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Helping people know and love Jesus

Blackwood Brothers Concert is September 13
The Blackwood Brothers Quartet
will be performing at Clay Center
Christian Church on Tuesday,
September 13, at 7 pm. All are
welcome.
The Tennessee gospel group was
formed in 1934 by 4 Blackwood
brothers, and the family tradition
is carried on today by the son of
one of the founding brothers. Billy
Blackwood sings baritone.
Joining him are Wayne Little, tenor; Mike
Helwig, lead; and Butch Owens, bass.

Learn more at
www.blackwoodbrothers.com.

Family Fun Day set for September 18
Join us for Family Fun Day on Sunday,
September 18:
 Worship, 10:30 am, at the church
 Fellowship Meal, following Worship,
at the church—along with Children’s
Games and Bounce House
 Golf, pick teams at 1:30 pm, tee time
at 2 pm, Crooked Creek Country Club in
Clay Center—sign up to play golf by
September 11
 Supper, 6 pm, Crooked Creek Country
Clubhouse
Everyone is welcome! Bring your friends
and family!
Golf sign-up is in the church lobby. Fee is
$5. For more information about golfing, call
Butch Stratman at 402-469-5721.
If you have any other questions, contact
Kevin Whitmore at kevin@ccchristian.org
or 719-568-0154.

Family Fun Day is our celebration to kick
off our 10-week, church-wide study
“Believe: Be.” Sunday sermons and Small
Group studies will focus on how to be more
like Jesus. If you’d like to join a weekly
Small Group, sign up in the church lobby.
For more information, contact Nathan
Brands at nathan@ccchristian.org or
402-762-3824.

Inside: Bringing Christ to the Elderly

Adult Pibel Bible
Camps upcoming
in September
Don’t miss the opportunity to
sign up for your weekend at Pibel
Bible Camp:
 Women’s
Camp is
September
9-11—
Theme is
“Lord, What Is
My Task?” based on Micah
6:8. There is no childcare
available.
 Men’s Camp is
September
16-17—
Theme is “The
Unlikelies”
based on 1 Corinthians 1:2029.
Cost is $30 per person. More
information, including what to
bring, is available in the church
lobby.
These camps are a great time
to gather with other Christians
from Nebraska and grow in your
relationship with God and each
other. Each camp will be filled
with worship, God’s Word,
fellowship, and lots of fun.
For more information, contact
Nathan Brands at 402-762-3824
or nathan@ccchristian.org.

Missions Updates

Ken Lockling expounds on James 1:27 and shares
his passion for serving the elderly and housebound
page 2

Read how your offering is helping people know and love
Jesus around the world—and locally, too!
pages 4-6

Photos from the Mission Trip to Pine Ridge Lakota Reservation … pages 3 & 7
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Bringing

