 
fed.”  

Most of these people 
unrealistically expect to 
get everything for their              
spiritual needs from a 20-minute               
sermon, just like they expect a 20-
minute song set will satisfy their desire 
for meaningful worship. 

These people rarely take advantage of 
morning Bible classes, small groups or 
other Christian mentoring and fellowship 
opportunities.  

     I am sure all of us eat more 
than a single snack each week 
to meet the nutritional                     
requirements for a healthy 
body! Take advantage of the 
personal, and corporate,                 
resources and fellowship              
opportunities this “Believe”   
series offers. 
 
 

Church Unity 
When the Church body looks to the 

Word of God for its values and core            
beliefs, it brings us to unity in Christ: We 
know what is true, what we believe and 
why we believe it. It gives the Church a          
unified voice of God’s love and the              
transforming power of the Gospel.    

In John 17, Jesus prayed for His               
disciples and those who would become 

Christ followers as a 
result. Jesus prayed for 
you and for me. Read it! 
He prayed that we 
would be one—ONE, 
not divided by things 
that don’t matter but 
unified in Christ and the 
transforming power of 
God’s Word. 
 

Develop Leadership  
Understanding and 
acting on these core 
teachings brings              
maturity that prepares 
us to lead and influence 

others. For the Church to be fruitful and              
faithful to its calling, each of us has to 
find our place—the sweet spot that God 
created for us to serve. As we take hold 
of the truth of God’s love, His grace and 
mercy, and the enormity of eternity, it 
will not be contained—it will transform 
our lives personally and corporately,  
defining our purpose and our priorities. 
Changed lives are inevitable. 

To learn more about “Believe,”             
contact Kevin at kevin@ccchristian.org 
or 719-568-0154, or check out the           
website: www.ccchristian.org. 

Blessings, 
 

Lyle Vonspreckelson  
and all the Elders of  

Clay Center Christian Church 

“As we take hold of 
the truth of God’s 

love, His grace and 
mercy, and the 

enormity of  
eternity, it will not 

be contained— 
it will transform 

our lives…  
Changed lives are 

inevitable.” 

EldEr’s cornEr: 

3 reasons to  
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Don’t forget to 
sign up  

your children 
and students 

for Bible Camp 
this summer!  

 

All youth  
grades 2-12  
are invited.  
Clay Center  

Christian Church 
will pay half of the 

early bird camp 
fee for any youth 
from the church  

registered for Pibel 
Bible Camp 2016.  

 
There are scholarships to 
help with the remaining 
cost. Forms are due to 
the church office by May 
15 to qualify for the early 
bird price (in parentheses 
to the right). 
 
Learn more at 
www.pibelbiblecamp.org 
or contact Nathan Brands 
at 417-434-7237 or  
nathan@ccchristian.org. 
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Crossroads International Student Ministries 
may be young—just 5 years old to be exact—
but its impact has been far-reaching. 

Greg Swinney, who 
works with Crossroads  
International at the             
University of Nebraska-
Kearney, visited Clay              
Center Christian Church on 
April 17 to be the guest 
speaker during the                 
Worship Service. He also 
gave an update on Crossroads International 
during the Bible Class hour. 

“I feel like we’re trying to build a jet                
airplane while flying,” Greg said. “It’s really 
taken off.” 

Crossroads International is a ministry             
introducing Christ to international college 
students at college campuses across the 
country through relationships with American 
students and host families.  

There is a huge need for Crossroads                  
International. There are nearly 1 million               
international students attending U.S.                      
Colleges right now. The international college 
student population has experienced                  

exponential growth over the last couple             
decades.  

The top countries sending their students to 
college here are China, India, South Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, Canada, Taiwan, Japan,             
Vietnam, Mexico and Brazil. In many of these 
countries, there are few Christians—or              
Christianity is even forbidden—so this      
presents a unique opportunity for Crossroads 
International to reach the unreached. 

Students representing 50 nations are with-
in walking distance of Greg’s house in 
Kearney. 

International students often arrive at U.S. 
colleges with a perspective of Americans       
limited to what they have viewed on             
television and movies—that we are all rich, 
selfish, violent, promiscuous and immoral. 
American Christians aren’t portrayed any 
more positively.  

Crossroads International bridges that gap 
of understanding, helping the culture shock 
and welcoming international students within 
an environment of Christian fellowship. 

Ministry may be as simple as inviting            
international students over for supper. It may 
be tangible, like locating dorm supplies like 
blankets for students who arrive with only a 
suitcase. Or it may be finding a way to             
empower young Muslim women to see their 
future differently. There are countless, often 
easy ways to serve international college   
students—all the while exposing them to 
prayer, worship songs and the bible. 

“We really don’t need to do anything that 
is unusual,” Greg said. “Set an extra plate at 
the table is all we need to do.” 

Learn more at 
www.crossroadsinternational.net. 

