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A total of 25 middle and high school students 
gathered at the home of David and Judy Woods on 
August 21 for brats, hot dogs, and s’mores to kick 
off another school year of C4.  

It was great to see how the students were doing 
after the summer break.  

It is always encouraging to see so many students come to 
learn more about Jesus. Clay Center Christian Church looks 

forward to all the great things God has in store for 
C4 this year. Please pray for our students             
throughout the year. 
     We would like to give a special thanks to David 
and Judy Woods for being such wonderful hosts 
for the 2016 C4 Fall Kickoff. Also, thank you Steven 

and Britney VonSpreckelsen and Derek Sweeney for being C4 
leaders this year! 

25 Students Attend the 2016 C4 Fall Kickoff Party 

Clay Center Christian Church is                     
currently in the process of updating our 
monthly newsletter.  

By the end of October—when we 
would usually be publishing November’s 
newsletter—we will be debuting a new 
digital newsletter instead. 

This newsletter will be called “Our 
Weekly Paths” and will continue to        
highlight ways you can follow the              
pathways—connect, grow, invite, and 

serve—of Clay Center Christian Church 
through upcoming events and ministry 
activities, inspirational articles from            
elders and staff, Ministry Team Leader, 
and more. 

You will be receiving it through your 
email inbox rather than picking it up at 
the Welcome Center in the church lobby.  

(Let the church office know if you do 
not have access to email, and we can 
print off a copy for you.) 

Another exciting change to the              
newsletter is that it will be published 
weekly instead of monthly, to keep you 
more up-to-date with happenings in the 
church and reflect on recent events. 

We do need your help in making this 
transition go smoothly. Please sign up to 
receive the digital newsletter, either on 
the back of your Welcome Card in the 
Sunday bulletin or eventually on the 
church website, www.ccchristian.org.  

Church Newsletter to Go Digital—and Weekly 

 Thank you to             
everyone who has                     
volunteered their time, 
effort, and financial              
resources to moving Clay 
Center Christian 
Church’s playground            
update forward. 

The Playground Committee met on 
August 30 to determine their next step in 
the project—the sidewalk. 

We will be pouring concrete to connect 
the sidewalk to the door off the             

Preschool Room around 
to the sidewalk behind 
the church. This will 
make a continuous           
sidewalk around the 
building and provide      
easier access to the          
playground. 

This phase of the project should be 
started by—perhaps finished—by              
September 24. 

After the sidewalk is complete, we will 
focus on the new playground equipment, 

which we plan to purchase before the 
end of the year and then install in early 
2017. 

We can then design drop zones, such 
as at the bottom of the slide, where the 
pea gravel needs to be deeper for better 
cushion. 

The playground equipment will be             
designed for children ages 2-12 years 
old. We also plan to install swings for 
younger and older children, as well as 
seating for adults and parents                     
supervising the children. 

What’s Next for Updating the Church Playground? 
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The elders of Clay Center Christian 
Church have just completed 3 seasons of 
a study on an elder's personal life and 
growth. Here are a few points I believe 
we all need to be aware of and to             
practice: 
1. We are to pay careful attention to 

ourselves and to all the flock. 
2. Carefully guard what we read. What 

we are reading regularly, we will             
become. 

3. Carefully guard against                        
prayerlessness. 

4. Carefully guard against unconfessed 
sin. 

5. "Lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely,  
and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us."   

Heb. 12:1 
 

We Cannot Drift Toward Holiness 
D.A. Carson—New Testament research 

professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School in Deerfield, Illinois—warns 
against drifting spiritually and its                     
consequences: 

"People do not drift toward holiness. 
Apart from grace-driven effort, people 
do not gravitate toward godliness,                  
prayer, and obedience to Scripture,  
faith, and delight in the Lord.  

