
   

 

Rooted is a community experience 
designed to connect people to God, the 
church, and their purpose. Rooted isn’t 
simply a bible study or a book. It is a 10-week 
community experience, where people practice 7 
rhythms essential to a healthy relationship with Jesus. Through 5 days of personal 
study, individuals establish roots in the truth of God’s Word, and then come 
together to discuss what they’re learning in a safe space where they are known. 
And this is where life transformation begins.  

*To remain flexible during the pandemic, Rooted groups can be both in-
person and online. Registration for the fall session of Rooted will open on 
Sunday, August 16 with groups meeting after Labor Day. Cost is $15 per 
participant. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOCUS! That was the theme for our virtual VBS that 
took place a couple of weeks ago. Maybe now more 
than ever it’s so important to turn our eyes and 
hearts to God by focusing on him and not our 
surroundings and situations. 
 
We had a great time and great response from the 41 
participants (23 from our church body and 18 who 
do not attend). With boxes of bright daily labeled 
bags full of crafts, snacks, and surprises and a daily 
video on YouTube (which can still be accessed through our church’s youtube 
channel), the kids this year were able to (as the theme verse stated): “Let us keep 
looking to Jesus. He is the one who started this journey of faith and he is the one 
who completes the journey of faith”.  Hebrews 12:2a. 
 
Sometimes the best way to learn about Jesus is by watching the love, joy, and 
faith of a child found in Christ. By simply focusing on our great king and the things 
he’s provided to show us himself, we can walk this life confident that he is in 
control and know if we trust in him, he will give us eyes to see with even greater 
clarity!  
 
 
 
 
  

 



 
 
    

In chapter 14, we learn how to fold in our individual passions into God's 
purpose for our lives.  
 
As Christians, our foundational calling is to strive to live as Jesus. But 
because God loves diversity, He has given each of us our own unique 
interests, dislikes, giftedness, and responses to life experiences. It 
is the combination of these that lead to our individual life mission, also known as 
our passion.  
  

"There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different 
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 

work." 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
  
We often think of people who do great things for 
God as being passionate people, and we tend to 
think of them as superhuman in some way. 
Actually most people, by and far, are not all that 
exceptional...they just give their lives to their 
cause. 
 
These unforgettable stories are always rooted in 
their champion's pain. 
We think of "passion" as something pleasurable 
or exciting. The Latin meaning of the word, in 
reality, is "to suffer" and the word was developed 
in the 11th century by religious scholars as a way 
to describe Jesus's deepest willingness to suffer 
for all of our good. 

  
When we think of passion as a great good for others that comes out of suffering, 
just like Jesus' death for us, we can better understand how our own 
passions form...which in itself is a miracle, given how naturally self-centered 
humans are. It is only through our acceptance of the Holy Spirit into our hearts that 
we can turn our natural inclination for selfishness to selflessness.  

  
"I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from 

you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws." 

Ezekiel 36:35-27 
 
Passion comes out of our own pain. It may be a painful experience that we have 
lived through ourselves, or it may be others' pain that we have witnessed. When 
you feel moved to act to help others through their own pain, that is a passion 
in bloom. 
 
Now, I would be remiss not to acknowledge that where there is good, there is also 
always temptation. Here's what we have to watch out for in ourselves...that we not 
to forget God in this process.  



 

 
We have to be careful that we are following our passions for the right reason and 
not to gain approval of other people, form our identity around our arrogance, or 
crumble under envy of others or the fear of failure. These are all very common 
pitfalls, and you'll find yourself veering off the straight path of God's work from time 
to time...but we have to be diligent to come back.  
  

"...everything that does not come from faith is sin." Romans 14:23 
  

It's important to regularly check our motives. 
  

~ Rita Brhel, Women's Ministry 
 

 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

We're continuing a teaching series 

from last summer called KNOWN on 

Sundays at 10:30 am. This was such a 

fun series where explored together 

some important truths about our God-

given identity and divine purpose 

through the lives of some of the lesser-

known characters in the Bible. Last 

year we learned about people like 

Enoch, Abigail, and Jepthah! Who will 

we cover this time around? Join us to 

find out! 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 

 

Crossroads International 

Student Ministries reaches out 

to international students 

studying at American colleges 

and universities so that they 

may know Jesus 

 

  
  

 

http://www.ccchristian.org/information
http://www.ccchristian.org/information
https://www.crossroadsinternational.net/
https://www.crossroadsinternational.net/


 

 

Online registration is now open for 

Women's Pibel Bible Camp (September 

11-13) and Man Camp (September 

18-19) at Ericson, NE. For more 

information for Women, contact Ginne 

Beckenhauer at 402-369-3105; for 

Men, contact Doug Durre at                

308-730-7489. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 
 

 

 

Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

   

  

 

https://www.pibelbiblecamp.org/womens-camp.html
https://www.pibelbiblecamp.org/man-camp.html

