D-NOW Weekend at PBA
On the weekend of March 2-3 about 30 students
from our area churches enjoyed worship, fellowship
and Bible study and fun at Plains Baptist Camp.
Thank you, David Vela, Jacob Sabell, Margarita
Gonzalez and the other great volunteers who helped
make this weekend a great success!
Jacob Sabell
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Enjoying lunchtime together in the dining hall.

West Texas Pastors Retreat
April 1-2, 2019
Plains Baptist Camp &
Conference Center at Floydada

David Vela

And, of course, having fun!

Learning together during study time with David and Jacob.

Missions Fair Conference

We are pleased to have as our speaker, Mark Clifton, who serves with the North
American Mission Board. Mark is a pastor, church planter, revitalizer, mission
strategist, coach and mentor to pastors and leaders. He has served across the
United States and Canada. Mark also has a book entitled Reclaiming Glory!

We had a great group at the Missions Fair on the last Monday of February. Caprock Plains Baptist Area welcomed
the Missions Team of Texas Baptists and Sodexho of
Wayland Baptist University served our lunch for the day.
Dr. Josue Valerio spoke of international mission trips as
well as the Missionary Adoption Program. Gloria Tillman
gave us great information on program such as BOUNCE
which is an opportunity for the students of your congregation to participate in disaster recovery efforts across the state.
Daniel Rangel then shared numerous opportunities involving
River Ministry and Mexico Missions
opportunities and the many ways that your
group or your entire congregation can participate in touching lives of
the many groups of people living along the border.

Daniel Rangel
River Ministry

Dr. Josue Valerio, Daniel Rangel, and Gloria Tillman are pictured here with Dr. Griffin after the Conference.

Overnight Lodging at PBA
Monday Night Meal
Tuesday Breakfast
Tuesday Lunch
Total Plan:

Sodexho of Wayland Baptist University provided box lunches for the event.

CAPROCK PLAINS GIRL’S MISSION CAMP
JUNE 12-15
Featuring Duke Underwood & Jon Mark Hester
Cost $190
Contact Kim Vaughn at 806-241-4002

CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA

2301 Utica Street
Plainview, Texas 79072
Office: 806-296-2751
Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net
Web: caprockplains.org

Monday, April 1 Registration/Check-In at 4 PM
Steak Dinner at 5 PM
Evening program at 6 PM
Tuesday, April 2 Breakfast at 7:30 AM
Morning Program at 8:30 AM
Lunch at 12:30 PM
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

Inside this newsletter, you
will see some of the opportunities and the contacts for those.

Dr. Lester B. Griffin Director of Missions
Susan Barkley Ministry Assistant
David Vela Associate Director of Missions

Sponsored by the Caprock Plains Baptist Area, Lubbock Area Baptist Association
and Amarillo Area Baptist Association.

Associational
Bible Drill
@
FBC Crosbyton
Sunday, March 24, @ 4 PM
Contact Efrain Gonzalez
@ 281-216-3603 or email
efrain.gonzalez@fbccrosbyton.org.

$45
14
8
8
$75

To secure your reservation, contact Susan at the
Caprock Plains Baptist Area Office
Phone: 806-296-2751
Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net.

CELEBRATING TOGETHER

Location, Location, Location!
That is what is often said about a successful business. In the Caprock Plains Baptist Area all of
our First Baptist Churches are in the same location as when they were founded in the early part of
the 20th century. Some, however, did move during the earliest days until they built a permanent
structure. Two of our churches have relocated and built totally new campuses to the west. FBC
Dimmitt relocated to the western edge of town in the 1969. Today it is right next to the high
school and middle school.
Two Sundays ago the other church, FBC Olton, which relocated to the western edge of their community 35
years ago celebrated that move. The relocation of a church is one of the most challenging endeavors a church
can undertake. There is much inertia to stay where you are both in location and ministry! So it was in Olton.
There were videos on Celebration Sunday of people who admitted as much but went on to give beautiful testimonies that in time they saw how not only was it best to move but that it was God’s will as well. It was a splendid day of reflection and recommitment at FBC Olton. This church is led in a superb way by their pastor David
Azam and his staff.