to the Elderly

What CCCC Offers
In the Book of James, James addressed
At Clay Center Christian
some of the problems of society during
Church (CCCC), we attempt
his time—people blaming others for
to provide this type of help
their sins, a lack of faith, being prideful
when we hear of needs—
of our wealth or bitter from poverty,
and as a regular Worship
having a quick temper, talking a lot
Service to Harvard Rest
without actions following it, showing
Haven in Harvard, NE. Before
favoritism, exploiting those who cannot
it closed, we also provided a
protect themselves, and pride of
service for the long-term
position.
nursing facility in Edgar, NE. We continue
Does this sound much different than
to minister to people in their own homes
society today?
who cannot get out for whatever reason.
This ministry has become a passion of
What We Are To Do
mine, which grew from a seed planted
In a nutshell, James directs us to “walk
by my dad when I was a young boy.
the walk” if you are going to “talk the
My dad was a preacher who didn’t
talk” and don’t think more highly of
have that wonderful ability that some
yourself than you ought. He sums it up in
have to keep you glued to the edge of
the last verse of his first chapter, James
your seat with anticipation for every
1:27:
word—no. Frankly, I thought many times
Religion that God our Father
that he was the most boring speaker I
accepts as pure and faultless is
ever heard. (It could be because I was his
this: to look after orphans and
kid!)
But what I did learn from my dad from
widows in their distress and to
a
very
young age was that he loved
keep oneself from being polluted
people. All people! It didn’t matter if
by the world.
they were young, old, black, white,
In this country and our culture today, brown, fat, skinny, rich, poor, sick and on
we don’t have huge numbers of
their death bed, or in perfect health. I
unwanted children starving on the
don’t write this to build my dad in your
streets or widows forced into
eyes, but to tell you that it was his love
prostitution just for survival. Sure, those for people and his love for me that made
conditions do exist some here, but more him make me get up in front of 10
so in some other countries, and we as
people in a nursing home service and
the church should put effort into caring lead them in singing hymns when I really
for those children and widows.
didn’t want to. Looking back, he was
However, I believe the point James
training me in the love of people.
was making is much broader—I believe
Today I find ministering to the elderly
he was saying true religion is to do your the most fulfilling thing I get to do!
best to provide what you can for people
in your community first, then all over,
Filling a Real Need
who do not have access to the comforts
Seniors get very few people outside of
and resources of mainstream society.
relatives and the nursing home staff who
I believe those needs can be monetary, are willing to take time out of their days
physical, emotional, and spiritual—
to spend some of it with them. Many
probably with the greatest emphasis on times, life has become quite a struggle
the spiritual, largely because it has
for them, and they need hope and
eternal implications, and is not provided comfort.
by government and other social groups.
Sometimes, it is very hard to know the
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words to say to offer hope, but this is
really where Christ and the Church truly
thrive. Through Christ, there can be hope
of healing of mind, body, and spirit. God
designed the body and made it, can heal
whoever He chooses.
Even when the wear and tear of life
and age has taken its toll—when life
here on earth no longer holds its
appeal—the true reality of an afterlife
with streets of gold walking along with
Jesus is an attainable hope only for those
who know Jesus. As long as there is
breath, it is never too late to get to know
him!
Come, Serve with Me
I end this note with an appeal: There is
always opportunity to share the love
that Jesus has put in your heart with
people in the nursing home and in their
own homes. It is very easy to be real—as
most of them have long lost their pride,
having been humbled by life, they don’t
care if you are the best singer, reader, or
even looker. There is no need to impress.
They love to visit, be prayed with, and on
Sundays, most love to partake of the
emblems of the body and blood of
Christ.
If you have a desire to serve in this
ministry, or know of someone who is in
need of being served and a little
encouragement, please contact me or
any of the staff or other elders.
In the service of the King of Kings,

Ken Lockling,
Elder of Clay Center Christian Church

Mission trip 2016:

Sharing God’s Love with the Lakota
Thank you to all who supported the Mission Trip team through donations and prayers, so that we could travel to the Pine
Ridge reservation in South Dakota to serve the Lakota people on August 12-14!
These photos (more on page 7) were provided by Tina Albrecht, a member of the Mission Trip. Join us on Sunday, August
28, at 9:30 am, in the Fellowship Hall, to learn more from the Missions Team about the work we were able to accomplish
this year.
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Missions Updates
we wondered if Joshua was walking
around our walls—all of this tongue-inHands of Compassion
cheek! We are so very grateful for God’s
Please pray for continued impact on
bountiful blessings—it’s raining!
Muslim people.
We want to share so many praises:
Local contact: Doug Livgren
 We are having the best monsoon
surgery here in India. She has just
than we’ve had in the last 10 years!
Kulpahar Kids’ Home
been released from the hospital in
 We are seeing our wells fill again!
For so long
the U.S. Her heart is working only at
 We got the pipeline laid to our
we thought, has
20-25%, her liver went in shut-down,
neighbor’s well! We only had to use
Elijah come back
and she has gallstones. Their son-init a short time, but it is there when
and said repent or you’ll get no rain for 5
law is a doctor, so she is in good
we need it again.
years? Now we’re looking to see if Noah  When a section of our boundary wall
hands! Please pray for her best
is building another ark, and last Saturday,
possible recovery.
fell—from so much rain—our
KulpaharChristianSchool.org
agricultural department had a fence
Local contact: Tina Albrecht
fully in place within 3 hours of it
falling!
 Britnee has enjoyed her time here
Mission support is an integral part of our
South Pacific Christian Fellowship
and has learned much about the
church. We believe that missions work is
We are giving praise
Indian culture! She is leaving for
vital toward the expansion of God’s
to God for the Trump
Delhi with Sharon.
Kingdom. We want to serve the world
family’s arrival. The Trusty

