
   

 

Join us at 9:30 am this Sunday, September 20, in Room 112 
where we will be studying the concept of the trinity...God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit...by rendering 
our own acrylic versions of this painting by Lance McNeel 
(right). Supplies will be provided for this guided 
activity. 
 
There will also be a table open for self-paced 
Bible art journaling, and one-on-one instruction 
on graphite/color pencil drawing. Supplies will 
be provided.  

 

 

We spend more time online today than ever 
before, even more so with all this social 
distancing going on. Social media is great in 
that it allows us the ability to stay ultra-
connected with one another, but we have to be 
super careful not to forget Jesus in the 
process! 
 
We are starting a 5-week bible study called #Struggles on how to better 
balance our faith with our tech time via a Facebook group: 
www.facebook.com/groups/claycenterchristianstruggles/ . 
 
This Facebook group will offer the #Struggles study in an ultra-flexible 
format...there won't be any traditional in-person meetings. We may occasionally 
have a video chat, but participation will be mostly by reading and commenting 
on posts, and offering your own posts if you want.  
 
We start Monday, September 28. Monday-Friday are discussion days; 
Saturdays are all about worship; Sunday, we hope to see you in the church at 
10:30 am. 
 
You can buy the book, #Struggles by Craig Groeschel, if you want but it's not a 
requirement or needed for this type of study.  
 
 
  

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/claycenterchristianstruggles/


 

Join us on Wednesday, September 
30, at 6:30-8:30 pm outside by the fire 
at the church.  
 
We'll have Hot Dogs and S'mores while 
spending time together in community, 
worship, and prayer. Bring a camp 
chair.  

 

 
 
    

In chapter 21, we address an underestimated barrier to women 
seeking God's purpose for their lives...societal rules. 
 
We are taught that our worth comes from God's love for us, not from 
approval of men, and yet because we are human, we are constantly 
tempted to replace God's truth with our personal opinions of how 
women should look, act, and think. 
  
"Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? 

If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ." Galatians 1:10 
 
In 21st Century America, this might sound preposterous, but our man-made 
expectations are all around us. These ideas shift depending on our community, 
but they are always there influencing the decisions that even Godly women 
make. Depending on where you live, you may feel an underlying pressure to: 

• Not pursue your own interests once you are married or have children 
• Be a stay-at-home mom 
• Be a working mom 
• Volunteer, not work 
• Send your kids to school outside the home 
• Sign up your kids for every extracurricular activity 
• Never miss your kid's games, concerts, or other activities 
• Be the family chef and party planner that could win awards. 

The list goes on and on. 
 
Make no mistake, the work in this list can be powerful ministry if God is calling 
you to do it. The problem is when these societal expectations supersede what 
God is actually calling you to do, especially if He is pulling you toward a life that 
would break these "rules." 
 
That's where women feel boxed-in. That's where our human condition to "fit in" 
becomes disobedience to God. 
 



 

You have to be willing to put aside these 
societal expectations, to step out and be 
different in order to please God and therefore 
feel fulfilled yourself. You may feel that God is 
calling you to any number of the expectations 
on the list above, or you may feel he is calling 
you to something very different. That makes 
sense! God wouldn't have given each of us 
our own gifts, passions, people, and places if 
He didn't love and strive for diversity! 
 
He has pointed you in the direction of your 
purpose. The next step is yours. You have to 
be ready to be OK with feeling judged by 
people, because it will happen. 
  

"If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you." John 15:16 

 
It is important to remember that while you're breaking out of the box, to always 
be reading Scripture, in prayer, listening for the Holy Spirit, and exploring ideas 
with trusted, God-loving mentors, spouses, and friends. We certainly don't want 
to fall too far the other way, into living for ourselves. The point is not to go 
rogue, but rather to narrow the voices in your life to those who best support 
your growth in your faith. 
  

~ Rita Brhel, Women's Discipleship Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

"And this is the testimony: God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is 

in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 

life; whoever does not have the Son 

of God does not have life." ~ 1 John 

5:11-13 

In three short years, Jesus' life 

changed the world and the lives of 

those who followed Him. Join 

this Sunday, September 20, as 

we continue together to creatively 

bring the life and teachings of Jesus 

into focus as we follow, obey, and 

find life with Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 
  

  

Stay 
connected 
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We need your help! The Clay County 

Food Pantry is seeking 

donations. You can drop off any 

donations at the church office, M-Th 

9 am-3 pm, Fri 9 am-12 noon, or 

Sunday mornings. Any amount of 

donation is appreciated! The food 

items and paper products that the 

Food Pantry is most in need of is: 

Canned tuna, Pasta sauce,  

Dried pasta, Mac'n cheese,  

Instant potatoes, Peanut butter,  

Canned soup, Saltine crackers,  

Sloppy joe mix, Canned vegetables,  

Cereal, Hamburger Helper,  

Chicken Helper, Tuna Helper,  

Stovetop stuffing, Hot dogs,  

Jelly, Ketchup,  

Mustard, Pickles,  

Pancake mix, Pancake syrup,  

Canned fruit, Mayonnaise,  

Paper plates, Napkins,  

Paper towels, Facial tissues,  

Toilet paper 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 