Crossroads International has world-reaching impacts, locally 

The Spousal Abuse Sexual Assault (SASA) Crisis Center in Hastings 
serves survivors of domestic and sexual violence, including victims 
of sex trafficking. Due to an increased need for its emergency  
shelters, SASA is urgently seeking the following donations:  
 2T-6X boys and girls clothes 
 full-sized bottles of shampoo, conditioner, lotion, deodorant, 

and hand cream 
 travel-sized goldfish crackers, granola bars, juice boxes, and            

other snacks 
 full-sized packages of toilet paper, paper towels, and facial                 

tissues paper products 
 new adult women’s night gowns, all sizes from small-XL 
 new or gently used short robes 
 

Drop off donations in the SASA bin in the church lobby. Learn more 
at www.sasacenter.org or by contacting Erica Ferrell at  
ericajoferrell@gmail.com or 402-879-1666. 

Drop off at the church office or in Room 112 Music Room. 

For more information, call Cathy Gibbs at 402-745-0213. 
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Keep your heart with all vigilance,  
for from it flow the springs of life.  

Proverbs 4:23 
 
For the past 27 years, since its founding in 

1989, a small ministry in Hastings, Neb., has 
given women experiencing unplanned                
pregnancies new hope and life to their          
unborn babies. 

You may have known this ministry—
among Clay Center Christian Church’s local 
missions—as Answers and Alternatives 
(AAA), AAA Crisis Pregnancy Center or its 
later name change, AAA Pregnancy Resource 
Center. As the ministry has grown through 
the years, so have its vision and reach…
leading to its latest transformation into the 
Wellspring Pregnancy + Health Center. 

In celebration of the ministry’s new look—
both in name and logo, and in renovation of 
its facilities at Crosier Park, Suite 202—and 
announcement of its expanded services to 
include ultrasound for expectant women and 
STD testing and treatment for men,            
Wellspring held an open house, dedication 
and ribbon cutting on April 12. Thank you to 
Jim Bovee, Elder at Clay Center Christian 
Church Elder and member of Wellspring’s 
Board of Directors, for these photos of           
Wellspring’s facilities.  

The name Wellspring comes from Proverbs 
4:23. Its mission is to enable individuals to 
make wise choices regarding relationships, 
pregnancy and their future by showing 
Christ’s unconditional love as we share         
information and offer physical, emotional, 
and spiritual support. And its vision is to be 
the most professional, compassionate, Christ
-centered pregnancy center in south-central 
Nebraska.  

A pro-life mission, Wellspring strives to 

empower women in    
embracing their role as 
mothers by enveloping 
them in God’s love and 
offering them a safe,     
confidential, and           
supported option other 
than abortion. In addition 
to its long-time services—
pregnancy tests,                 
counseling, and an              
incentive program where 
clients can “earn” baby 
care items through parenting classes—
perhaps Wellspring’s most anticipated new 
service is ultrasound. 

Research shows that abortion-vulnerable 
women who see an ultrasound of their             
unborn baby overwhelmingly—up to 90% of 
women—choose life.  

The ministry was approached in 2014 by 
the Knights of Columbus with the offer of an 
ultrasound machine. After much prayerful 
consideration, the ministry moved ahead 
with the decision to add ultrasound services 
in 2015. 

Also, in 2014, the ministry decided to join 
the Nebraska Infertility Prevention Project, 
which provides testing of samples for, and 
low-cost treatment of, sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs) of men. The idea, here            
especially, is to get clients coming through 
the door repeatedly—for testing, results, and 
treatment—each time an opportunity to 
build relationship, talk about Christ, and   
support them in changing the trajectory of 
their lives. 

     All Wellspring services 
are offered free of 
charge to its clients. This 
is made possible largely 
through donations from 
individuals and groups, 
including churches like 
Clay Center Christian, 
and a few anonymous 
grants.  
     The other significant 
contribution is volunteer 

services from a handful of advocates, 4           
certified ultrasound technicians, several  
registered nurses, a doctor to read                   
ultrasounds and another doctor to serve as 
the medical director—though it’s important 
to point out that Wellspring is not a medical 
clinic but rather primarily a pregnancy             
resource center with limited sexual health 
services. 

Not unlike the 
volunteers and   
donors of this          
ministry, its part-
time staff members 
Kristin Parr,               
executive director, 
and Trisha Burbach, 
client services                 
director, both see 
their work with 
Wellspring as             
following God’s 
direction for their 
lives.  

“I don’t like working in a job that doesn’t 
have true meaning,” said Kristin, who has 
worked in banking and insurance, and owned 
a photography business, and who is also          
currently the admissions counselor for              
Hastings Catholic Schools. 

Trisha was working in youth ministry in 
college, when she had the opportunity to 
shadow then executive director Tammy             
Paulus, formerly of Clay Center. 

“I fell in love with the center,” Trisha said. 
“God moved me into this position.” 

Learn more at wellspringhastings.com or 
by contacting Jim at 402-773-4353 or 
jbovee@spsne.org.  

Written by Rita Brhel 
Photography by Jim Bovee 

Hastings crisis pregnancy center reopens as Wellspring 

Wellspring’s Kristin Parr finds common ground with 
Luke Kliewer of Miriam’s Hope, another of Clay Center 
Christian Church’s local missions, in Wellspring’s lobby. 