Mission Fair

A couple of quick takeaways from our Mission Fair that was held on March 25 at Wayland Baptist University
• Dr. Josue Valerio’s team did a great job giving clear and inspiration ideas for missions. Josue led the way
with international mission opportunities in Brazil, both in the Amazon and in traditional locations where
Texas Baptists have gone before.
• Daniel Rangel spoke with passion of the River Ministry and the possibilities that are there for your
church, even this summer. Perhaps it would be a return to an area that you have served before or to establish a new partnership. Also, remember that River Ministry reaches beyond the river, as there are mission
points on the western edge of Mexico on the Baja peninsula.
• Gloria Tillman shared great information about the Bounce ministry, giving churches a clear mission organization and leadership in disaster relief and special ministry projects across Texas. The cost per person is
$250-$300 with all expenses covered except transportation to the ministry site. You simply need to be
there to be a part of what God is doing.
As you seek the Lord’s leadership for mission projects, the above can be of great help to you and your church.

West Texas Pastor’s Conference
Church Revitalization is a catch phrase that I am hearing more and more. In days past the word was
“renewal” or “a revival”. We see the need even in areas where the population is growing and church startups
are many there is a question from established churches of ‘why can’t someone help us in church revitalization?’
That will be the focus of our West Texas Pastor’s Conference, April 1-2, at Plains Baptist Assembly. It is
our joy to have Mark Clifton as he will be sharing with us RECLAIMING GLORY. Pastor and staff will
have received information on registration. If not, please contact the Area Office at 296-2751 or caprockplains@nts-online.net.
FBC LITTLEFIELD - TWO NEW STAFF MEMBERS
We have two names to share with you this month! Terry Sanders began serving as the Youth Pastor at FBC Littlefield in
November of 2018. Terry has served in bivocational ministry, serving at several churches over the years, having been licensed to the ministry at age 19. He has pastored at McAdoo, Dickens, and outreach pastor at Central of Lubbock, and
youth and associated pastor at Calvary Chapel of Lubbock. He has worked in the banking industry for 22 years. He has
been married to Crystal for 21 years and they have six children, Breanna, Bryce, Joseph, Myla, Jace and McKinley.
Johanna Dewbre has been added as the new Children’s Minister. Johanna has
spent much of her career as a educator, beginning as a kindergarten teacher, then full-time mom, and then an
administrator with Trinity Christian School of Littlefield. In the past she worked with the New Deal ISD and Littlefield
ISD. She attended West Texas A&M University and the Texas Tech University where she completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. Johanna married her husband Michael in 2007 and they have eight
beautiful children, Tyson, Tanner, Allie, Shae, Alex, Arianna, Miley and Jayda.

MISSIONS PARTICIPATION POSSIBILITIES!
Dr. Josue Valerio, Missions Team Director, can point you in the right direction if you would like to participate in international missions or in the Missionary Adoption Program. There are numerous great opportunities available for your
church. Contact him at 214-828-5212 or josue.valerio@texasbaptists.org.
Bounce is a great opportunity for your students and leaders to take part in “making a difference” to those who have
suffered a recent disaster in their area. Students participate in numerous recovery and home rehabilitation projects. Contact David Scott at 214-828-5123 or visit the website at www.texasbaptists.org/bounce.
Daniel Rangel shared some great River Ministry opportunities with us. There were lots of ministry projects that any group can participate in. Those included things like providing Evangelistic Soccer Balls to share the Gospel of Christ with players and spectators.
There are opportunities to provide Vacation Bible School Kits to a church on the border. There are ministries such as the Community Garden Starter Kit in which many of our area farmers have become interested, making seed packets to help communities in
growing fresh foods. There are also instructions for hygiene kits that can be prepared for health clinics and prison ministries.
To see how you can participate, call 214-828-5182 or email riverministry@texasbaptists.org.

