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WHAT’S  

HAPPENING AROUND 

THE AREA? 

 

Primera Plainview hosted a 4xFour Challenge and had a great turnout. Sam 
Medina of Templo Lubbock led the group in a great study of practical evange-

lism for pastors and laymen.  

Pictured are Primera of Plainview pastor Ray-
mond Gonzales and his wife Becki at the recent 
Valentine’s Dinner of the Compañerismo de los 
Planos, hosted by Primera Petersburg.  

At FBC Sudan, Associate Director of Missions David Vela shared an evangelistic 
message before the clothes closet sale and translated for pastor Mike Woods. 

CHURCH SAFETY EVENT 

 

FBC Lockney hosted a Safety Seminar at their 
church and invited their speaker, Dennis Bur-
ton, City Manager of Hale Center, with a long 

history of law enforcement. He is pictured here 
with pastor Joseph Tillery on the right.  

TAKE A NEW LOOK AT QUITAQUE! 
Pastor Chris Tucker and the congregation of 
FBC of Quitaque completed the remodeling of 
their worship center and it looks great!  PARTNERSHIP ON VANCOUVER ISLAND 2018 

 Watching our children 
grow and learn is  
always a blessing. These 
happy little ones are 
learning about Jonah.  

Following our arri-
val at the Victoria 
Airport,  Matthew and 
Heather Bond wel-
comed us and gra-
ciously hosted dinner 
and orientation for us 
at their home in   
Sidney.  

We toured the famous 
Butchart Gardens in Victoria, 

boasting gorgeous flowers and 
towering majestic trees.  

 Ekklesia, a church led by Matthew 
Bond, meets in various locations. For 
our weekend retreat Ekklesia met at a 
local Middle School. On the left, Jane 
Morris, Chris Collier and Ben Howard 
helped in unloading everything need-
ed for this service. Below, Bobbie 
Robinson, Shawn Sheffy and Addison 
Sullivan work with the children during 
the Sunday activities.  

As part of the activities the men worked on a woodpecker craft as 
they discussed the spiritual disciplines of patience and self control.  
In the ladies group, Aimee Brooks led them in a painting project. 
Below is a picture of some of the Ekklesia group and our volunteers! 

Chris Collier, 
FBC Cotton 

Center, did a 
great job in his 

message on 
Spiritual Disci-

plines, the 
ongoing focus 

of activities of the day.  

Taking a 1-1/2 hour ferry ride, packed 
with cars and people, was a fascinating 
experience through beautiful islands and 
bodies of water on our way to Vancouver!  

What a great experience this was and 
what a blessing to be with this amazing 

group of fellow travelers!  

Associate Director of Missions  
David Vela, pictured left, behind his 
wife Lucy, led “How to Strengthen 
Your Marriage” at the recent Noro-
este Compañerismo met 
at FBC Farwell, with nu-
merous representatives 
from several churches in 
the Llanos Altos area. 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 
EVENT AT FARWELL 

LEARNING by PLAYING at FBC FLOYDADA 

David grabs a great shot before teaching at 
the recent Compañerismo Noroeste hosted by 
Templo Damasco of Friona!  

Lucy Vela (David’s wife) speaks to 
the ladies in a break-out session at 

the 2017 Hispanic Pastor/Wife Retreat 
at PBA. Rachel Lopez (wife of Roland) 
and Delia Vela (wife of Angel) also led 

in the ladies portion of the event.  

Angel Vela (Honorable President of Convencion), the father of David Vela, along 
with Dr. Roland Lopez of Texas Baptists, led in the men’s breakout session at the 
2017 Hispanic Pastor/Wife Retreat at PBA.  



Thinking Together… 

The Mission Trip to Vancouver Island 
The night before the wake-up call at 2:30 a.m. to make a 5:00 a.m. flight, I was still packing. Last minute 
packing can be stressful, but it is a way of life for me. This night the major stress was trying to find my mini 
umbrella. It had been raining in Vancouver every day for 2 months! I had been praying for good weather, 
but I needed that umbrella! It is easy to lose an umbrella in West Texas. Finally, I gave up and resigned my-
self to buying one when I got there. For the next five days, not one drop of rain fell on us in the Vancouver 

