April 2016

“Believe: Act” church-wide study begins
After 10 weeks of learning how to
think like Jesus — in the first part of the
church-wide study of Believe by Randy
Frazee — we will now explore how to act
like Jesus.
The second part of the study,
“Believe: Act,” begins April 3 and
continues for 10 weeks as the focus of
the Sunday sermon series and in the
participating Small Groups.
The Believe study will take a break for
summer before continuing with the final
10-week section, “Believe: Be,” in the
fall.
The summer sermon series will be
“Minor Prophets in the Major Leagues.”
Look for more information in the May
newsletter.

Small Groups
Sunday:
 7 pm, led by Lyle & Peggy
VonSpreckelsen at the church
Monday:
 6:30 pm, led by Jim & Susan Bovee at
their home (Sutton)
 7 pm, led by Butch Stratman at the
church
Thursday:
 1 pm, led by Millie Burkum at the
home of Harold & Sherry Hansen
 5:30 pm, led by Kevin & Monica
Whitmore at the home of Dustin &
Janelle Corman (childcare provided)
 6:30 pm, led by Steven & Britney
VonSpreckelsen at the church
(children welcome)

Inside: What is Church?
Jim Bovee explores the answer
in the Elder’s Corner
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Are you part of a small group?
If you do not attend a
Small Group, we
encourage you to
consider joining one.
The majority of our
small groups are going
through the church-wide Believe study,
and this is a great time to jump into a
group as we are beginning the second
section of the Believe series, “Believe:
Act” — 10 key PRACTICES to help you
ACT more like Jesus.

These small groups are
a great opportunity to
build relationships with
others and go a little
deeper into the Believe
series.
We hope you will take advantage of
our Small Groups. If you would like more
information or would like to join a group,
please contact Nathan Brands at
nathan@ccchristian.org or 402-762-3826.

Pibel Bible Camp

Mission Trip 2016

CCCC pays half of the early bird camper
fee for each youth — sign up by May 16!
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Mark your calendar for the next
trip to Pine Ridge, Aug. 7-11
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Elders corner:

What is church?
A few weeks ago, Pastor Kevin
someone because you
Whitmore gave a message entitled
care about them.
“What is Church?” Since then, that
In fact, it’s much
question keeps playing over and over in stronger than just caring
my mind.
about someone — you
What, exactly, is church? Every time I love them because God
ask that question, I remember our
loves them and because
mission statement: Helping others to
we all share this
know and love Jesus. It has become
wonderful place, even
crystal clear — that is what church is
with all its faults, called
about!
“church.”
So, how does that work?
So, how does that
I understand the identified duties and work? How is it possible that every
jobs of a church. We have many
single person who walks through our
ministries that many wonderful
church doors is able to help others to
servants commit to and pour their
know and love Jesus? Everyone can’t
whole heart into. I fully understand that do the “identified” jobs, but everyone
when a ministry servant is taking on
can certainly do the “unidentified” jobs!
that identified ministry, that a part of
Instead of thinking of someone who
the journey is an opportunity to
needs a card, go buy a half dozen $1.00
include others, involve
cards and decide who
them in kingdom work,
“Use your own you will send them to!
and develop
Fix a meal. Seek out a
imagination
as
relationships that have
person in the foyer who
the potential of bringing you look for those has not been to church
others to know and love
for awhile. You don’t
special
ways
to
Jesus. We must never
have to make it a
be the hands, feet, conversation about
forget that, and we
must never minimize
voice, tears and missing them as they
the importance of that
will figure that out on
heart of Jesus.” their own just because
journey, because if we
do, then “church” is
you sought them out!
merely an effort to accomplish a task,
Write a letter to one of our missionaries
and at the end of that task, did anyone that you are praying for them and that
grow to know and love Jesus?
you want to encourage them. Step into
Again, I fully understand that part of a Sunday morning Bible Class and ask
church. I have understood it since I was the teacher and the students if you can
a little boy. But when Pastor Whitmore say a brief prayer with them. Prepare
asked, “What is church?” I knew there is and serve a meal for the C4 Student
much more to helping others know and Ministry group. Send a “thinking of you”
love Jesus because it does not involve
text.
everyone, and it did not cover the most
Susan and I once had a lady in our
important part of building relationships, church write a whole page on a
which is simply doing something for
Christmas card just to say how much