NEW YOUTH MINISTER FBC OLTON
FBC Olton will soon have a new
Youth Minister on their staff. Josh
Garza will begin serving shortly
after Spring Break. Josh and his
lovely fiancé Sarah Fernandez
will be getting married in May.
Josh previously served at FBC Gustine and both Josh and Sarah received their education at Howard Payne University. Pray for and welcome Josh and Sarah as they begin this new ministry with FBC Olton.

NEW YOUTH MINISTER—FBC SILVERTON
FBC Silverton welcomed Nicole Adams who
joined with them to serve as their Youth Minister. Nicole is a current Master’s student at
Wayland and she is serving as Assistant Coordinator of Student Activities. She has
served in several positions including working
with Mission Arlington/Mission Metroplex.
She is a happy go-getter and excited about
working with the students at FBC Silverton.

A WORD FROM DAVID:
Have you ever heard the expression “YOLO”? You may be asking, “Is that
a new character or creature in the Star Wars movie series?” Sorry to disappoint you, but NO. It is a term that the younger generations, such as
Gen Z, are using today to say “You Only Live Once”. I think that is a revealing statement about the many things that are competing for our
youth’s attention and devotion in today’s culture. In our last newsletter, I
shared some statistics why Generation Z is leaving the church. In this
article, I would like to share some steps on how we can decrease the chances of this
happening in our younger generations. On the weekend of March 2-3 we held the First
Annual DNow Weekend at Plains Bapt. Assembly in partnership with Caprock Plains
Baptist Area – we had 30 participants. We were blessed to set some time aside for an
intensive weekend of discipleship comprised of 3 Large Group Sessions led by Jacob
SaBell, Student Ministry Leader—Calvario Community Church, 3 Small Group Sessions
led by Margarita Gonzalez, Youth Director—Primera Igl. Baut. Petersburg along with 6
other volunteers. We also held training for Youth Workers on how to use Biblical Truth
to instruct youth on how to live in Christ-likeness in todays’ challenging culture.
In a study conducted by Barna Research, Jonathan Morrow concluded that todays’
youth need three essential ingredients which if built into their lives will help them
grow into a healthy and vibrant disciple of Jesus Christ. 1. “Gen Z needs reasons for
faith: to know why they believe what they believe (see 1 Pet. 3:15)… This requires safe
space for them to ask questions and explore doubts.” 2. “Next, teenagers need wise
relationships. Gen Z increasingly feels isolated and alone, but they hunger for real relationships. There are four strategic relationships we can help them cultivate: God, parents, mentors and friends (see Prov. 13:20)” 3. “Students need rhythms to help them
practice their faith. We become what we repeatedly do… We must help students ask
who they are becoming. Formation of virtue is more than just doing the right thing; it’s
about becoming the kind of person who loves what is good. Through rhythms and spiritual practices, we can indirectly affect our desires, loves and character (see Heb. 5:14).”
WOW! That sounds a lot like DISCIPLESHIP to me! One of my passions is to build
strong and dedicated disciples in my church. “YOLO” is truly something to be thought
out! We do only have one chance to get it right! If we are to have a continued impact
in our society it has to start with building a strong foundation- let me encourage you to
start with our younger generations. Let’s be proactive in building a solid foundation for
the emerging generations – Blessings!

And more around the area...
FBC TULIA WELCOMES
THE GILLESPIE FAMILY

This sweet family will
soon be packing and
moving their household
to Tulia. Their initial
move was delayed a bit
because they had a
wonderful blessing in
their family as they
welcomed the arrival of
a new daughter! John
will begin serving as
the new pastor on April
7. John and Rebekah
have three children,
John, Alice & Grace.

DEACON ORDINATION
AT FBC MULESHOE
FBC Muleshoe recently ordained six new deacons.
Dr. Stacy Conner is the pastor.

Pictured L to R are Kevin & Courtney Morris, Chad &
Rebecca Beall, Deon & Desiree Gallman, Eric & Mallary
McElroy, Robert & Ellen Gallman, Scott & Christy Miller.

In Christ, David Vela, Assoc. Dir. Missions CPBA
Seek God for the City Event @ Calvario Crosbyton