“We drift toward compromise          
and call it tolerance; we drift                     
toward disobedience and call it                      
freedom; we drift toward                                    
superstition and call it faith; we             
cherish the indiscipline of lost self- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

control and call it relaxation; we slouch 
toward prayerlessness and delude               
ourselves into thinking we have escaped 
legalism; we slide toward godlessness 
and convince ourselves we have been 
liberated." 

 

Instead of Drifting 
Instead of drifting, we are to be like 

spiritual athletes and train ourselves and 
exercise ourselves to godliness.  

 

"So we do not lose heart, 
though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner               
nature is being renewed day 
by day." 2 Cor. 4:16 

 

In this verse, Paul says, "so we do not 
lose heart." He had many things to           
discourage him. One is that the                    
Corinthians did not understand him or 
his ministry. 

But then, he makes this most amazing 
statement: "Though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an exciting verse!  
Paul himself was always growing as a 

Christian. In fact, he was growing daily. 
Paul is a man in his 60s, and yes, his           
outer body is decaying.  

Yet, for Paul, the inner man is being 
renewed day by day spiritually. He is 
speaking of inner, spiritual renewal—is 
personal trust and walk with Christ. Paul 
is a man pressing forward daily in Christ.  

That is an exciting idea—daily renewal!  
 

Pray for Daily Renewal 
Pray for a desire to grow and mature. 
Since the time of the Fall, all people by 

nature are spiritually lazy. We often lose 
our thirst to learn and to mature in 
Christ. 

We lose our natural curiosity and             
interest in doctrine. 

We get tired of study and reading. 
We fall back and rest on what we              

already know and are self-satisfied.  
We need to pray that we will not lose 

our zeal and thirst for learning the great 
doctrines of faith and our Bibles. 

I know we're all busy. And the first 
thing to go is prayer. We have little time 
for prayer. 

                         Yet, all that we do is                    
                          dependent on prevailing  
                          prayer. We must pray. 
 
 

Roger Thompson,  
Elder of Clay Center  

Christian Church 

EldEr’s cornEr: 
 

Seek Daily Renewal in Christ 
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Missions Updates 
 

Operation Christmas 
Child Boxes Arrive  

October 2 
Join us in filling shoe boxes with gifts 

for overseas children through Operation 
Christmas Child. 

Boxes will be available at Clay Center 
Christian Church beginning Sunday,     
October 2. Brochures will be available, as 
well, with ideas on what to put in the 

boxes and          
instructions of 
how to prepare 
the shoebox for 
shipping and 
delivery.   
     Please return 

your filled box to the church by Sunday,         
November 13, so we can get it to the    
collection site. Don’t forget to include $7 
to cover your box’s shipping fee. An          
envelope will be provided for this.  

If you don’t have the resources to fill a 

box, you can also help out by teaming 
with someone to provide the $7.00             
shipping charge for a box.  

Thank you for taking part in                     
Operation Christmas Child for another 
year—you are blessing a child in another 
country this Christmas! 

Invite your family and friends, and join 
us for a fun afternoon on Sunday,                 
October 30!  

Grab a bowl at the Soup/Chili Cook-off 
from 12 noon-2 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, where a free will donation will go to 
support the C4 Student Ministry.  

Then, head out to the front church 
parking lot for the Trunk-or-Treat from 1:30-3 pm with games 
and crafts inside the church and a bounce house outside. 

Both of these events are great outreach opportunities for 
the families in the area. We are looking for your help to make 
this day go smoothly—we need people to decorate their         

vehicle’s trunks and provide candy to 
hand out during Trunk-or-Treat. You can 
sign up in the church lobby. If you need 
help providing candy, let us know and we 
can help. 
     We also need donations of small,         
individually wrapped candy to hand out 
as prizes for games that day. A bin is            

located in the church lobby. 
For more information about the Soup/Chili Cook-off, contact 

Nathan Brands at nathan@ccchristian.org or 402-762-3824; 
for Trunk-or-Treat, contact Rita Brhel at rita.brhel@gmail.com 
or 402-841-8734. 

