
   

 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Ryan Harms 
 

on his baptism!   

 

We live in a distracting world.  
Every day, I'm bombarded by something pulling 
me away from God...some blatant, but most 
rather benign...my kids' first of day, some work 
project, the laundry pile that never seems to 
lessen no matter how many loads I've washed, 
my husband's excitement over the  
upcoming football season opener. 
 
I know that God loves me, and that He 
provides everything for my life...that even when 
I'm grumbling about doing the dishes, that He's smiling down on 
me. 
 
God relishes every little piece of our lives. Nothing is too small, too mundane. Obviously, or 
He wouldn't have given us His son Jesus to die for us. In all the course of history, all the 
billions and trillions of souls that have inhabited this earth and are still to come, every single 
person on their own matters to Him. 
 
You matter to God. 
 
That's a tough concept to wrap the mind around. And when we can't see a physical form of 
God, it's so easy to forget that He created you (and me, and the next door neighbor, and 
even that one coworker) to love and be loved. 
 



I'm no different from you. I'm distracted all the time, probably easier than most people to be 
honest. But there are two scenarios that always laser-focus me back to God: 
   

THE NIGHT SKY 
 
There are some work assignments that don't get me home until well after dark, and after I 
determine that there is no skunk waiting outside the garage (long story), I'll look up into the 
night sky. The gravity of the situation hits me every time.  
 
NASA says there are about 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars in just the part of the sky 
we can see. And some of those specks of glitter way out there that we think are 
stars...they're actually whole galaxies. Incredible to even attempt to fathom. 
 
And here we are. 
 
If we look at the world around us, it's quick to notice that everything in nature happens in 
patterns. So the same can easily be inferred for the universe. With that in mind, there should 
be more Earths floating about among the lifeless 1 billion trillion-plus stars out there. But 
there's not.  
 
There's one planet with life, and not just a little bit of life but bursting(!) with life. You cannot 
convince me that Earth was just a random chance in some 
game of universe pinball.  
 
God designed this masterpiece. We are the accent in this painting of brilliant galaxies and 
supernovas. That thought is both humbling and so incredibly encouraging. I am that special. 
You are that special. Your child is that special. 
   

PEOPLE 
 
Science has embraced the theory of evolution as much as the big bang theory, but for me, 
there's a glaring hole here. Darwin, the "father" of evolution theory, maintained the idea of 
natural selection...basically that animal and plant species are continuously becoming 
genetically better to thrive on this planet. But if it was truly down to just "survival of the fittest," 
why oh why are humans so messed up?! 
 
Really. After being on this planet for thousands of years, we still struggle with not doing what 
we want to do and doing what we don't want to do, just like the Apostle Paul: 
   

"I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do." 
Romans 7:15 (NIV) 

 
Spot-on, Paul. 
 
We struggle with understanding ourselves and our emotions and our motivations, and how to 
manage all of that. We end up hurting the ones we love and contradicting the lessons we're 
trying to teach our children about how to treat others. We slide back into old habits that have 
ruined our lives, breaking our own hearts as much as those around us. And if we're honest, 
so much of each of our lives is tied up in our mire of emotions and yet it adds up to so 
many of our problems. 
 
If the theory of evolution applied to us, surely we humans would have this all figured out by 
now. 



 

But we don't. 
 
We need God to guide us. He bestowed us with our spectrum of emotions, our intelligence 
and craving curiosity, and our free will. What a combination! 
What potential for beautiful families, friendships, communities, and lives...if we can just get it 
right. But that's only going to happen if we consciously, 
intentionally, lean our whole selves on God. 
 
Easier said than done, huh? I know what you mean. Good thing God is gracious...that He 
gives us chance after chance, and puts the right moments in our lives to help us grow. 
 
He also gives us the right people at the right time to encourage us, and for us to encourage 
others. Think about that the next time that you get in your car and realize that you forgot all 
about how you needed to refill your gas tank and now have to be inconvenienced to drive 
into town. Perhaps that clerk behind the counter at the gas station needed your smile and 
friendly chit-chat, at just that moment, to be able to get through the rest of her shift. 
 
Live today with the intent to see your life through God's eyes and that He puts people (and 
stars) in your path for a reason...whether to reveal Himself to you, or that you get the divine 
privilege to reveal Him to someone else. 
   

