
   

 

This podcast is 15 minutes long, so it's easy 

to fit in your day. I listened to it while hanging 
wet laundry on the clothesline. 
 
It highlights an always-timely topic: waaaaiting. (I'm feeling 
impatient already.)  
 
“As humans, we have a real problem with waiting.” 
 
(Isn't that the truth?!) 
 
Podcast personality Kim Hanks talks about the burden of 
waiting on God, pulling in Psalm 37 as a guidepost of how 
exactly we are to do that while retaining our sanity! 
   

~ Rita Brhel, Family Life Ministry 
 

 

 
 
We are at a crossroads, and there is no 
way around it. 
  

"For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and only a few find it." Matthew 7:13-
14 

 
In chapter 3 of the book, Restless, 
author and IF:Gathering founder Jennie 
Allen describes how we 
all encounter a fork in our life journeys 
that requires a decision.  
 
Do we continue doing what we've been 
doing, or do we dare a different 
path...one provided by our God? 
 

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=8257f005e4&e=6aa2a5609c


 

It's a tougher decision than it seems. God, who loves us so 
much that He sent His only son to die for us that we may be 
free, requires that we "die" to our own desires in order to 
follow Him. 

 
"In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have 

cannot be my disciples." Luke 14:33 
 
Choosing God means surrendering all that we are to Him. 
Jennie describes how this "letting go" of our expectations for 
control of our own lives does feel like a little death. It can be 
an emotional struggle. 
 
"But the kind of life I want so badly lies on the other side of 
death," Jennie writes. 
 
And the only way to get to that kind of life is by surrendering. There really is no 
other way. 
 
If we choose to continue through the wide gate, the path that allows us to feel 
like we are in control of our lives, we will never feel fulfilled. (We may feel in 
control, but are we?) We can dream, but these dreams will always be limited to 
the very narrow space of our ego and vanity. 
 
"We hurt for vision and direction from God," Jennie writes, echoing the number-
one question haunting our lives: What does God want for me to do? Even as 
we take the broad road away from God, our souls will ache for Him. 
  

"Where there is no vision, the people perish..." Proverbs 29:18 
 
Yet, going through that narrow gate can be terrifying! 
 
Surrendering all that we are, all that our lives are, including our families and 
careers, is scary. I understand that. I've been there. I can remember the 
exact moment, when I was 20 years old, that I first said those words giving my 
entire life over to God's direction. There has been countless times since 
then that I've had to recommit my life again to God, because the temptation to 
stray down that broad path can be strong. 
 
There's no other way to get to the other side...to that other kind of life where 
God blesses us beyond reason and works in us to fulfill Bible-worthy 
dreams...aside from fully surrendering to God. 
 
Are you ready to say "God, you can have it all," and really mean it?  
     

~ Rita Brhel, Family Life Ministry 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
You’ll soon be receiving a 
FreeStudy Activity Pack 
by mail. 
 
This at-home activity asks you 
to plant the provided seeds 
somewhere...could be a pot, around your mailbox, in an actual flower bed. 
 
As these flowers grow this summer, I hope you take time to reflect on your own 
growth during this season. 
   

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...” 2 Peter 3:18 
 
When planting your seeds, pay particular attention to the soil quality. Growing 
can be hard work on its own; the right soil can make all the difference!  
 
Take an inventory of your own "soil" as in Matthew 13:3-9, and we'll touch base 
next week. 
   

~ Rita Brhel, Family Life Ministry 
 

 

 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 
the Clay Center Christian Church 
building is closed. There will also 
be no Life Groups meeting in 
homes, or any other in-person 
church activities outside of the 
church building. 
 
But there is good news! 
 
Each week, join us for:  

• DEEPER on Thursdays at 7 pm 
• Sunday Morning Message on Sundays at 10:30 am. 

Instructions for joining the video conferences will be available on the 
church Facebook page and through the church-wide texting service.  
 
 
 
 
  

 

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=0ae71472ea&e=6aa2a5609c


 

 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

Join us for an evening dedicated to 

prayer and reflecting upon scripture 

online. DEEPER will be a weekly 

event until further notice. Join us 

through Zoom (instructions sent out 

on text) today, Thursday, May 7, 

at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

Care Collective is an online 

opportunity for local individuals to 

be made aware of needs that we can 

easily help take care of for those that 

are in need. We want to love and 

support those that are vulnerable in 

our own communities! Anyone living 

or working in Clay County is invited 

to join the Facebook group. A current 

need is empty egg cartons for the 

Clay County Food Pantry. 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray 
for you - submit 

your prayer 
request here  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am this 

Sunday, May 10, on 

our Facebook page. 

 

The church building is 

closed until further 

notice. All Sunday 

morning messages will 

be delivered online. 
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VBS is coming! If you would like to 

help in any capacity, please Pastor 

Chad know. We need lots of help and 

supplies. This year's VBS will be July 

20-24, 9 am-12 pm at the church. 

 

   

 

We have been raising money for the 

Wellspring Pregnancy + Health Center in 

Hastings, our local pro-life ministry. 

If you picked up an empty baby bottle 

in the church lobby to fill with your 

extra cash, change or check, keep it at 

home and return it when the church 

office. Our church is currently closed 

until further notice. All donations go 

to benefit Wellspring. 

  

 

   

Music is powerful! Your 

favorite songs are the 

ones that cheer you up, 

remind you of better 

days, or help you 

express difficult 

emotions...they reflect 

your life experience or 

your life as you wish it 

could be. Music and 

singing stir our 

emotions and focus our 

affections...and in the 

Bible, the Psalms are 

intended to direct our 

hearts and minds 

toward an awe-inspiring 

and loving God! 

 

 

--------------------------------- 

Mission of the 

Month: 

 

Located at Ericson, 

NE, Pibel Bible Camp was 

founded in 1939 to help the 

Church introduce people to 

Jesus, challenging them to 

become dedicated followers 

of Him. Pibel provides 

facilities and quality 

programs for summer youth 

camps (grades 1-12) as well 

as camps in the fall for men 

and women. 
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Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

     

 