she enjoyed seeing us at church. We
read that card over and over again.
Why? Because it helped us know and
love Jesus even more! She was the pen
of Jesus that day.
Another lady simply stopped me in
the foyer and said how much she
appreciated everything I do, instead of
telling me how much I fail to do. She
was the voice of Jesus that day.
Use your own imagination as you look
for those special ways to be the hands,
feet, voice, tears and heart of Jesus.
Good or bad, we all have habits. Why
not develop a habit of trying to think of
a new, fresh and unique “unidentified”
way to help others to know and love
Jesus! You won’t be disappointed.
Doing these unidentified jobs has
become my most effective way to
overcome hurts and discouragements.
When I am discouraged, and I find
something to do to lift the spirits of
someone else, it never fails to lift my
spirits.
What is church? Helping others to
know and love Jesus, and that is a job
for everyone!
Blessings,
Jim Bovee and all the Elders of
Clay Center Christian Church

Church work day on april 9
Join us on Saturday, April 9, from 9 am-12 noon for a Church Work Day.
There is something for everyone to help with! We will be do spring cleaning inside
and outside of the church building, and working on the children’s playground area.
Hope to see you there!

Missions update:

Pibel, Crossroads, Pine Ridge and...
Missions support is an integral part of
Clay Center Christian Church. We are
blessed to be able to give 9% of the
weekly offering to our missions
partners. We have several updates for
you this month:

Crossroads

Greg Swinney of
Crossroads
International Student
Ministries will be our
guest speaker on
Sunday, April 17,
Pibel Bible Camp
during the Worship
There are 2 work
Service.
days this month at
Everyone is invited to a
Pibel to get the
potluck fellowship dinner
campgrounds ready
following Worship. Please
for Bible Camp this summer:
bring a large dish of food to
 Saturday, April 16 — Clean-up Day share.
 Saturday, April 30 — Work Day (for
Crossroads International is also April’s
repairs and maintenance)
Mission of the Month. While you can
CCCC will be transporting a group to designate a special offering anytime of
the Work Day in the church van, leaving the year for any of our missions
the morning of April 30. Watch the
partners, the Mission of the Month
Sunday bulletin for more information.
offers a specified opportunity to give
You are also welcome to go to the
extra toward that month’s missions
Clean-up Day, but transportation is on partner.
your own.
Crossroads International is an
Camper registration is now open for outreach ministry to international
Pible Bible Camp. CCCC will pay for half college students, helping them learn
of the early bird registration fee for
about Jesus through relationships with
each CCCC youth that signs up. The
American students and host families.
early bird deadline is May 16.
Learn more at
This year’s Bible Camp theme is “The www.crossroadsinternational.net.
Unlikelies” focused on 1 Cor. 1:20-29.
Camp dates this
Pine Ridge
year are (early bird
We are planning
registration fee is in
another Mission Trip
parentheses):
to the Pine Ridge
 2nd grade - June
Lakota Sioux
10-11 - $30 ($27)
Reservation in South
 3rd-4th grade - June 5-8 - $90 ($81) Dakota. Mark your
 5th-6th grade - June 19-23 - $120
calendars for August 7-11!
($108)
This will be our second Mission Trip to
 7th-8th grade - June 12-17 - $150
Pine Ridge. Our first trip was in May
($135)
2015.
 9th-12th grade - June 26-July 1 We also held a hat and glove drive in
$150 ($135)
December for Pine Ridge families, and
Pibel Bible Camp is located near
took part in delivering these donations
Erickson, NE. It was founded in 1939
and fruit to children on the reservation.
with the purpose of helping the Church
We have been able to do impactful
introduce people to Jesus and
work on the reservation, and we are
challenging them to become dedicated hoping to reach even more families on
followers of Him. Learn more at
this year’s Mission Trip. Please be in
www.pibelbiblecamp.org.
prayer for the Mission Trip and how you
might be able to be involved!