We
have
our
Minority
Certificate!
through missions—giving people from all
and Trump families are
walks of life, circumstances, and different
We also request these prayers:
living in Papamoa, a suburb of Tauranga,
cultures the opportunity to experience
 Our finances—we are struggling! We
and one of the fastest-growing places in
God’s saving grace, love, and compassion.
praise our wonderful Lord that we’re
New Zealand. We are praying that god
meeting our expenses, but we’re just
A total of 9% of our offerings go directly
will bless the growth of this new church
‘squeaking by’. We continually pray
toward missions. Our Missions Ministry
as the city continues to grow up around
for new supporters to come on
Team allocates funds and develops ongoing
it. The official motto of Papamoa is “Love
board. We have such faithful
partnerships with our global, regional, and
being here,” and both families agree they
supporters—many 2nd- or 3rdlocal Missions Partners:
love being there. They are looking
 Christian Student Fellowship
generation supporters, many who
forward to what God will do.
 Clay County Food Pantry
give sacrificially, and we never take
We are also praising the Lord for
 Clay County Giving Tree
our support base for granted!
transformed
lives through the ministry
 Crossroads International Student
 We’ve taken 14 new kids who need
Rechurch, an SPCF church plant in
Ministries
support. This was more than we
Christchurch, New Zealand. Last month,
 Deaf Missions
originally intended. They have some
they had 3 baptisms!
 Hands of Compassion (Asia)
very sad stories: One little girl’s older
SouthPacificChurchPlanting.com
 Kulpahar Kids’ Home (India)
sister was kidnapped and sold into
 Miriam’s Hope
Local contact: Erica Ferrell
sex slavery, and one little boy—
 Nebraska Christian College
who’s been here for 2 years—saw his
 New Beginnings Ministry Center
New Beginnings Ministry Center
brother, sister, and mother beat up
(Webuye, Kenya)
We are caring for a
by radical non-Christians as they
 Pibel Bible Camp
group of about 30
were trying to get water from a
 Sandy Creek Backpack Program
widows. This costs $30
government water tanker, because
 Wellspring Pregnancy + Health Center
per month per person.
his father is a preacher!
The church building is
You are invited to join our Missions Ministry  More people to come join us!
approximately
1/3
Team, or you can be involved with missions  Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Thompson, two
finished.
in other ways, such as through prayer or by
of our Indian Board members—they
Local contact: Doug Livgren
volunteering with any of our local Missions
are visiting their daughters in the
Partners. Learn more about the Missions
United States. Earlier this year, Mrs.
Ministry by contacting Monica Whitmore at
Thompson had extensive heart
719-568-1697 or joyfulmj@hotmail.com.

global Missions

Clay Center Christian’s
Missions Partners

Continued on page 4...

4

Missions Updates
Regional Missions
Christian Student Fellowship (CSF)
At all of our campuses,
students are everywhere.
I ask you to pray!
Would you set a timer for 5 minutes and
spend that time asking God to work
powerfully through the ministry of
Christian Student Fellowship?
If you are able to, please give! In our
efforts to meet as many students as
possible, our ministries spend more
money in the coming 6 weeks than at
any other time of the year. Would you be
part of God's provision for this
opportunity? Whether you can give
through cash, through crops, or even by
supplying a side of beef, it will be used to
grow His Kingdom. I promise you it will
be an investment that will used in
powerful ways.
So many of the periods of spiritual
awakening in our world have begun on
the college campus. It's a time when
people are looking for meaning and
purpose. I believe we could see the same
thing happen now!
Sometimes, it is really easy to miss
our on something that God is doing right
in front of us. For me, this was true this
summer. Here in Omaha, we have been
doing a weekly Bible study, but before
we dive into the Word of God, we play
sand volleyball for a couple hours. We
have done this the last few summers,
and it was always been great for those
who are still here in Omaha over the
summer. This summer was different,
though. We had the opportunity to play
volleyball every week with 6 to 10
Middle Eastern students along with 4
men from Africa. It took me a couple
weeks to realize the incredible
opportunity that God had put in front of
us: He literally brought students from 2
other continents to the same sand
volleyball court as us! Several African
students sat in on Bible study with us.

Crossroads International Student
Ministries
Crossroads
International is
grateful to be
part of the Refugee and International
Student Engagement (RISE) Project, an
initiative of the International Conference
on Missions to raise funds to enable
churches, campus ministries, and Bible
colleges to reach out to the nations
among us—right in our own backyard.
This project serves to mobilize the
church to reach out to the foreigners
among us. Imagine a way for churches to
quickly find ideas about practical ways to
show hospitality to those who have come
as international students and as new
neighbors, and to offer companionship,
cultural inclusiveness, and even the love
of Christ to these special guests.
We hope to start a new conversation
about these open doors, to rise up and
embrace this sacred opportunity to
represent the welcoming heart of Jesus
to those who have come so far.
A 4-part video Small Group Bible
Study series will be released in the fall,
and we are thrilled to help lead it. Please
pray for those editing the Bible study
series and the curriculum that will
accompany the videos.
Also, please remember to pray with
thankful hearts for the many churches
and individuals who faithfully help this
ministry.
CrossroadsInternational.net
Local contact: Monica Whitmore

progress on Proverbs and 1 Kings.
We are partnering with 3 teams in
preparation for future international sign
language Bible translation projects.
Several Wycliffe Associates
volunteers were here in July helping us
do renovations on the house we
purchased earlier this year. This house
will provide additional living space, so we
can welcome more people to train here.
One new staff member has joined us
to help accelerate the ASL Bible
translation, and he will also be teaching
some classes in the Deaf Missions
Training Center.
DeafMissions.com
Local contact: Cheryl Green

