
   

The Gospel of Matthew 

Join in on our new sermon series this Sunday  

  

Last Sunday, we began a new sermon 

series on “The Gospel of Matthew.” I hope 

you will join in as we continue this 8-week 

series on the first half of the Gospel of 

Matthew.  

 

The messages will examine the broader 

themes in Matthew like God’s character, 

Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament’s promises for a Messiah, and the importance of internal integrity over external 

behavior. Laying out practical application points like the need for salvation, baptism, and 

repentance, this series provides the groundwork for a clear explanation of the Gospel. 

 

Matthew is the first book we find in the New Testament. The writer of this gospel is 

Matthew, a Levi. He was a tax collector before he met Jesus.  

 

Tax collectors were hated within the Jewish community. They not only collected taxes for 

the Romans, but many overtaxed the Jews in order to keep extra money back for 

themselves. Matthew left this lucrative occupation and his entire former life behind to 

follow Jesus. 

 

Matthew's gospel is a powerful book attesting to God's call to repentance and grace in 

Jesus Christ. Having experienced firsthand the amazing grace of God in Christ's calling 

him to repentance and faith for salvation, Matthew presented in his gospel the Lord's call 

as a call to complete commitment. 

 

The Gospel of Matthew is one of the longest books in the New Testament, and it contains 

several important passages of Scripture -- both spoken by Jesus and about Jesus. The 

Gospel of Matthew also helps us transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament. 



 

It helps us understand how the entire Old Testament leads up to the promise and the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

 

The main purpose of Matthew's book was to record the life and teachings of Jesus. 

Matthew had two primary themes in mind when he wrote his Gospel: biography and 

theology. 

  

“This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham.” Matthew 1:1 

 

Matthew takes pains to tell Jesus' story to a world that needs to hear it -- including Jesus' 

birth, His family history, His public ministry and teachings, the tragedy of His arrest and 

execution on a cross, and the miracle of His resurrection from the dead. 

 

Matthew wasn't writing just his biography: he had a bigger goal for his Gospel. He wanted 

to show the Jewish people of his day that Jesus was the promised Messiah -- the long-

awaited King of God's chosen people, the Jews. Spiritually, he would be the one to 

redeem them from their own sin. Matthew declares that Jesus has established his 

everlasting kingdom. 

  

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.”  Matthew 1:21 

 

I pray you will take this 8-week journey to learn more about the life of Jesus, how He 

wants to continue to transform your life, and what it means to follow– as Matthew did -- the 

long-awaited Messiah.   

  

I look forward to going through The Gospel of Matthew with you! 

  

 

Pastor Kevin Whitmore, 

Clay Center Christian Church 
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Upcoming Events 
  

  
 

  

 

 

All 6th-8th graders are invited to 

CIY: Believe in Kansas City on 

March 23-24 -- cost is $100 per 

person by Wednesday, February 

21, which includes transportation, 

hotel, conference & meals -- adult 

sponsors go at no cost -- contact 

Steven VonSpreckelsen at               

402-469-1701 

 

 

 

We welcome guest speaker, Dan 

Buller of the Crossroads Center 

Rescue Mission in Hastings, to give 

a ministry update during the Bible 

Class time at 9:30 am and the 

morning message at 10:30 am on 

Sunday, February 25 -- contact 

the church office at 402-762-3824 

or office@ccchristian.org 

 

  
 

  

 

  

  

 
We want to pray for 
you - submit your 

prayer request here  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Financial Peace University 

classes are meeting:  

Tonight, February 8, at 

7 pm; 

Sunday, February 11, at 

9:30 am -- contact the 

church office at                   

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3Da42b6daa3c%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3D82a7c465cf%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3D82a7c465cf%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3Da3fa8ddf4c%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3D71f07ffe50%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3D71f07ffe50%26e%3D5ef578d936
http://mail.ccchristian.org/redir.hsp?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccchristian.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D54b7b40b7cce3d1bf3866051b%26id%3D9df6fb00ad%26e%3D5ef578d936
mailto:office@ccchristian.org


 

Join us for lunch and learn more 

about Clay Center Christian Church, 

including our beliefs and what 

makes us unique, during the next 

Pathways Class on Sunday, 

March 4 -- contact the church 

office at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

We are holding a 24-hour Prayer 

Vigil on March 16-17, starting at 6 

pm on Friday, to pray over Serve 

Day, Easter, and other ways that 

God is working through our 

church -- contact the church office 

at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

Emotionally Healthy 

Spirituality groups are 

meeting:  

Friday, February 9, at 

6:30 pm; Sunday, 

February 11, at 12 

noon; Tuesday, 

February 13, at 6:30 pm -

- contact the church office 

at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

   

 

Join us as Pastor Kevin 

Whitmore speaks on "The 

Gospel of Matthew" at 

10:30 am this Sunday, 

February 11, in the 

Worship Center -- listen to 

past sermons here 
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Everyone is invited to attend the 

Nebraska Rural Church Conference, 

sponsored by Nebraska Christian 

College, at 9 am-4 pm on 

Saturday, March 17, at Third City 

Christian Church in Grand Island -- 

lunch and childcare provided -- we 

will pay your registration fee; 

sign up online or in the church 

lobby -- contact the church office at 

402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristianorg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

C4 Youth Group meets at 

6:30 pm this Sunday, 

February 11 -- contact 

Steven VonSpreckelsen 

at 402-469-1707 or 

svon2002@gmail.com 

 

   

 

Help us minister to the 

Harvard Rest Haven at 3 

pm on Sunday, 

February 18 -- contact 

Kevin Whitmore at              

719-568-0154  

 

___________________ 

 

Mission of the Month: 

 

 
Read the latest updates from 

all the missions we support 
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All couples are encouraged to 

attend an upcoming Weekend to 

Remember marriage retreat in 

Lincoln (March 23-25) or 

Omaha (April 6-8) -- register 

online and 

enter "claycenterchristian" in the 

group code -- contact the church 

office at 402-762-3824 or 

office@ccchristian.org 

 

 

 

Our 2018 Serve Day is Sunday, 

March 25 -- sign up to be a project 

team lead in the church lobby -- 

contact Monica Whitmore at           

719-568-1697 

or joyfulmj@hotmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Giving online is 

easy -- thank you 
for helping people 
to know and love 

Jesus!  
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