
   

I'VE WORKED AS A WRITER for a long 
time. Through the years, I've picked up a 
lot of tricks of the trade. One key point is 
that in order to be creative, you have to 
allow yourself to get bored...real bored. 
 
At least this is how I describe it to people 
who are used to doing something all of the 
time when they are awake. Our society 
doesn't allow us much opportunity ...either 
the time, or the guilt-free desire to take the 
time...for moments of boredom. There is no 
need for new ideas to come if our minds 
are always full. 
 
It's the same when it comes to prayer. 
 
I spend copious amounts of time in relatively quiet solitude. I describe it as such, 
because much of that time is in prayer. Sometimes I am actively talking to God or 
singing or involved in some creative pursuit while meditating on His Word, yet 
there is just as much time spent listening for God. 
 
I hear Him on a regular basis. 
 
God communicates to us in a variety of ways, but it's often in whispers. If we're 
not in a place...whether in a physically or mentally quiet space...it is very difficult to 
hear those whispers.  
 
I remember growing up in a church in Hastings and one of my teachers instructing 
us to pray quietly so that we may hear God speak to us. I was so disappointed 
when I didn't hear God that night. We were on a visit to the monastery there, and 
it seemed the perfect place to finally hear God's voice. The thing is, at 10 years 
old, I was expecting to hear an actual voice. 
 
Some people do. Our Family Life Pastor Chad Ferguson will tell you that he heard 
an actual voice directing him to move from Hawaii to Harvard. For other people, 
God's words are revealed in timely sermons or Bible study lessons or programs 
on MyBridge radio. 
 
When God speaks to me, it's typically an extra strong thought in an otherwise-
unrelated thought process and sometimes accompanied by a "coincidence" that 
really could not be explained in any other way. 
 



 
 
I'm a rather private person, so its undoubtedly God when I'm blessed in a way that 
affirms my heart's secrets not told to anyone and sometimes not even verbalized 
in prayer (the Holy Spirit really does pray for us!). 
   
"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 
God." Romans 8:26-27 

 
A week or so ago, I was standing in line at the checkout in Russ's in Hastings, 
behind a woman buying a frozen pizza and a small assortment of hygiene items. 
She pulled out a gift card to pay with, and at that moment, I had a very strong 
thought about how sometimes people pay for the fast food customer behind them 
in the drive-thru line, something I had yet to do, and that "this is your turn." I 
patiently waited as the employee at the cash register tried two or three times to 
get the gift card to work, before telling the customer that there was something 
wrong with the card. The woman asked the employee if she would hold her items 
while she ran home to find some way to pay, and that's when I felt my nudge. I 
stepped in to pay for her items. 
 
Perhaps that woman really needed to know God's love that day. 
 
Some days, it's me that is desperate for help. 
 
A year ago, my car died on the way to Hastings with my entire family inside it. 
With no shoulder on the side of Showboat, it's an embarrassing and very 
inconvenient place for a vehicle to stall. When I started the car up again, 
something was very wrong with the accelerator and I could only get the speed up 
to 20 mph. We were a few miles outside of Hastings, so I drove...very slowly...to 
O'Reilly's in Hastings to figure out what was wrong with it. The technician checked 
it over and told me that whatever was wrong with it, it would likely not start up 
again or, if it did start, it would have the reduced speed until I could get it repaired. 
I whispered a quick prayer that we could at least get home in between the time 
that the tech opened the door to my car and put the key in the ignition. 
Immediately, a strong thought came through that "it will be alright." The car started 
right up with normal acceleration, much to the surprise of the tech, and drove 
normally on the way back home. I took the car to the repair shop, where it was 
looked over and nothing was found amiss. The car has never had that problem 
since. 
   

"He replied, 'Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be 

impossible for you.'" Matthew 17:20 
 
It's important to keep in mind that God is not, and is not meant to be perceived as, 
a magic genie. But what we perceive as non-responsiveness or a "no" may not 
actually be that...that what He's really wanting us to do is to just wait, and the final 
answer may not be what we had in mind. For me, it's almost never what I had in 
mind, but much better than what I could've imagined. 
 



 

That was one of my personal breakthroughs about prayer when I 
read "A Praying Life" by Paul E. Miller, that what we humans 
typically perceive as God's absence in our prayer life, is actually us 
being impatient or "absent." As I tell my kids, time is funny in 
Heaven. His answers to our prayers can seem delayed, because 
His timeliness does not follow our sense of time.  
 
I'll tell you another story of answered prayer. Last summer, my kids 
and I watched as a hailstorm pounded my daughter's pea vines into 
the mud. There was no way, by our human eyes, that anything in that garden was 
going to survive. Emily was terrified for her peas, and I reminded her to pray. The 
next morning, she excitedly dragged me out to her garden. All of the other plants 
in her garden had noticeable hail damage except for her pea plants. She asked 
how this could be? And I reminded her that time is funny in Heaven. 
 
I often find that God answers my kids' prayers more urgently than mine. I find this 
encouraging as I guide them to grow in their faith. 
   

"Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.'" Matthew 19:14 

 
I remember having a strong faith in God for as long as I can remember, and 
prayer has always been a part of that. Even while we are all called to pray, it 
doesn't always comes as naturally to some as it may to others. Yet, remember 
that prayer is available to and mandated for everyone. 
 
So much of prayer is us choosing to keep our hearts, eyes, and ears open and to 
not get bogged down in the busyness of life and preoccupation with ourselves in 
order to be able to sense the whispers of His presence. 
 
