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Helping people know and love Jesus

Our new Missions Partner: Miriam’s Hope of Hastings
It can be difficult to feel God's presence
in the darkest moments of our lives. But
often, when we reflect back on those
moments — sometimes years later — we can
see God's hand in our life's journey and why
He has guided us to where we are today.
When Luke Kliewer was 3 years old, he
found himself in a new home with a new
family in Stockham. His earliest years — a
time of a child's fastest brain development
centered on primarily on the security of the
emotional bonds with his mother — were
spent in turmoil, lost in his mother's troubled
years. He has no conscious memories of the
events of the first few years of his life before
being adopted, but his emotional memories
still bear the scars.
Yet those emotional scars don't hold Luke
back. God has taken Luke's experiences and
transformed Luke into a voice for today's
foster youth and adoptive families.
Luke and his
wife, Corina, not
only have been
serving as foster
parents for 8
years and have
adopted 2 of their
4 children out of
the foster care
system, but have
also been
leading the Hastings' area Royal Family Kids
Camp for foster and adopted youth. This
1-week summer camp is a Christ-centered
ministry that combines traditional outdoor
camp activities, like fishing and riding a
zipline, with Bible study and positive adultchild connections. The camp serves 60 youth
per year.
"Every kid has a birthday party and leaves
with a photo album full of pictures and an
MP3 player with camp songs," Luke said
during a March 13 visit to Clay Center
Christian Church where he spoke about his
life and ministries — singing part of his
message while playing a guitar — during the

Bible Class hour and again for the Missions
Moment during the Worship Service.
Birthday parties and photo albums are
powerful tools God uses through Royal
Family Kids Camp to love on these youth,
whose emotional wounds last long after
they're separated from their birth families.
Their foster and adoptive families love these
children, but they need God's love and power
to transcend the emotional wounds they
continue to carry on from their broken birth
families. Royal Family Kids Camp is a ministry
with real power to make real difference.
“God uses this camp to change these kids’
lives,” Luke said.
Part of Luke and Corina's visit to Clay
Center Christian was to seek out volunteers
to be involved with this year's Royal Family
Kids Camp. We are excited to see interest
among our congregation members, and we
encourage you to pray about how you can be
involved. Learn more about Royal Family Kids
Camp at hastings.royalfamilykids.org.

Miriam’s Hope
Luke and Corina are
also starting a new
ministry, Miriam's Hope,
to address the issue of
foster and adoptive
families from the
prevention side:
preventing court-ordered separation. So
named after the story of Moses, when sister
Miriam was able to reunite Moses with his
birth mother after Moses was discovered by
the Egyptian princess, Miriam's Hope strives
to unite at-risk families with God and to keep
birth parents and their children together by
rehabilitating families from the ground up.
“This will be a safe place for families to
reset their lives,” Luke said.
Miriam's Hope was given a building in
Hastings, 1818 West B Street, which is in the
process of being remodeled — progress
Continued on page 2...
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Clay Center Christian’s
Missions Partners
Mission support is an integral part of our
church. We believe that missions work is
vital toward the expansion of God’s
Kingdom. We want to serve the world
through missions — giving people from all
walks of life, circumstances and different
cultures the opportunity to experience
God’s saving grace, love and compassion.
A total of 9% of our offerings go directly
toward missions. Our Missions Ministry
Team allocates funds and develops ongoing
partnerships with our global and local
Missions Partners:
 Christian Student Fellowship
 Clay County Food Pantry
 Clay County Giving Tree
 Crossroads International Student
Ministries
 Deaf Missions
 Hands of Compassion (Asia)
 Kulpahar Kids’ Home (India)
 Miriam’s Hope
 Nebraska Christian College
 New Beginnings Ministry Center
(Webuye, Kenya)
 Pibel Bible Camp
 Sandy Creek Backpack Program
 Wellspring Pregnancy + Health Center
You are invited to join our Missions Ministry
Team, or you can be involved with missions
in other ways, such as through prayer, by
volunteering with any of our local Missions
Partners or joining us on our Mission Trip to
the Pine Ridge Lakota Sioux Reservation in
South Dakota on August 7-11. More
information on the Mission Trip will be
available in coming months. Learn more
about the Missions Ministry by contacting
Monica Whitmore at 719-568-1697 or
joyfulmj@hotmail.com.