Nebraska Christian College

During the NCC
Homecoming activities in
June, several alumni
brought pictures of
former campus buildings,
faculty, and
administrators. These were reminders of
the people who invested their lives and
personal resources in raising up the next
generation of church leaders. It was
interesting to hear comment about
favorite professors, music groups,
classes, and friendships that have lasted
a lifetime. Looking at the pictures also
brought to mind how much has changed
Deaf Missions
over the years, such as clothing, hair
Right now,
styles, music, and technology. We are
Deaf Missions is
entering now into another period of
going through a
transition at NCC through the merger
season of tremendous progress and
growth. It is quite overwhelming but very with Hope International University.
However, our mission remains
exciting!
Filming for the books of Ecclesiastes unchanged. We will continue our focus
on providing the best education and
and Lamentations in American Sign
Language (ASL) has been completed, and practical experience possible for our
graduates to meet the challenges of a
CSFNeb.org these will be released soon. The book of
Local contact: Monica Whitmore Job is almost finished, and we are making

Continued on page 5...

5

Missions Updates
world that needs good news and the
lasting hope that is found only in
Christ.
As we begin a new school year, we
welcome to campus young men and
women who are committed to serving
churches in ways that use their
individual gifts and talents. The future
holds exciting new opportunities, and we
ask for your prayers on their behalf.
NEChristian.edu
Local contact: Erica Ferrell

Pibel Bible Camp
Please pray
for impact on
women and men
during their upcoming camps in
September. See page 1 for more
information.
PibelBibleCamp.org
Local contact: Nathan Brands

Local Missions
Clay County Food Pantry
Please pray for continued impact on
lessening hunger among the county’s
individuals and families.

Clay County Giving Tree
Please pray for our upcoming holiday
season, that we are able to provide gifts
to the county’s low-income individuals
and families.

Miriam’s Hope
With all of your help,
we are making good
progress toward our goal
of $100,000. We have
raised approximately
$26,000.
We are closing in on starting
construction of our 2 basement
apartments as well as doing some minor
work to our upstairs chapel and kitchen
areas and setting up a laundry room for
our clients.
We look to have a family living in our
facility this fall! We are so eager to build
people spiritually, but so much natural

building is needed first. We have had so
many offer to help with the construction,
and we plan on having some work days
in the near future.
Leonard Ravenhill famously said that
“God does not hear our prayers, but God
hears our desperate prayers.” That is a
motto that we try to carry with us day to
day as we prepare a home for those who
are struggling to stay together. We are
constantly approached and asked to
intervene in the life struggles of those
around us. There is one woman, in
particular, who is working hard to get
her daughter out of foster care. Weekly,
she cries at our Bible study while she
explains the latest happenings with her
case. If we could bottle up her pain and
show it to everyone in the church, we
are convinced people would step up.
So many families and individuals feel
alone, abandoned, and hopeless as they
try to get their children back—all of that
on top of the embarrassment and shame
they feel. Change is needed, and we
know that change is on the way.
Pray with us, not just for finances
and natural needs, which are always
appreciated, but also that God would
add to His kingdom through this
ministry. Pray for heart change, life
change, and the manifestation of God’s
power to pour out upon His people. We
know that as difficult as the natural work
is, the spiritual will be more laborious.
We are encouraged by the great prayer
revivals of old, and we are hungry for
more of that anointing.
On top of the prayer and finances,
we are asking for we also pray that you
would consider being involved in other
ways. We have been having people sign
up for leading classes, mentoring
individuals and families and helping with
construction and landscaping projects at
Miriam’s Hope. If you have an idea or
creative class you would like to teach,
please reach out to us, or if you have a
creative way to raise funds for Miriam’s
Hope, we would love to work with you in
anyway. Your idea may change
6

someone’s life forever, and that is
always worth it!
Want to see what we’re about? Stop
by at 1818 West B Street in Hastings, and
we'll give you a tour!
Also, mark your calendars for the
Miriam’s Hope BBQ—plans are in the
works for Saturday, October 8 at 6 pm.
Facebook.com/Miriams-Hope
Local contact: Rita Brhel

Sandy Creek Backpack Program
Please pray for continued impact on
lessening hunger among local public
school children.

