
   

THERE IS ONLY ONE 
thing you need to make your prayers work, 
and that is faith. 
 
But I'm not talking about just saying or 
thinking that you believe in God, or that    
you go to church or a Bible study or that 
you pray before you eat, or help out a 
neighbor because "that's what Jesus would 
do." 
 
The faith that I'm referring to is a complete 
and utter dependence and trust in God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. I mean that you BELIEVE WITH 
YOUR WHOLE BEING that there is God 
and that He is all-knowing and all-
powerful...and yet exists so that He can 
have a deeply meaningful, personal 
relationship with you.  
   

"...[T]hen hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and act; deal with everyone according to all they do, 
since you know their hearts (for you alone know every human heart),..." 1 Kings 8:39 

 
This is what makes prayer work. 
 
You have to believe that God is hearing you and adores you and wants the very best for 
you.  
 
It's really as simple...and as hard...as that. It really comes down to BELIEF versus 
unbelief. You can proclaim that God is real and that Jesus is your Savior all that you want, 
but if you don't believe in prayer or if you don't trust God to answer your prayers, what 
does this say about your faith?  
   
"Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is 

the first and greatest commandment." Matthew 22:37-38 
 
So if you're in a space where it is incredibly hard to believe that God hears your prayers, 
or cares about what you pray about, or that He'll answer them at all or in a way that will 
make your life harder...understand that the only thing you can do is to believe with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your mind, all your body that God is real, that Jesus is real, that the 
Holy Spirit lives inside you. 
 
It can be terrifying to trust like that, but that's what makes prayer work. 
   



 

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened." Matthew 7:7-

8 
 
God gave us free will. It's a gift, but it also means that we can easily trick ourselves to not 
see the truth...that we can deceive ourselves by saying that all we have to do is say that 
we believe in God...and we do trick ourselves into thinking that we believe in God just by 
saying so. But action follows belief, and if we can't pray or can't trust that God will answer 
our prayers, then do we truly believe? 
   

~ Rita Brhel, Women's Discipleship 
 

 

 

 

Rick and Diane Deangelo of Sutton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

We are hosting another evening dedicated 

to prayer, worship, and reflecting upon 

scripture. If you're looking for a time of 

peace and reflection, join us at DEEPER 

on Thursday, January 16, at 7 pm. 

  

 

 

 

The 2020 Annual Meeting is Sunday, 

January 19, following the Worship 

Service. This will be a vote-only meeting. 

We welcome your questions at an 

informational meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall on: 

          · Sunday, January 19, at 9 am 

(breakfast provided) 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am this 

Sunday, January 19, as 

Lead Pastor Arick Johanson 

gives the morning message 

during our Worship Service. 

Listen to past sermons here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=feb572f6bc&e=6aa2a5609c
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Bring your favorite board games and 

snacks to share! Everyone is invited to a 

Family Game Night on Sunday, 

January 26, at 6:30 pm at the church. 

. 

 

 

 

New series starts in 

February! Knowing and following Jesus 

is always a deeply personal and 

transforming encounter. Every 

circumstance of our lives is an opportunity 

to live out the Gospel story; at that 

moment to become like Jesus. When life is 

difficult and faith is tested, in our Savior 

we find the inspiration to keep moving 

forward! We press on towards Jesus!   

 

 

 

 

 

This Bible Class meets 

this Sunday, January 

19, at 9:30 am in Room 

109. One of the books in the 

New Testament, James is 

packed with practical 

Christian living that reflects 

a genuine life-transforming 

faith. As the bible is God's 

spoken word to us, James is 

an apt example of how to 

live as a new creation, not 

just a shell of the old: 

"Speak and act as those who 

are going to be judged by 

the law that gives freedom." 

(James 2:12). Join us! You 

will be challenged. Contact 

Chad Ferguson at             

808-268-4395. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

Women! We're planning a new kind of 

local women's event, so mark your 

calendar. Through IF:Gathering 2020, we 

are going to focus completely and entirely 

on the person of Jesus. That’s it. This is 

our hope.The world is spinning like crazy 

and for one day...Saturday, February 

29, from 9 am-4 pm...we are going to 

come together and shut off the noise. 

Want to know more? Ask Liz Spray, Nicole 

Hoffman, Kacy Johanson, or Rita Brhel. 

Sign-up coming soon. 

 

 

 

 

All couples are encouraged to attend an 

upcoming Weekend to Remember 

marriage retreat in Omaha (March 6-8) 

or Lincoln (March 27-29). Cost is $175 

per person; save 50% off registration now 

through Monday, January 27, with 

promo code: Save50. Register online at 

familylife.com/weekend-to-remember and 

enter "claycenterchristian" in the group 

code. 

  

 

 

This Bible Class meets 

this Sunday, January 

19, at 9:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. We'll help 

you deepen your 

understanding of the good 

news of Jesus (the gospel), 

connect it to your life, and 

speak the language of the 

gospel into the lives of the 

people you know and love. 

Contact Arick Johanson at                       

308-224-4419. 

 

 

   

 

Our next worship service at 

the Harvard Rest Haven is 3 

pm on Sunday, January 

19. We also lead service at 

the Sutton Community 

Home at 3:30 pm on 

Sunday, January 26. 
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Jr High C4 meets on 

Sunday, January 19, at 

the Ferguson's house. High 

School C4 meets on 

Wednesday, January 

22, at 7:30 pm; Contact 

Chad Ferguson at             

808-268-4395 or 

chad@ccchristian.org. 

 

 

   

 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities 

on Wednesday, January 

22, at 10 am. Contact Peggy 

VonSpreckelsen at           

402-469-3707. 
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The Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm 

on Thursday, January 

16, at Sherry Hansen's 

home in Clay Center. 

Contact Sherry at            

402-762-3268. 

 

   

 

Join a Life Group to build 

relationships and 

community through 

scripture reading, prayer, 

and fellowship. Contact the 

church office at                   

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org. 

 

   

---------------------------------- 

Mission of the Month: 

 

Christian Student Fellowship exists 

to share the love, truth, and 

purpose of Jesus to students on 7 

Nebraska college campuses 
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Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

  

 
  

 