happening as funds come in — into an
in-patient program for up to 2 families at a
time who are at risk of losing their children to
foster care. Miriam's Hope will provide
housing, mentoring, counseling and
instruction in God's Word as well as
employment and life skills training, ranging
from nutritional, parenting and financial
classes to addiction counseling, career
planning and tutoring for children. Each
family will stay in the program for 12 to 18
months, before transitioning to an outpatient program that will continue offering all
of the classes on an ongoing basis. The outpatient program will also be offered to other
families who are not part of the in-patient
program so as many families can be helped
as God intends.
Miriam's Hope wants to raise $100,000 to
finish remodeling and to furnish 2
apartments for the in-patient program. There
is currently a family that has shown interest
in being part of the program, and the family
courts judge involved has said he plans to
reunite the family as soon as Miriam's Hope
is able to open its doors.
“The greatest predictor of cyclical foster
care is homeless,” Luke said, “31% of foster
kids can go home today if their parents had a
place to live.”
Beyond funding, Miriam's Hope is also in
need of volunteers to sign up to be part of
the program’s services, including serving as
mentor families and class instructors.
Clay Center Christian’s Missions Team has
approved Miriam’s Hope as a new Missions
Partner. Learn more about Miriam’s Hope at
reviveinc.org/miriams-hope or on Miriam’s
Hope Facebook page.

Dear Clay Center Christian
Church,
Many thanks for your
kindness, for making us feel so
welcome, for lunch and allowing
us to speak of the ministries we
are involved with.
We know and trust that the
Lord will provide in His timing for
these ministries. We appreciate
all of your support! Many thanks
and God bless,
~ Luke and Corina Kliewer
and kids

Luke’s Story
Luke connected with his
birth mother only in the
last few years. She found
the strength to share with
Luke what his early years
were like:
Luke’s birth mother
grew up near Geneva
and found herself
pregnant at age 17. He
was a “party baby,”
and Luke’s birth father
wanted nothing to do
with Luke or his
mother. After Luke was
born, he lived with his
grandmother while his
in stressful situations but in cognitive
mother attempted to restart her life at
college. However, she was kicked out of
functioning: From age 9 to 18 months
college for using drugs, and she returned
especially, the right side of the brain — the
to the party scene. Luke was now again
area responsible for logical, linear, linguistic
living with his mother, but she didn’t
and language development — is experiencing
have the maturity and parenting skills to
rapid growth.
know what to do, so she continued her
Yet, even with the odds stacked against
partying lifestyle and struggled to care
Luke
and the other 400,000 children in the
for her son, often not having the money
U.S.
foster
care system today, God has
to buy formula. Eventually, Luke’s
provided
a
way of healing — through a
mother began a relationship with a man
who only added the dangers to her child.
relationship in Christ, and a biological
“So there we were: Me
reconditioning that allows a
and my mom and an
person to be able to change
abusive, felon drug user
Little children, his neural pathways through
living in a car,” Luke said.
Christ-centered
The trio drove down to
let us not love relationships. Brain imaging
Texas to a distant relative,
literally shows neural
asking for a place to stay.
pathways changing as a
with word or
The relative refused as she
person learns new ways of
didn’t want a felon to stay
at her house, so Luke’s
with tongue, but being and relating with
mom asked if at least her
others. It’s amazing how
child could stay. The
in deed and
God designed the human
relative agreed to care for
brain!
Luke, and his mother
truth.
But God also designed
dropped him off and she
the
family unit to stay
went to live with her
together,
and the trauma
—1
John
3:18
boyfriend. Luke didn’t
that
happens
as the result
know this woman, and his
of family dysfunction can
mother only visited at
most once a week. Eventually, his mother
make it very difficult for some people to
and her boyfriend took Luke back again
overcome and come to Christ. Miriam’s
and returned to Kearney, where she
Hope, through Christ, has an opportunity to
made the choice to give up her son.
place entire families in God’s hands, to heal
Luke was adopted by a Stockham
broken hearts and help parents find their
family when he was 3 years old.