Wellspring Pregnancy+Health Center
We have partnered
with Hastings Chain for
Life to host our annual
Pro-Life BBQ on Sunday,
October 2. We hope to
see you there!
We are also hopeful about plans to
gain presence and relationships with
area colleges and high schools, including
Central Community College, Hastings
College, Harvard Public Schools, Adams
Central Schools, and Hastings Public
Schools.
We have several needs you may be
able to help with:
 More volunteers to fill medical
hours, specifically nurses—those
who’ve retired or allowed their
license to lapse are encouraged to
volunteer, though they will be
unable to administer medications.
 Donations of new baby items, such
as clothing, toys, books, and diapers,
for our boutique.
 A volunteer to help convert our print
newsletter to paperless.
 Prayer and monetary donations.
WellspringHastings.com
Local contact: Rita Brhel

Mission trip 2016:
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SEPT. happenings
Thursday, September 1


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness, 7 pm

Sunday, September 4


2 Timothy Class, 9:30 am

Monday, September 5



Church Office closed for Labor Day
Worship Ministry Meeting, 7 pm

Tuesday, September 6


Elders Meeting, 7 pm

Thursday, September 8


Ladies Bible Study on Fitness, 7 pm

Friday-Sunday, September 9-11


Women’s Bible Camp, Erickson NE

Monday, September 12


Finance Ministry Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tuesday, September 13


Blackwood Brothers Concert, 7 pm

Friday-Saturday, September 16-17


Beth Moore “Living Proof” Simulcast,
Grand Island NE

Sunday, September 18





Hands of
Compassion
Hands of Compassion (HOC) is a team of
international missionaries in Asia who
share a vision to love Muslims and invite
them to follow Jesus, and a commitment to
prayer.
In the last 10 years, HOC has seen a huge
breakthrough and movement of Muslim
people into Christianity.
For more information, contact Doug
Livgren at 402-762-5439 or
dsl@datacc.net.
Thank you for your Mission of the Month
offering!

Men’s Bible Camp, Erickson NE

Saturday, September 17


Mission of the Month:

“Believe: Be” Church-wide Study
Kickoff, 10:30 am
Family Fun Day — potluck and
children’s bounce house & games,
12 pm; golf, 1:30 pm; supper, 6 pm
Nursing Home Service, 3 pm,
Harvard NE

Weekly Events
Sunday






Friday, September 23


Cry Off, 6-9 pm

Sunday, September 25


Ministry Team Leaders Lunch &
Meeting, 12 pm



October happenings
Sunday, October 2


Wellspring Pregnancy Center BBQ,
Hastings NE

Saturday, October 8


Miriam’s Hope BBQ, Hastings NE

Sunday, October 16


Coffee Connection, 9 am,
Fellowship Hall
Prayer Time, 9:15-9:30 am, Room
115
Bible Classes, 9:30 am (Children’s
for Birth-5th grade, Students for 6th
-12th grade, Adults)
Worship Service, 10:30 am,
Worship Center
(Nursery open for 0-24 months,
Wee Worship for 2-5 years, Jr.
Worship for K-3rd grade)
C4 Students Ministry (6th-12th
grade), 6 pm — no C4 on Sept 4

Anniversaries
September 5 — Scott & Cheryl Miller
September 12 — Darrell & Renae
Griess
September 18 — Jason & Danielle
Nunnenkamp
September 19 — Mohammad & Susie
Koohmarie
September 22 — Rodney & Sharon
Smith

Tuesday


Prayer Time, 9-10 am, Room 115

Wednesday


Worship Rehearsal, 7 pm, Worship
Center

Nursing Home Service, Harvard NE

Sunday, October 30



Birthdays
September 3
Zailey Spilker
September 5
Nathan Brhel
Morgan Parrish
September 11
Susette Gurnsey
September 18
Pat Miller
September 20
Emma Fisher
September 21
Tina Albrecht
September 26
Kris Burkum
September 30
Judy Woods

Soup/Chili Feed
Trunk-or-Treat

Clay Center Christian Church
31371 Woodland Road, P.O. Box 183, Clay Center, NE 68933
www.ccchristian.org · office@ccchristian.org · (402) 762-3824
Office hours 9 am-3 pm Monday-Thursday, 9 am-12 pm Friday
Lead Pastor:
Kevin Whitmore
719-568-0154
kevin@ccchristian.org
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Family Life Pastor:
Nathan Brands
417-434-7237
nathan@ccchristian.org