MiriAM’s hope
The Missions Ministry team has
added a new missions partner: Miriam’s
Hope.
This is a new ministry
of Revive Ministries in
Hastings, NE.
Luke and Corina
Kliewer visited
CCCC in March,
and spoke during
the Bible Class
hour and gave the
Missions Moment
during the
Worship Service.
An in-depth article covering this visit
will be included in a new Missions
Spotlight newsletter later in April.
Luke and Corina are
also the coordinators of
the Hastings’ Area
Royal Family Kids Camp,
a Bible Camp for foster children, which
is recruiting volunteers to help with this
year’s camp, May 30-June 3. A former
foster child himself, Luke has a passion
for reaching lost children and
introducing them to Jesus. Learn more
at http://hastings.royalfamilykids.org.
Miriam’s Hope will reach children
from the other side of the foster care
system by ministering to families at risk
of court-ordered separation from their
children. This prevention-based model
is unique.
Miriam’s Hope has secured a building
and is raising funds to renovate it into 2
living quarters, to house 2 families in an
intensive Christ-centered program to
teach parenting skills, career planning,
financial planning, addiction counseling,
cooking classes, life skills, family
mentoring and more.
Also as part of Miriam’s Hope Luke
hopes to be able to start offering
parenting classes open to the
community soon.
Learn more about Miriam’s Hope at
http://reviveinc.org/miriams-hope.

April Events
Monday, April 4


2016 VBS - July 25-29 - 6-8 pm
3 yr-5th grade

Worship Ministry meeting, 7 pm,
Room 112

Tuesday, April 5


Elders meeting, 7 pm, Room 109

Wednesday, April 6


Vacation Bible School planning
meeting, 7 pm, Room 109

Saturday, April 9



Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study, 8 am,
Fellowship Hall
Church Work Day, 9 am-12 noon

Sunday, April 10


Jam Session, 3 pm, Worship Center

Monday, April 11


Finance Ministry meeting, 7 pm, Room
109

Saturday, April 16


Pibel Bible Camp Clean-up Day
(Erickson, NE - transportation on own)

Sunday, April 17





Guest speaker: Greg Swinney of
Crossroads International Student
Ministries, 10:30 am, Worship Center
Potluck fellowship dinner to follow
Worship, Fellowship Hall
Harvard Nursing Home Service, 3 pm
(Harvard)

Regular Events
Sunday







Saturday, April 30


Pibel Bible Camp Work Day (Erickson,
NE - CCC to take group in church van)

May Events



Sunday, May 1



Baby Dedication Day
Ministry Team Leader meeting

Monday, May 2


Worship Ministry meeting, 7 pm,
Room 112

Sunday, May 8





Mothers and Grads Breakfast
Mothers Day recognition
Graduates recognition
No C4 Student Ministry group

Monday, May 9


Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study

Sunday, May 22



All Children’s Ministry meeting
Last C4 Student Ministry group
before summer break

Sunday, May 29



Tuesday



Moms in Prayer, 9-10 am, Room
135
Prayer Time, 10-11 am, Room 115

Wednesday


Worship Rehearsal, 7 pm, Worship
Center

Thursday


Ladies Bible Study, 7 pm, Room 109
(5-week study)

Finance Ministry meeting

Saturday, May 14


Breakfast with the Pastors, 8:459:15 am, Fellowship Hall
Coffee Connection, 9 am,
Fellowship Hall
Prayer Time, 9:15-9:30 am, Room
115
Bible Classes, 9:30 am (Children’s
for Birth-5th grade, Students for 6th
-12th grade, Adults)
Worship Service, 10:30 am,
Worship Center
(Nursery open for 0-24 months,
Wee Worship for 2-5 years, Jr.
Worship for K-3rd grade)
C4 Student Ministry, 6-8 pm, Jr High
-Room 124, Sr High-Room 114
(during the school year)

Family Sunday
Children’s Promotion

Birthdays
April 1
Lexi VonSpreckelsen
April 4
Bailee Parrish
Byron Wilson
April 5
B. Charles Johnson
April 6
Doug Livgren
Scot VonSpreckelsen
April 11
Sydney Smith
April 12
Mersaidies Nacke
Jonathan Spilker
April 17
Jan Stratman
April 18
Dee Aspegren
April 19
Nathan Brands
April 23
Ryan Fitzgerald
April 26
Rod Smith

Anniversaries
April 5 — Leonard & Joy Willard
April 28 — Kevin & Monica Whitmore
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