way.
At any one point, 600,000 children in the
While Luke doesn’t have any conscious
United
States have contact with the foster
memories from this time of his life, his brain
care
system
— 400,000 whom remain in
development was swiftly forming around his
foster
care.
Of
these children, 100,000 could
traumatic experiences. Neural pathways
be
adopted
today.
between his brain cells were literally
The U.S. foster system is overwhelmed by
cementing with each interaction — nurturing
this
epidemic. There are simply way more
or traumatic — with and without his mother.
families
in need of intervention than there
These experiences, proven through brain
are
programs
available to provide that
imaging and other elements of neuroscience,
intervention,
and
even the interventions
literally shape how the brain works, not only
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available often lack what only God can
provide: hope and healing through Christ and
Christ-centered relationships with caring
families willing to come alongside troubled
families and mentor them through the often
insurmountable challenges of poverty, poor
coping abilities and lack of life skills, including
parenting.
The hope in most cases of courtordered separation is that families can be
reunited, but the parents must prove that
they can provide a safe and stable
environment for their child. Without the
opportunity to build life skills through Christcentered relationships, parents often lose
custody of their children.
The next hope is that child will be adopted
by a family who can provide that security.
But adoption is only the beginning; the
emotional healing from the trauma of
separation from a birth family, in addition to
the trauma of abuse or neglect by birth
parents, takes years to overcome. And
adoptive families are not always prepared
for, or supported in, the work they have
ahead of them.
At age 25, Luke and Corina decided to
become foster parents and went through
intense training to prepare themselves and
their home for their first placement, who
came when he was 4 years old. This was their
only child at the time, so they lavished on

him. They poured their hearts into their
relationship with this child, only to be
rebuffed by what appeared to be
ungratefulness for their love and attention.
But not everything was as it
seemed.
“He had everything taken
from him,” Luke recalled. “He
entered foster care when he
was 2 years old. He had
everything taken from him 7
times!”
This child had been moved
from one foster home to
another, over and over, having his entire life
turned upside-down each time. It wasn’t that
this child didn’t like his toys and their
attention, but that he had developed a selfprotection to not become attached — to
guard against future trauma of losing what
he loved...just as he had experienced already
many times in his young life. Neuroscience
shows that breaks in attachment to others
can render children who are unable to attach
— and therefore to feel love and be loved by
others — through their lifetimes. These
children go on to become adults who are
unable to feel love or be loved. Consider that
80% of the U.S. prison population is
comprised of former foster kids.
Children who experience trauma are also
more likely to suffer from mental illness,

suicide attempts, alcohol and substance
abuse, other addictions, to be victims of rape
and domestic violence, and even chronic
health conditions.
Of course, we know God
can heal those attachment
breaks and children’s
emotional defenses through
Christ-centered relationships.
And that is just what
happened to this first foster
child of Luke and Corina —
they adopted him, and he is
now 12 years old.
And there are so many children who are
adopted by loving, Christ-centered families.
But there remains hundreds of thousands of
children in foster care who are not adopted,
who are not able to experience the security
and healing of a Christ-centered family. And
that’s where ministries like Miriam’s Hope –
a unique, one-of-a-kind program — can bring
hope to families before their children enter
foster care, and make a difference in not only
those children’s lives but the future of the
foster care system.
“The foster care system is the only system
everyone knows is broken, but no one does
anything about,” Luke said. “We, as a nation,
are reactive. This [Miriam’s Hope] is
proactive.”
Written by Rita Brhel

Missions update:

HOC sees the Holy Spirit bringing Bible Study groups together
A couple of months
ago, a very significant thing
was opened up in Our
Land, a Discovery Bible
Study (DBS). A DBS is a
simple method for
scriptural truth to be
discovered rather than simply taught.
Church history is full of examples of
great teachers, but often their teaching did
not get applied to the many lives of those
who heard. However, if the Holy Spirit
reveals something to a person, it is even
more powerful than a great teacher. We
have been commanded (Matthew 28:19-20)
not only to go and baptize, BUT to teach
them to OBEY everything Jesus has
commanded. Here is the glitch the world
over. We have gone, baptized, and taught,
but OBEDIENCE is certainly hit and miss.
What if a community of faith would start to
obey fully all that Jesus taught. Wow, would
not things be different?

