
   

 

Pray First 
 

 

When I was asked to write about an 
upcoming procedure for my son, I was kind 
of taken aback. 
 
I am a Christian, having grown up in the 
Word, and in church nearly all my life, but I 
didn’t know that I fit the part. I’m a wife and 
a mother, and fail at both, among other 
things. Daily.  
 
But then, I realized that this is exactly who 

God calls and who God uses. He calls us where we are, down in the nitty-
gritty, chaotic grind of this thing called life. So without further ado... 

 
We have 4 kids, ages 3 to 9. Our 5-year-old son is getting ready to embark in a first for our 
kids: He is having surgery, a fairly routine surgery of having his tonsils and adenoids out. 
But it’s still a surgery where they will be putting him under, and there are always risks.  
 
Before he can have the surgery, he must remain healthy. This is something we did fairly 
well throughout the holiday season but have been struggling with since then a little. The 
appointment was scheduled shortly before his doctor would be going on vacation, and if 
he would get sick in any way, we would likely have to put the procedure off for another 
month.  
 
I know that worrying has never fixed anything, so I did what I was taught to do as a child 

and all throughout my life. I turned to God, the greatest physician. And not 

only did I turn to Him, but I turned to family and friends as well in the form of Facebook. 

Seeking prayers for health, because I truly believe there is power in prayer! 
 
We will again be seeking prayer as we head off to his surgery, while knowing and trusting 
that God is in control. He knows what’s best for His children and we are thankful that He 
chose us and allows us to care for them here on this earth.  

~ Heather Dick, PRAY FIRST 
   

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus." ~ Philippians 4:6-7 
 

 



 

Luke: Jesus for Everyone 
 

 

The Gospel of Luke can be summed up in one phrase: 

It’s all about Jesus, and Jesus is for 
everyone. 
 
We want to make more of emphasis this year to invite 
and connect people to Jesus. This fits perfectly with our 
mission at Clay Center Christian Church -- helping 
people know and love Jesus. 
 
It is all about Jesus. Throughout the book of Luke, Jesus is constantly reaching out to 
people pushed aside by the society of that time -- women, a thief, gentiles, fishermen, 

“sinners”...they’re all here and they’re all seen. 

 
Join us as we begin a new sermon series this Sunday, Jan. 20, at 10:30 am in the 
Worship Center. The next 12 weeks offers a snapshot of Luke, touching on some of the 
major topics in the gospel. I pray you will join me as we grow together learning how Jesus 
is really for everyone.  

~ Pastor Kevin Whitmore 
 
For more information, contact the church office at 402-762-3824 or office@ccchristian.org.  

  

 

Reading this week's key text below... 
  

What does this teach you 
 about humanity? 

   
  

LUKE 1:1-4 
"Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as 
they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 

With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided 
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the 

things you have been taught."  
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~Upcoming Events~ 
  

  
 

  

 

 

Get plugged into one of our 

Intersection Groups: 

Sundays, following worship 

service  

led by Thad & Danelle Fields and 

Chad & Kelly Ferguson; 

Sundays at 6 pm  

led by Kyle & Mona Thatcher and 

Ed & Christi Harms; 

Mondays at 7 pm  

led by Arick & Kacy Johanson; 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  

led by Kevin & Monica Whitmore; 

Wednesdays at 7 pm  

led by Butch & Jan Stratman; 

Thursdays at 7 pm  

led by Kathy Atz; 

Thursdays at 7 pm  

led by Jim & Renee Gavin. 

This is a great way to get connected 

while learning more about Jesus 

through the "Immerse Bible" reading 

plan childcare available for some 

groups -- contact Arick Johanson at 

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 
We want to pray 
for you - submit 

your prayer 
request here  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Join us at 10:30 am 

this Sunday, Jan. 20, 

as Pastor Kevin 

Whitmore gives the 

morning message and 

kicks off a new sermon 

series on "Luke: Jesus for 

Everyone" -- listen to past 

sermons here 
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Our 2019 vote-only Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

will immediately follow the 10:30 am 

worship service on Sunday, Jan. 

20 -- plan to attend our last 

informational meeting that day at 9 

am in the Fellowship Hall -- contact 

the church office at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

All couples are encouraged to attend 

an upcoming Weekend to Remember 

marriage retreat in Lincoln (March 

22-24) or Omaha (April 5-7) -- cost 

is $175 per person -- save 50% on cost 

thru Monday, Jan. 28, with the 

"Save50" promo code -- register online 

and enter "claycenterchristian" in the 

group code -- contact the church office 

at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

This Bible Class meets at 

9:30 am this Sunday, 

Jan. 20 -- contact Kyle 

Thatcher at                      

402-762-5932 

 

   

 

Class meets at 9:30 am 

this Sunday, Jan. 20 -- 

contact Clay Fisher at 

402-762-5491 

 

   

 

Help us minister to the 

Harvard Rest Haven at 3 

pm on Sunday, Jan. 

20 -- contact Ken 

Lockling at 402-762-5315 
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Anyone interested in helping out with 

the 2019 Vacation Bible School this 

summer is invited to a VBS Volunteer 

Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 3, 

following the worship service -- we will 

be looking to select a VBS theme and 

start planning this popular children's 

event for our church -- contact Arick 

Johanson at 308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

Parents! Plan a Valentine's Day outing 

and let us give you childcare -- Parents 

Night Out is Thursday, Feb. 14, 

from 5:30-9 pm at the church -- 

children ages 3 yrs-5th grade will 

enjoy a meal and activities -- 

cost: free-will offering to C4 

Student Ministry appreciated -

- RSVP by Sunday, Feb. 10 -- 

contact Arick Johanson at                    

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

Jr High C4 meets at 7 pm 

this Sunday, Jan. 20 -- 

High School C4 meets at 

7:30 pm next 

Wednesday, Jan. 23 -- 

contact Arick Johanson at 

308-224-4419 or 

arick@ccchristian.org 

 

   

 

Join us in prayer for our 

church and communities 

at 10 am 

next Wednesday, Jan. 

23 -- contact Peggy 

VonSpreckelsen at           

402-469-3707 
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Guest speaker Greg Swinney of 

Crossroads International Student 

Ministries will be here to give a 

ministry update and provide 

the sermon at 10:30 am on Sunday, 

Feb. 17 -- contact the church office at 

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

Our next Membership Class 

is Sunday, March 3, following the 

worship service --lunch will be 

provided -- sign up on the back of your 

Welcome Card or in the church lobby 

- contact the church office at               

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies Bible Study 

meets at 1 pm next 

Thursday, Jan. 24, at 

Sherry Hansen's home in 

Clay Center -- contact 

Sherry at 402-762-3268 

   

___________________ 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 

Christian Student Fellowship 

exists to share the love, truth, 

and purpose of Jesus to 

students on 7 Nebraska 

college campuses 

  

 

 

  

 
Giving online is 

easy -- thank you 
for helping people 
to know and love 

Jesus!  
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All women encouraged to attend the 

"Love Your Story" women's event at 

Third City Christian Church in Grand 

Island on Saturday, March 30, 

starting at 9 am -- tickets are $30 per 

person and can be ordered from Feb. 

10-March 10 -- contact Third City 

Christian at 308-384-5038 or 

office@thirdcitychristian.org 
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