I'm very much looking forward to this next sermon 
series with Lead Pastor Arick Johanson, starting 
Sunday, January 5, at 10:30 am, during which we 
will learn insights in how to become more effective in 
our prayer lives as a church. 
 
If there's anything I can suggest in the mean time, it's 
to remember that God doesn't step out of our lives...that we step out of His...and 
it's imperative that in order to be able to reconnect with God, we must allow 
ourselves the opportunity to do so through quiet time spent specifically listening 
for Him. 
   

~ Rita Brhel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 



 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

"For most of us, prayer is so hard that 

unless circumstances demand it, we 

simply do not pray. Prayerlessness is 

rooted in unbelief...our lives are marked 

by fear, anxiety, joylessness, and 

spiritual lethargy." Based on Paul E. 

Miller's excellent book, A Praying Life, 

this teaching series will focus on how to 

make communicating with God a 

natural rhythm in your life. Sermon 

series kicks off at 10:30 am on Sunday, 

January 5! 

 

 

 

All Ministry Team Leaders are 

encouraged to join us for a MTL Meeting 

and Potluck on Sunday, January 5, 

following the worship service. We’ll 

discuss some new ministry 

opportunities for the upcoming new year 

and encourage one another as we work 

together to fulfill the mission God has 

called us to! Please make plans to 

attend! 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am this 

Sunday, January 5, as 

Lead Pastor Arick 

Johanson gives the 

morning message during 

our Worship Service. Listen 

to past sermons here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=7f3550028e&e=6aa2a5609c
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=7f3550028e&e=6aa2a5609c
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=c35d09867d&e=6aa2a5609c


 

Family Sunday is on Sunday, January 

12. No breakfast at 9 am. Nursery will be 

open all morning, but there will be no 

Wee Worship, Jr Worship, or Kingdom 

Kids at 10:30 am on this day. 

 

 

We are hosting another 

evening dedicated to prayer, worship, 

and reflecting upon scripture. If you're 

looking for a time of peace and 

reflection, join us at DEEPER 

on Thursday, January 16, at 7 pm. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Bible Class begins 

meeting this Sunday, 

January 5, at 9:30 am in 

Room 109. One of the 

books in the New 

Testament, James is 

packed with practical 

Christian living that reflects 

a genuine life-transforming 

faith. As the bible is God's 

spoken word to us, James is 

an apt example of how to 

live as a new creation, not 

just a shell of the old: 

"Speak and act as those 

who are going to be judged 

by the law that gives 

freedom." (James 2:12). 

Join us! You will be 

challenged. Contact Family 

Life Pastor Chad Ferguson 

at 808-268-4395. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

The 2020 Annual Meeting is Sunday, 

January 19, following the Worship 

Service. This will be a vote-only meeting. 

We welcome your questions at an 

informational meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall on: 

          · Sunday, January 12, following 

the Worship Service (lunch provided); 

          · Sunday, January 19, at 9 am. 

  

 

 

 

Women! We're planning a new kind of 

local women's event, so mark your 

calendar. Through IF:Gathering 2020, we 

are going to focus completely and 

entirely on the person of Jesus. That’s it. 

This is our hope.The world is spinning 

like crazy and for one day...Saturday, 

February 29, from 9 am-4 pm...we are 

going to come together and shut off the 

noise. Want to know more? Ask Liz 

Spray, Nicole Hoffman, Kacy Johanson, 

or Rita Brhel. Sign-up coming soon.  

  

 

 
 

 

This Bible Class meets 

this Sunday, January 

5, at 9:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. We'll help 

you deepen your 

understanding of the good 

news of Jesus (the gospel), 

connect it to your life, and 

speak the language of the 

gospel into the lives of the 

people you know and love. 

Contact Pastor Arick 

Johanson at 308-224-4419. 

 

   

 

Our 9-week Financial Peace 

University course meets 

this Sunday, January 

5, at 9 am in Room 112. 

Contact Audra Leichleiter 

at 402-752-0413. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=cdc025141c&e=6aa2a5609c


 

NO Jr High C4 on 

Sunday, January 5, and 

NO High School C4 on 

Wednesday, January 8. 

We are on Christmas break 

until Sunday, January 

12. Contact Family Life 

Pastor Chad Ferguson at 

808-268-4395 or 

chad@ccchristian.org. 

   

  

   

 

The Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm 

on Thursday, January 9, 

at Sherry Hansen's home in 

Clay Center. Contact Sherry 

at 402-762-3268. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

mailto:chad@ccchristian.org


 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities 

on Wednesday, January 

8, at 10 am. Contact Peggy 

VonSpreckelsen at            

402-469-3707. 

 

   

 

Our next worship service at 

the Harvard Rest Haven 

is 3 pm on Sunday, 

January 19.  

 

   

 

Join a Life Group to build 

relationships and 

community through 

scripture reading, prayer, 

and fellowship. Contact the 

church office at                   

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org. 

 

 

 

 

   

mailto:office@ccchristian.org
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=983d821ec3&e=6aa2a5609c


 

-------------------------------- 

Mission of the Month: 

 

Christian Student Fellowship exists 

to share the love, truth, and 

purpose of Jesus to students on 

7 Nebraska college campuses 

  

  

  

Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

  

 
   

 

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=e2a3cd2077&e=6aa2a5609c
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=06179d780e&e=6aa2a5609c