The significance of this
DBS is that it started in the
household of one of the
believing leaders. His
whole family, most whom
have been baptized, meet
to be taught without a
teacher (except for the Holy Spirit) a series
of scriptures that take them from Creation
to the Cross. The style is done for people
who either don’t read or don’t read much.
They all internalize the weekly stories from
the Word, even memorize them, retell them
and then commit to obey something from
them.
Already, after a short time, two more
groups seem ready to start from believers
and non-believers who have been a part of
this first Bible study.
We have purposely never forced
believers to meet together other than
encouraging it. In the beginning, several
years ago, when they were new believers,
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the brothers met together, but there was
much opposition. Those meetings only
included men, not women. Now that they
have weathered the opposition to their faith
and are meeting in their houses; it includes
the women of the household. Many of them
are fringe believers or nearly believers. We
have prayed for such a love of God’s Word
to take place; however, until a year ago, we
had very little of the Word in the language
of our people. God’s timing is wonderful.
The New Testament was released, and a few
months later, DBS’s started without having
to cajole the believers to do it! AMEN!
PRAISE THE LORD! This could mark the
start of something very big. We are excited
for the possibilities. After so many years of
holding on to our principles, these believers
should be allowed to find out for themselves
what the Community of Jesus looks like in
their own context and culture, rather than
being taught a culturally western form of
“church.” S&A

Missions update:

Kulpahar Kids Home serving India’s children, but in need of workers
I want to thank you for your faithful and
generous prayer and financial support for
the Kulpahar Kids Home. The Lord uses both
to build His kingdom in that far away place
in India.
I would ask that you please continue
your financial support so that this great
work may continue. I assure you, hundreds
of village children are truly blessed by the
fine education they receive. They are fed not
only nourishing food for their bodies, but
also nourishing spiritual food through the
teaching of the gospel, combined with their
secular education. The boarding students
who live and learn at Kulpahar Kids Home
are also richly blessed to receive a quality
education, which would not be otherwise
possible for them.
These students are from impoverished
Christian families. Their lives are
being profoundly impacted by
their schooling. They grow in
ever deeper relationships with
Christ through the preaching,
teaching and loving they receive
in this Christian community.
Kulpahar Church of Christ Mission has saved
the lives of countless “throw away” children.
It continues to do so through their outreach
to all children.
I would ask that you prayerfully
consider some other needs of the
missionaries of Kulpahar. The fine ladies,
Linda Stanton and Sharon Cunningham, have
committed their lives to this work. They
continue to pray and watch for new workers
to be added to the harvest there. They have
made the decision to suspend their
scheduled furlough rotation back to the
United States. They both feel that it Is not
possible to leave their work, or the other,
behind. When the Lord sends new
missionaries to join them, they then would
be able to come home for respite, rest and
renewal. Until then, they will remain in India
together. Please pray for God to send
workers to join them and team with them
there at Kulpahar. They pray for married

couple or couples. Ultimately, the Lord
will send whom He sends. If you know of
anyone in your congregation that is
feeling called to the foreign missions
field, please encourage them to consider
Kulpahar Kids Home.
Finally, I would ask you to prayerfully
consider sending a a team to Kulpahar for
a short-term mission trip. Go and see
where and how your love gifts are being
spent. This would be a life-changing trip, I
assure you. I know it was for me. The faces
and loving hearts of the children of Kulpahar
are ever in my mind and in my prayers. God
would reward and enrich you for your
faithfulness in going to Kulpahar on a
mission of encouragement and fellowship to
the Christian community there. Your
presence would also inspire Linda and
Sharon beyond imagination.
Please feel free to contact me with any
questions or comments that you may have

on any of these matters. May God bless you
and keep you ever in His kingdom. As we
continue to plan for the future of Kulpahar
Kids Home, we will keep in touch. In the
mean time, check out the Kulpahar
Christmas video at https://
vimeo.com/117940325 and their website at
kulpaharkidshomeschool.org.
~ Michael J. Smith, President,
American Board of Directors,
Kulpahar Church of Christ Mission
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