
   

 

Notice: Special Meeting of Clay Center Christian Church 

  

Sunday, 

February 24, 2019  
Immediately following Worship 

 

Purpose: VOTE to affirm hiring 

Arick Johanson as Lead Pastor of 

Clay Center Christian Church  
 
 
 
The Elders of Clay Center Christian Church unanimously recommend hiring Arick 
Johanson as Lead Pastor of Clay Center Christian Church (CCCC).  
 
Arick Johanson was actively recruited in the Spring of 2018 to 
come on staff at CCCC as our Family Life Pastor and has 
served faithfully in that capacity since May 2018. A CCCC 
Timothy, Arick attended our church in high school and received 
the Timothy Scholarship through our church’s funds to attend 
Bible college in pursuit of full-time vocational ministry. Upon 
graduation from Nebraska Christian College, Arick served as a 
youth minister and pastor at two different churches, then 
University of Nebraska-Kearney’s Director of Christian Student 
Fellowship, before coming back home to CCCC. The CCCC 
Eldership agrees that Arick’s giftedness and experience have 
prepared him for the position of Lead Pastor of our church. 
 
In accordance with our by-laws, to be hired as the Lead Pastor, it is required that the 
candidate receive 75% support of the votes cast. The meeting and vote will take place in 
the Worship Center, immediately following the Sunday morning service on February 24, 
2019. All members 18 years of age and older are qualified to vote. If you need an 
absentee ballot, you may obtain one through the church office as early as Sunday, 
February 10, 2019. 
 
We ask that you give careful consideration and prayer to your decision. If you have 
questions, please contact one of the Elders.  
 
 
  

 



 

 

Creating Your Christian Heritage 
 

Almost every parent wants a life for 
their child that’s just as good, 
or better, than we have experienced 

ourselves. In short, we want those we truly 
love to have a life filled with joy. 
 
This is why I think there is value to our 
Christian heritage. It comes back to the 
love for our children. 
 

Our understanding of what will best bring joy in the lives of those we love determines 
what priorities we put on the type of things we provide. As followers of 

Christ, we believe that all good things in life come from God and that He truly blessed 
those who seek Him and put Him as first and foremost in their lives. 
 
When I look at the last few years with my dad, and his failing health, I notice that as I try to 
protect him and am anxious for his health, my dad always turns it around to be more 
concerned about me and others he loves. His prayers show his love for us in a powerful 
way, daily. 
 
I encourage each of you to look at the value of your own Christian heritage and how best 
to continue or begin to establish one. Here are a few ideas: 
 
1) Be Vulnerable 
 
God's power and strength are made visible through our weakness. When we give the 
appearance of having it all together, we also are giving the appearance that we don't need 
God...which is exactly what we begin to think when we start believing that our efforts are 
the total reasons for our success. When we show pride and arrogance, those who know 
us best will see it only as a front and not real. 
 
2) Think the Best of People 
 
When people let us down, it's often hard to not expect it to happen again. Life has 
conditioned us to be skeptical and expect failures. Many times, you will receive exactly 
what you expect. One of the most surprising things I have learned from my father in the 
last couple of years is how hesitant he is to express disappointment in those around him, 
even those who I struggle with being disappointed in. 
 
3) Pray First, Not Last 
 
Recognizing all good things come from God really should put communication with the 
provider at the foremost of our thoughts. Let those around you see this attitude, especially 
your children. 
 



4) Read the Bible to Answer Life's Questions 
 
Scriptures not only provide practical role models, but also examples of others who faced 
difficult problems. I believe one of the most valuable reasons we have the Old Testament 

is to show how most struggles, sins, and temptations are not new. The 

scriptures are filled with people just like you and me with the same emotions, desires, and 
problems that each of us face…telling their stories of repentance, redemption, and God 
working in their lives. 
 
There are men and women like Elijah, Ester, Joseph, David, Ruth, Mary and Martha, Job, 
and so many more. As we add to the story of our own lives and families, much can be 
learned by these historical accounts of real people and the results of their choices. 
 
5) Never Give Up 
 
The world has become a very cynical and negative place, very divided by things we all 
find very important. When someone struggles and fails to live up to expectations time and 
time again, it's easy and even logical to give up and focus our energy elsewhere. 
However, Scripture tells us that we should always hope and always trust. 
 