Wellspring now offers ultrasound to its expectant clients, as well as STD testing 
and treatment for men, in addition to its longtime services of pregnancy tests, 
counseling, parenting classes, and an incentive program to earn baby care items. 

The idea is to get 
clients coming 
through the door  
repeatedly…  
each time an  
opportunity to 
build relationship, 
talk about Christ, 
and support them 
in changing the  
trajectory  
of their lives. 
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Regular Events 

Sunday 
 Breakfast with the Pastors, 8:45-

9:15 am, Fellowship Hall 
 Coffee Connection, 9 am,               

Fellowship Hall 
 Prayer Time, 9:15-9:30 am, Room 

115 
 Bible Classes, 9:30 am (Children’s 

for Birth-5th grade, Students for 6th
-12th grade, Adults) 

 Worship Service, 10:30 am,            
Worship Center                          
(Nursery open for 0-24 months, 
Wee Worship for 2-5 years,                   
Jr. Worship for K-3rd grade) 

Tuesday 
 Moms in Prayer, 9-10 am, Room 

135 
 Prayer Time, 10-11 am, Room 115 

Wednesday 
 Worship Rehearsal, 7 pm, Worship 

Center 

May Events 

Monday, May 2 
 Worship Ministry meeting, 7 pm, 

Room 112 

Saturday, May 7 
 Mowing Ministry, church grounds 

Sunday, May 8 
 Mothers & Grads Breakfast, 9 am, 

Fellowship Hall 

Monday, May 9  
 Finance Ministry meeting, 7:30 pm, 

Room 109 

Tuesday, May 10  
 Elders meeting, 7:30 pm, Room 109 

Sunday, May 15  
 Pibel Bible Camp registration due 
 Nursing Home Service, 3 pm,          

Harvard 

Saturday, May 21 
 Church Work Day, 9 am-12 noon, 

breakfast at 8 am 
 Mowing Ministry, church grounds 

Sunday, May 22  
 Volunteer Appreciation Lunch,               

Fellowship Hall 
 Last C4 students group meeting    

before summer break 

Sunday, May 29  
 Family Sunday 
 Children’s Promotion 
 

June Events 

Saturday, June 4 
 Mowing Ministry 

June 5-8 
 3rd-4th grade Pibel Bible Camp 

June 10-11 
 2nd grade Pibel Bible Camp 

Sunday, June 12 
 Missions speaker from Christian   

Student Fellowship 

June 12-17 
 7th-8th grade Pibel Bible Camp 

Saturday, June 18 
 Mowing Ministry 

Sunday, June 19-23 
 5th-6th grade Pibel Bible Camp 

Sunday, June 26 
 “Minor Prophets” sermons begin 
 Frontline worship team visiting 
June 26-July 1 
 9th-12th grade Pibel Bible Camp 
 

Clay Center Christian Church 
31371 Woodland Road, P.O. Box 183, Clay Center, NE 68933    

www.ccchristian.org   ·   office@ccchristian.org ·   (402) 762-3824   
Office hours 9 am-3 pm Monday-Thursday, 9 am-12 pm Friday 

 
Lead Pastor: 
Kevin Whitmore 
719-568-0154 
kevin@ccchristian.org 

Family Life Pastor: 
Nathan Brands 
417-434-7237 
nathan@ccchristian.org 

Birthdays 

May 1 
Kaleb Whitmore 
May 4 
Sylo Fitzgerald 
Delbert Miller 
May 6 
Rita Brhel 
Lonny Godtel 
May 8 
Renee Gavin 
Dean Godtel 
May 10 
Jedt Livgren 
May 11 
Jim Bovee 
May 12 
Nicholas Bushnell 
May 13 
Aundrea Powell 
May 18 
Garrett Fisher 
May 26 
Kellen Nunnenkamp 
May 27 
Cathy Gibbs 
Joel Livgren 
Ken Lockling 
May 28 
Jason Bell 
May 29 
Diann Gentry 
 

Anniversaries 

May 8 — Dean & Nancy Godtel  
May 9 — Bob & Tina Albrecht 
May 13 — Mike & Denise Carroll 
May 15—David & Judy Woods 
May 16—Harold & Kay Brumond 
May 17 — Delbert & Pat Miller 
May 22 — Terry & Ronda Nolan 
May 27—Clark & Cathy Gibbs 

 Mission of the Month:  

Pibel Bible Camp 
Founded in 1939 

with the purpose of 
helping the Church 
introduce people to 
Jesus and challenging 
them to become  
dedicated followers 
of Christ, Pibel provides programs for           
summer youth camps and camps for adult 
men and women in the fall. Learn more at 
www.pibelbiblecamp.org. 

Mission of the Month allows you to give 
extra — beyond the portion of the general 
Sunday offering already designated for Pibel 
Bible Camp — to this mission partner. 
Please write “May Mission of the Month” or 
“Pibel Bible Camp” on your check or money         
envelope when you give. 