October 30 Offering Food and Fun for Whole Family 
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Weekly Events 

Sunday 
 Coffee Connection, 9 am,               

Fellowship Hall 
 Prayer Time, 9:15-9:30 am, Room 

115 
 Bible Classes, 9:30 am (Children’s 

for Birth-5th grade, Students for 6th
-12th grade, Adults) 

 Worship Service, 10:30 am,            
Worship Center                          
(Nursery open for 0-24 months, 
Wee Worship for 2-5 years, Jr.     
Worship for K-3rd grade) 

 C4 Students Ministry (6th-12th 
grade), 6 pm — no C4 on Oct. 30 

 
Tuesday 
 Prayer Time, 9-10 am, Room 115 

 
Wednesday 
 Worship Rehearsal, 7 pm, Worship 

Center 

OCTober happenings 

Sunday, October 2 
 Wellspring Pregnancy Center 

Fundraising BBQ, 11 am, Hastings 
NE 

Saturday, October 8 
 Miriam’s Hope Fundraising BBQ,  

6 pm, Hastings NE 
Sunday, October 16 
 Nursing Home Service, 3 pm,          

Harvard NE 
Sunday, October 30 
 Soup & Chili Feed, 12 noon 
 Trunk or Treat, 1:30 pm 
 No C4 Students meeting 
 

Nov. happenings 

Friday-Saturday, November 4-5 
 C4 Students at Ozark Christian 

College, Joplin MO 
Sunday, November 6 
 Daylight Savings Time ends—       

set your clocks back 
Sunday, November 13 
 Pathways Class 
Sunday, November 20 
 Nursing Home Service,              

Harvard NE 
Thursday-Friday, November 24-25 
 Church office closed 
Sunday, November 27 
 No C4 Students meeting 
 

DEC. happenings 

Sunday, December 4 
 Guest speaker: Roger Fletcher of 

Nebraska Christian College 
Sunday, December 11 
 Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 18 
 Nursing Home Service,              

Harvard NE 
Saturday, December 24 
 Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Sunday, December 25 
 Christmas Day Service 
 No Bible Classes 
 No C4 Students meeting 
Monday, December 26 
 Church office closed 

Clay Center Christian Church 
31371 Woodland Road, P.O. Box 183, Clay Center, NE 68933    

www.ccchristian.org   ·   office@ccchristian.org ·   (402) 762-3824   
Office hours 9 am-3 pm Monday-Thursday, 9 am-12 pm Friday 

 
Lead Pastor: 
Kevin Whitmore 
719-568-0154 
kevin@ccchristian.org 

Family Life Pastor: 
Nathan Brands 
417-434-7237 
nathan@ccchristian.org 

 

Deaf Missions is a Christian mission 
founded in 1970, dedicated to helping deaf 
people see Jesus Christ so they may come 
to know and grow in Him. Deaf Missions 
serves people in more than 100 countries, 
and materials produced by Deaf Missions 
are used by more than 60 different                     
denominations. The work is supported by 
donations from individuals, churches, and 
organizations.  

Learn more at www.deafmissions.com, 
or contact Cheryl Green from Clay Center 
Christian Church at 402-762-3841 or 
johngreen3@juno.com. 

Thank you for your Mission of the Month 
offering! 

Birthdays 

October 1 
Jozie Kanode 
Robyn VonSpreckelsen 
October 3 
Peggy Chessmore 
October 6 
Denise Godtel 
October 8 
Kathy Fisher 
October 10 
Mary Bushnell 
October 13 
Greta Skolaut 
October 14 
Harold Brumond 
October 17 
Colson Spilker 
October 19 
Deb Karnatz 
October 23 
Emily Brhel 
James Gavin 
October 25 
David Blome 
October 26 
Aspen Binder 
October 27 
Jane Lockling 
October 28 
Chase Livgren 
October 29 
Cody DuBois 
 

Anniversaries 

October 14 — Josh & Heather Dick 
October 28 — Clay & Kathy Fisher 

Mission of the Month:  
 