One of the ways I try to do this is to view others and their faults through eyes of my own. I 
have several things in my life that I have diligently tried to change. At times, I have made 
progress only to later fall again later. The words of the Apostle Paul, when talking about 
his “thorn in the flesh,” stating “His grace is sufficient for me,” is a huge comfort to me, and 

allows me to also give that same grace to others. 

 
Recognize that we all are just a work in progress and God isn't finished with us until our 
last breath. We are to hold one another accountable but always in an encouraging way, 
and we are never to give up. God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. 
 
6) Give Thanks 
 
One of the observations I have made in the past couple years is that when a person starts 
seeing themselves as a victim of society and everyone else's endeavors, they feel entitled 
to more than what they have. It becomes difficult for them to be grateful for the blessings 
they receive. Sometimes they don’t even notice they have fallen into the trap. 
 
When we focus on what we don't have and what we want, instead of what we do have that 
many people in other countries and eras don’t, we breed discontentment and an 
ungrateful spirit. 
 
The saying, “once I cried because I had no shoes, until I saw a man who had no feet,” 
should make us all stop and think. Myself, I have never been on an “out of this country” 
mission trip, but from what I hear it can be a life-changing experience when we” who are 
so blessed” see firsthand the conditions that many in this world live in, not by choice but 
because it's all they have. Yet even they, even in need, can be grateful. 
 
 
 
 



 

7) Choose to Be Happy 
 
I believe that if you choose to be happy, count your many blessings, and attempt to be 
content with what you have in your life, you will radiate the love of Jesus. This is 
contagious and all those around you, including your relatives and family, will be lifted in 
spirit. 
 
The opposite will also be true if you choose to be discontented, negative and disgruntled. 
 

Please consider the kind of legacy you can continue or even become the 

founding father (or mother) of. These seven pointers will help you start and nurture a 
positive Christian Heritage that can stand the test of time. 
 
Just as I promised to my bride 38 year ago: “For better or worse, in sickness and in health, 
in times of plenty and need…” 
 
The Word of God, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and a relationship with the 
Almighty Creator of the universe and his Son make all this possible and will carry on from 
generation to generation.  

~ Ken Lockling, Elder of 
Clay Center Christian Church 

  

 

What's key to creating the   

 Christian heritage in your 
 family tree? 

 Join the conversation on our Facebook page  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpermalink.php%3Fstory_fbid%3D2332241983477193%26id%3D179419295426150%26__tn__%3DK-R


 

 

~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

Our next Membership Class is Sunday, 

March 3, following the worship service --

lunch will be provided -- sign up on the 

back of your Welcome Card or in the 

church lobby - contact the church office at             

402-762-3824 or office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

We are hosting CPR & AED Training at the 

church on Sunday, March 10, from 2-5 

pm or Thursday, March 14, from 6:30-

9:30 pm - cost is $5 per person or $30 for a 

2-yr certification -- contact Dave Woods at 

402-469-1191 or Larry Herman at              

402-599-9742 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am 

this Sunday, Feb. 24, as 

Family Life Pastor Arick 

Johanson gives the 

morning message -- listen 

to past sermons here 

 

   

 

Bible Class meets at 9:30 

am this Sunday, Feb. 

24 -- contact Kyle Thatcher 

at 402-762-5932  

 

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffice@ccchristian.org
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2Finformation
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2Finformation
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2Fresources%2Fsermons


 

All ministry team leaders, teachers, and 

volunteers are encouraged to attend the 

2019 Nebraska Rural Church Conference 

on Saturday, March 16, from 9 am-4 pm 

at Third City Christian Church in Grand 

Island -- breakfast, lunch and childcare 

available - contact the church office at       

402-762-3824 or office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

All couples are encouraged to attend an 

upcoming Weekend to Remember marriage 

retreat in Lincoln (March 22-24) or 

Omaha (April 5-7) -- cost is $175 per 

person -- register online and enter 

"claycenterchristian" in the group code -- 

contact the church office at 402-762-3824 

or office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

 

Class meets at 9:30 am 

this Sunday, Feb. 24 -- 

contact Clay Fisher at 

402-762-5491 

 

   

 

 

Jr High C4 meets at 7 pm 

on Sunday, Feb. 24 -- 

High School C4 meets at 

7:30 pm next 

Wednesday, Feb. 27 -- 

contact Arick Johanson at 

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

   

 

This Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 9:30 am or 7 pm 

next Tuesday, Feb. 26, 

at the church, in Room 109 

-- contact Jan Stratman at                     

402-762-3880 

 

