
   

ON MY WAY HOME FROM HASTINGS 
WAL-MART, as I neared the intersection at 
the corner of North Shore Church's parking 
lot, I spotted a man and his dog sitting at the 
base of the stop sign. There was a 
cardboard sign propped up next to him 
asking for help. 
 
God tugged on my heart to give him my 
cash, a mere $3. I pushed back; I generally 
shy away from giving cash to the homeless, 
preferring to offer food instead. I don't want 
my money to be used for alcohol or drugs. 
 
I didn't want to give this man my cash. I wanted to drive to the nearest gas station and buy 
him a bottle of water and some chips. But God tugged harder. He wanted me to stop now, 
not later. He whispered that this would be worth it. 
 
Reluctantly I turned the car into the parking lot there at North Shore. At the same moment, 
a big red pickup comes barreling into the parking lot with some supplies for him. My $3 
was looking pretty pathetic right about now. 
 
But that man...he said his name is Luke...he received my cash as gratefully as he did the 
items the women offered, and the water bottles that another man dropped off shortly 
thereafter. He hugged each of us, and I could tell that it'd been awhile since he had a 
shower. 
 
Luke and I talked for a few minutes. Often those who are homeless have some difficulty in 
other ways. I could tell that was the case here. His truth may not have been entirely 
accurate, and some of his story seemed far-fetched. 
 
But this man is human and he has worth and deserves to be listened to. We as humans 
crave to be seen and understood and accepted. I'm a listener...this is God's gifting to 
me...so that is what I instinctively do. 
 
Luke told me a story about a girl with a baby who lived in a car. He had met her one day, 
and he gives his cash donations to her to help her out. Now, I don't know if this story is 
true or not, but it was the next part that stopped me in my tracks: 
 
Luke said that people tell him all the time that Jesus loves him, but it wasn't until he 
became homeless that he began to really understand that...that Jesus shows His love 
through people's actions. He said the question to ask ourselves is not "What would Jesus 
do?" because Jesus...well, He's Jesus. "What would He do? More than anything anyone 
of us can imagine!" Luke said, spreading his arms out wide as he talks. 



 

 
"No, the right question to ask yourself is not 'What would Jesus do?'" he said. "It's 'What 
will you do?'" 
 
That stuck with me as I got back into my car. It wasn't meant to be a guilt-trip. It was God 
speaking through this man, parting through the clouded thoughts that gripped Luke, 
delivering a message as poignant as a preacher's. 
 
You, as a believer, as someone with the fire of the Holy Spirit running through your 
veins...when you see a homeless man panhandling on the corner, when you hear an 
alarming ruckus of arguing from the couple next door, when you notice that the yard down 
the street hasn't been mowed for awhile, when a kid in your child's class comes to school 
consistently in the same clothes... 
 
We know what Jesus would do. 
 
The real question is, what will you do? 
   

~ Rita Brhel, Fairfield 
 

 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

Join us in October and November as 

we begin a new teaching series in the book 

of Exodus. The Israelites' journey from 

slavery to freedom is the Gospel played 

out for us in the pages of the Old 

Testament. Their story is also our story! It 

is the greater story of God's faithfulness 

and love drawing a people to Himself! 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  
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NEXT STEPS at Clay Center Christian is 

for anyone looking to take the next step in 

their faith. Whether you've been around 

for a couple of weeks or a couple of years, 

this gathering will guide you through 

getting connected. You'll learn about our 

values and find opportunities to grow and 

get involved! NEXT STEPS will meet for 

lunch on Sunday, October 6, after the 

worship service. Please contact staff or the 

church office if you would like to attend! 

 

 

 

Family Sunday is Sunday, October 13. 

Breakfast from 9 to 9:30 am, in 

Fellowship Hall. Children's Bible Classes 

at 9:30 am. Nursery will be open all 

morning, but there will be no Wee 

Worship, Jr Worship, or Kingdom Kids at 

10:30. 

 

 

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am this 

Sunday, October 6, as 

Lead Pastor Arick 

Johanson gives the 

morning message during 

our Worship Service. 

Listen to past sermons 

here.  

  

   

 

This Bible Class meets 

this Sunday, October 

6, at 9:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. Based on 

Francis Chan's book, 

Letters to the Church, this 

class challenges the way we 

do church. Contact Kyle 

Thatcher at 402-762-5932.  
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We will be having Baby Dedication on 

Sunday, October 13, at 10:30 am, in the 

Worship Center. Come give support to the 

families! 

  

  

 

Ministry Team Leader Meeting & 

Volunteer Appreciation is on Sunday, 

October 13, following the worship 

service. Everyone and their families are 

invited. Please bring a dish or two 

for potluck lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr High C4 meets on 

Sunday, October 6, at 

5:30 pm. High School C4 

meets on Wednesday, 

October 9, at 7:30 

pm. Contact Family Life 

Pastor Chad Ferguson at 

808-268-4395 or 

chad@ccchristian.org. 

 

   

 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities 

on Wednesday, October 

9, at 10 am. Contact Peggy 

VonSpreckelsen at            

402-469-3707. 
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Our Trunk-or-Treat is on Sunday, 

October 27. We need donations of small, 

individually wrapped candy. There will be 

a bin for donations in the church 

lobby. We are also seeking decorated 

trunks. A sign-up is available in the 

church lobby. 

 

 

 

We are starting up our Life Groups again. 

Join in to build relationships and 

community through scripture reading, 

prayer, and fellowship. If you are 

interested in hosting a Life Group, contact 

the church office at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

   

  

 

 

 

The Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm 

on Thursday, October 

10, at Sherry Hansen’s 

home in Clay Center. 

Contact Sherry at             

402-762-3268. 

 

 

   

 

Help us lead a worship 

service at the Harvard Rest 

Haven at 3 pm 

on Sunday, October 20. 

Contact Ken Lockling at                      

402-762-5315. 
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Giving online is easy -- thank you for helping people to 

know and love Jesus!  

 

  

 
 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 

 

Located at Council Bluffs, 

Deaf Missions strives to be an 

international model for 

transforming deaf communities 

by effectively communicating 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 

deaf people. 

  

  

Stay 
connected 
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