
   

 

We look forward to kicking off Rooted this fall, 
and we invite you to come along on the 
journey. 
 
Rooted is a new program designed to connect 
people to God, the church, and their purpose. This isn’t simply another bible or 
book study. Rather, it's a 10-week community experience, where people practice 
7 rhythms essential to a healthy relationship with Jesus. Through 5 days of 
personal study, individuals establish roots in the truth of God’s Word and then 
come together to discuss what they’re learning in a small, confidential group.   

To remain flexible during the pandemic, Rooted groups can be both in-
person and online. Registration for the fall session of Rooted is open, with 
groups meeting after Labor Day. Cost is $15 per participant. 

 

 
 

  
In chapter 17, we learn that while there is no perfect equation or 
step-by-step instructions to finding God's purpose for our lives, God 
left us far from helpless!  
 
Prayer is our spiritual lifeline, and yet so many of us under-utilize this 
gift. We think we are praying enough...we never miss prayers at meal 
times and bed times, we may pray over our children as they head out to the 
school bus, we may offer a quick "thanks God!" after a near-miss on the highway 
or when we get to work on time.  
 
Or we may think we are doing really well at praying if we take part in a regular 
prayer group, or pray for people on the church prayer chain, or even if we take 
great chunks of our day to spend alone time with God. 
 



But let me challenge you. This attitude that 
we are doing enough praying, or that we're 
doing amazing at praying..this is a human 
construct. We are naturally inclined to 
compare ourselves with other people and 
against our expectations.  
 
God, though...He just wants us to spend time 
with Him and talk with Him. There is no 
"good enough" or "doing amazing" at prayer 
when we look at prayer through God's lens. 
How much should you pray? 

 
"pray continually" 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 
God, though the Bible, doesn't say anything about how many times a day to pray 
that makes it "good enough" or "amazing." Our spiritual lives aren't meant to be 
a checklist; prayer is to be a lifestyle. 
 
This is hard to do! Since God is invisible, we naturally want a response as 
reassurance that He is there. So we search for the answer, and when it doesn't 
pop up as we hope or expect it to, we become impatient and either try to force 
something to happen or despair over God's "silence." 
 
Yet God isn't human. He doesn't respond the same way humans do. We have to 
learn how to decipher the divine. 
 
And that comes back to how well we know God, and how well we understand 
ourselves and really seek out the crevices of our souls. This comes back to 
comprehending the Bible as a whole, not just a verse here and there as it fits the 
situation, but as the big-picture love letter to humankind that God designed it to 
be.  
 
There is no way around it...God's design for our lives, if we remove sin, is that 
we live in complete and utter surrender and dependence on Him...that we are 
like children to our Father in an unconditionally loving home.  
 
But because of our broken world, we do have separation that makes this 
relationship harder than we wish. But we also have the Holy Spirit. It is our 
choice to allow the Spirit into our hearts and minds and lives. 
 
When we do this, we are like Marley...some sort of butterfly that the kids and I 
are patiently waiting to emerge from its chrysalis. Marley was a big, yellow-
striped green, cabbage-eating caterpillar that is busy changing from his old self 
into his new self.  
  
"You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like 

God in true righteousness and holiness." Ephesians 4:22-24 
 



 

 
Your new self has access to the Holy Spirit, and that gives you direct access to 
God's blessing. 
  
"I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24:49 
 
This doesn't mean that we won't be tempted or even sometimes struggle with 
our faith, but it means that we have the power to move away from the idea that 
we have to earn God's love or that we need other people's approval or that we 
should somehow be able to control what another person believes or feels or that 
God should do something in some particular way for us. 
 
Through prayer, we learn to understand which of our thoughts and feelings 
comes from our connection with God and which comes out of our own self-
centered "sense of truth."  
  
"But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you." John 14:26 

 
So what is the secret to this kind of prayer life?  
 
Like I alluded to above, it's about a way of living. We have to abandon our to-do 
lists for this. We have to get our minds beyond even the idea of "finding time." 
It's not about "doing enough" or "doing better than." Praying in the way that God 
wants us to pray is about living our lives with Him continually in mind, replacing 
the rules that form our "sense of truth" with the tenets of His. 
  

"And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:7 

 
It's a beautiful life. 

~ Rita Brhel, Women's Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

We will have Kingdom Kids available 

this Sunday during the sermon for 

kids Pre-K (at least 3 years old) to 

2nd grade. 

We're are currently working on 

plans to re-open the nursery and 

offer Wee Worship after Labor 

Day. Family Sundays will resume on 

Sunday, September 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 

 

Crossroads International 

Student Ministries reaches out 

to international students 

studying at American colleges 

and universities so that they 

may know Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  
 

 

http://www.ccchristian.org/information
http://www.ccchristian.org/information
https://www.crossroadsinternational.net/
https://www.crossroadsinternational.net/


 

 

 

We're continuing a teaching series 

from last summer called KNOWN on 

Sundays at 10:30 am. This was 

such a fun series where explored 

together some important truths 

about our God-given identity and 

divine purpose through the lives of 

some of the lesser-known characters 

in the Bible. Last year we learned 

about people like Enoch, Abigail, 

and Jepthah! Who will we cover this 

time around? Join us to find out!  

  

 
 

 

Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

   

 

 

 

 