   

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nechristian.edu%2Frcc%2F
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffice@ccchristian.org
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familylife.com%2Fweekend-to-remember%2F%3Fmsource%3DOWEBB17001%26utm_term%3Dweekend%20to%20remember%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI2KLQhNKQ4AIVwRx9Ch2cFAdIEAAYASAAEgKlZPD_BwE
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffice@ccchristian.org
mailto:arick@ccchristian.org


 

All men and their sons are encouraged to 

attend a Men's Rally at the North Shore 

Assembly of God Church in Hastings, NE, 

from 6:30-9 pm on Saturday, March 23 

-- cost is $10 per person when purchased 

online or $12 at the door per person -- 

contact Ed Harms at 307-401-0954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities at 

10 am next Wednesday, 

Feb. 27 -- contact Peggy 

VonSpreckelsen at        

402-469-3707 

 

   

 

This Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm next 

Thursday, Feb. 28, at 

Sherry Hansen's home in 

Clay Center -- contact 

Sherry at 402-762-3268 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhastings-area-men-of-promise-mens-rally-tickets-55029637126
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhastings-area-men-of-promise-mens-rally-tickets-55029637126


 

 

It's time to do some spring cleaning inside 

and outside the church and grounds -- join 

us from 8 am-12 noon on Saturday, 

March 23, and then again from 1-4 pm on 

Sunday, March 24 -- lunch will be 

provided both days -- there will be tasks 

appropriate for all ages, families and 

individuals, and all abilities -- contact Dave 

Blome 402-460-0449 

 

 

 

We are holding a 24-Hour Prayer Vigil 

starting at 6 pm on Friday, March 29 -- 

sign up for a time to pray in the church 

lobby -- multiple people can take part 

during each 1-hr time slot so sign up for the 

time that works best for you -- contact 

Peggy VonSpreckelsen at 402-469-3707 or 

Maryann Thompson at 402-762-3223 

 

 

Get plugged into one of our 

Intersection Groups: 

Sunday, following the 

service, led by Thad & Danelle 

Fields/Chad & Kelly 

Ferguson; Sunday at 6 pm led 

by Kyle & Mona Thatcher/Ed & 

Christi Harms; Monday at 7 

pm led by Arick & Kacy 

Johanson; 

Wednesday at 6:30 pm led 

by Kevin & Monica Whitmore; 

Wednesday at 7 pm, led by 

Butch & Jan 

Stratman; Thursday at 7 pm, 

led by Kathy Atz; Thursday at 

7 pm, led by Jim & Renee 

Gavin -- 

contact Arick Johanson at 

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org  

   

 

Help us minister to the 

Harvard Rest Haven at 3 

pm on Sunday, March 

17 -- contact Ken Lockling 

at 402-762-5315 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arick@ccchristian.org
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2F


 

 

All women encouraged to attend the "Love 

Your Story" women's event at Third City 

Christian Church in Grand Island on 

Saturday, March 30, starting at 9 am -- 

tickets are $30 per person and are available 

thru March 10 -- contact Third City 

Christian at 308-384-5038 or 

office@thirdcitychristian.org 

 

 

 

All children ages 2 yrs and up are invited to 

the worship center at 10 am on Sunday, 

March 31, to practice songs they'll be 

performing during the worship service at 

10:30 am -- Nursery is open and there are 

Children's Bible Classes at 9:30 am, but 

there are no Wee Worship, Jr Worship, or 

Kingdom Kids at 10:30 am on this day -- 

contact the church office at 402-762-3824 

or office@ccchristian.org  

   

___________________ 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 

Crossroads International 

Student Ministries reaches out 

to international students 

studying at American colleges 

and universities so that they 

may know Jesus 

  

 

 

  

 
Giving online is 

easy -- thank you 
for helping people 
to know and love 

Jesus!  

 

  

 

 

  

Stay 
connected 

 

 
 

 
 

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FClay-Center-Christian-Church-179419295426150%2Fevents%2Fadmin%2F
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FClay-Center-Christian-Church-179419295426150%2Fevents%2Fadmin%2F
mailto:office@thirdcitychristian.org
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffice@ccchristian.org
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossroadsinternational.net
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossroadsinternational.net
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2Fgive
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossroadsinternational.net%2F
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccchristian.org%2Fgive


 

 
 

 
   

 

    

 

 

 