~Rita J. Brhel 
 

 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

Join us at DEEPER on Thursday, 

August 22, at 7:30 pm for an evening 

dedicated to prayer, worship, and 

reflecting upon scripture -- contact the 

church office at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray 
for you - submit 

your prayer 
request here  
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Christian Student Fellowship will join us on 

Sunday, August 25, to give a ministry 

update and share about their CSF 300 

campaign. Based on the story of Gideon 

and his 300 fighting men in the book of 

Judges, here's the goal: 300 individual 

gifts, representing each number between 

$1 and $300. If each number is 

represented one time, CSF will reach 

their goal of $45,150. This amount 

would fully fund the Student Ministry 

budget on every one of CSF's campuses. 

Are you in? 

 

 

 

Online registration is now open for 

Women's Pibel Bible Camp (Sept. 6-8) 

and Man Camp (Sept. 13-14) at Ericson, 

NE -- Women: contact Staci at              

308-236-5916 -- Men: contact David 

King at 402-224-4012 or 

dajking1968@gmail.com 

 

Join us at 10:30 am this 

Sunday, August 18, as 

Lead Pastor Arick 

Johanson gives the 

morning message during 

our Worship Service -- 

listen to past sermons 

here 

 

   

 

This Bible Class meets at 

9:30 am on Sunday, 

August 18, in the 

Fellowship Hall -- this 

class will help deepen 

you understanding of the 

good news of Jesus (the 

gospel), help you connect 

it to your life, and to 

speak the language of the 

gospel into the lives of 

the people you know and 

love -- contact Pastor 

Arick Johanson at           

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

 

   

https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=efa0b6134d&e=6aa2a5609c
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=548b93d663&e=6aa2a5609c
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=fb5a9b2788&e=6aa2a5609c
mailto:dajking1968@gmail.com
https://ccchristian.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b&id=3e5f36f83d&e=6aa2a5609c
mailto:arick@ccchristian.org


Starting on September 8, we are 

kicking off a new teaching series called 

Arrows - Living Towards The Target that 

focuses specifically on the home and 

how we can cultivate God - centered 

relationships with our family. The Bible 

shows us God's targets for parenting, 

marriage, and more. Join us on Sunday 

mornings as we learn about the specific 

instructions God has given us on how we 

should interact with those most special 

to us! Although you may have missed the 

mark in the past, now is the perfect time 

to draw your bow and aim for the 

bullseye!  

  

 

 

  

 

Giving online is easy -- thank you for helping people to 

know and love Jesus!  

 

  

 

 

 

This Bible Class meets at 

9:30 am on Sunday, 

August 18, in Room 

109 -- based on Francis 

Chan's book, Forgotten 

God, this class offers a 

fresh look at the Holy 

Spirit -- contact Kyle 

Thatcher at                     

402-762-5932 

 

   

 

Help us lead a worship 

service at the Harvard 

Rest Haven at 

3 pm on Sunday, 

August 18 -- contact 

Ken Lockling at                 

402-762-5315 
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Stay connected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities 

at 10 am 

next Wednesday, 

August 21 -- contact 

Peggy VonSpreckelsen at 

402-469-3707 

 

   

 

The Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm next 

Thursday, August 22, 

at Sherry Hansen's home 

in Clay Center -- contact 

Sherry at 402-762-3268  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

We are so thankful for everyone who has given to 

our 30 Pieces of Silver special offering for camp 

scholarships for student to attend Pibel Bible 

Camp and Yee Haw VBS at Manna Camp! We set 

our initial goal at $8,000 and have raised ($5,412) 

so far. Now that camp season is over, we have 

calculated our actual expenses and by being smart 

in our VBS planning our total expenses for Pibel 

and VBS came in at round ($7,000). So we are 

actually only short of covering our expenses by just 

about $1,600. This Sunday at Clay Center 

Christian Church we will take up our final offerings 

to cover these camp expenses. Thank you to 

everyone who has played in sharing Jesus with 

these students by giving toward these amazing 

ministries!   

 

 

 

 

High School C4 will meet 

on Wednesday nights at 

7:30 pm starting 

Wednesday, 

September 4 -- Jr High 

C4 will meet on Sunday 

nights at 7 pm starting on 

Sunday, September 8   

-- Our big C4 kickoff 

party will be at 7 pm on 

Sunday, September 

15 -- contact Family Life 

Pastor Chad Ferguson at 

808-268-4395 or 

chad@ccchristian.org 

   

___________________ 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

Nebraska Christian 

College, 

located in Papillion, NE, is an 

institution of Christian 

higher education that seeks 

to bring glory to God by 

calling people to know Christ, 

preparing disciples with 

skills for ministry, and 

sending them out to make 

Christ known 
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