area. Two days were cloudless! This was just one of the many prayers the Lord answered on this mission/vision trip! The 
flight there was flawless with three plane changes, the last being the Alaskan Airlines, and we arrived in Sidney on Van-
couver Island. We were a little blurry-eyed but came with great anticipation to the home of Matthew, Heather and their 
son Joseph Bond, NAMB Church Planters. For the next three days we ministered to them and their seven-year-old 
church called Ekklesia, which meets in various locations. This weekend it would be in a middle school not far from their 
home, which we rented. Our focus was the Spiritual Disciplines from 2 Peter 1:5-7 with materials beautifully developed 
by Jonathan Sullivan. By lecture, preaching, discussion and crafts we shared God’s Word of encouragment. The discus-
sion with our new-found Canadian friends was amazing. It was a blessing at how quickly folks from the South Plains of 
Texas found topics of conversation and interest with the people of Sidney. The group was divided into three teams. The 
Children’s Team was led by Shawn Sheffy, Children’s Director at FBC Dimmitt, assisted by Addison Sullivan (FBC 
Dimmitt), Jane Morris (FBC Crosbyton) and Bobbie Robinson (Happy Union Plainview). The Women’s Team was led 
by Aimee Brooks of FBC Dimmitt, assisted by Terri Koch (FBC Crosbyton), Sue Howard (FBC Tulia) and Erin Colli-
er (FBC Cotton Center). The Men’s Team was led by Jonathan Sullivan, FBC Dimmitt, assisted by Ben Howard (FBC 
Tulia), Lance Morris (FBC Crosbyton), Chris Collier (FBC Cotton Center) and myself. The Bonds have established a 
great reputation and ties to the community of Sidney. He is a volunteer coach on the high school boys’ basketball team. 
Most coaches are volunteers. I was amazed and very thankful that in the many small group discussion times that there was 
a beautiful sharing between new-found Christian friends. We ministered to approximately 55 people during the weekend 
retreat. You and your church can be a part of upcoming ministry opportunities in our partnership with the Vancouver ar-
ea. Details will be soon to follow.  
 
West Texas Pastor-Staff Retreat 
The West Texas Pastor-Staff Retreat, i.e., the After Easter Retreat, is scheduled for April 2-3 at Plains Baptist Camp & 
Conference Center. This is the seventh annual retreat. This year we are thrilled to feature David Lowrie, formerly of 
FBC El Paso and now of FBC Decatur, and John Lowrie of FBC Terrell. Our focus this year will be “Being Strong 
in the Lord!” Bobbie Broughton, of Calvary Baptist of Friona, will lead our music. Save the date. Regis-
tration information will soon be emailed to you.  
 
Embracing Cultural Diversity in your Community  
One great conference will be held in three locations this April for you and your church! This conference will be 
facilitated by our own David Vela. We want to leave no one behind in our communities as we reach them for 
Jesus Christ. This will be a focus of each of these conferences held at College Heights of Plainview, FBC 
Floydada and FBC Dimmitt on consecutive Sunday evenings. This conference was originally going to be held 
on Monday but at the request of many of our pastors it was moved to Sunday evening at 6 PM to allow laymen to have 
an easier access to this conference.  You are encouraged to attend the one that is in your association.  
 
I never bought an umbrella!  Have you seen mine? 

   CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA 
                   Dr. Lester B. Griffin  Director of Missions  
                          Susan Barkley  Ministry Assistant 
                    David Vela   Associate Director of Missions 

 

 

 

2301 Utica Street        
Plainview, Texas 79072  

Office: 806-296-2751       
Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net          

Web: caprockplains.org     Find us on Facebook!  

EMBRACING CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

One Conference—Three Locations 
We are looking forward to a great opportunity for everyone this Spring! Put these dates on your calendar. We 

will have the same conference but in three locations across our area so that you will be able to attend the 

one that is in your association or a date that is more convenient for you!  This will be a great opportunity for our churches, lead-

ers, and members to participate. The dates and locations are:  

Sunday, April 15, 6 PM, at College Heights Baptist Church of Plainview 

Sunday, April 22, 6 PM, at First Baptist Church of Dimmitt 

Sunday, April 29, 6 PM, at First Baptist Church of Floydada  

A Word from David:   
 
2018 is up and running!  It’s so exciting to hear and see how God is working in and through our churches as they con-
tinue to make a difference in their communities.   Here at CPBA we consider it a privilege to partner with such passion-
ate and forward-moving churches, pastors and church leaders!  
  
Dr. Griffin and I had the privilege of sharing this past January on consecutive Mondays with pastors and leaders from 
our three associations – Caprock, Llanos Altos and Staked Plains – a leadership seminar entitled “Why Do People Lis-

ten To You,” which reminded us of the biblical principles of “authenticity, moral uprightness and Christ-like influence” as the basis 
for godly leadership.  We also had a wonderful time of fellowship as we shared lunch together after each meeting.  A great big 
thanks goes out to our host churches, FBC Matador, FBC Muleshoe and FBC Hale Center.  
 
Also, I have witnessed the excitement that’s building up among our Hispanic churches as we continue to provide training through 
various events.  This past January, Templo Salem of Lockney hosted our semi-monthly Pastors and Wife’s Fellowship Dinner at 
which I shared on the topic “How To Overcome Challenging Times In Marriage.” I also shared that same topic at the Noroeste 
Compañerismo Valentine’s Dinner – it was good to hear pastors, church leaders and wives share their perspective and experiences 
at these events.  The goal is for us to see how God’s Word can strengthen marriages, which in turn will strengthen families that 
make up our churches.  Another training event of much importance is fast approaching that will lead our Noroeste Compañerismo 
(comprised of 9 churches) and Los Planos Compañerismo (comprised of 12 churches) in building momentum for a better future– 
Saturday February 24th, Lorenzo Pena, Director/Mega Associations, Cultural Engagement BGCT and Rolando Rodriguez, Director, 
Hispanic Ministries will be partnering with our Area Office in providing this training.   
  
Coming April 15th, 22nd and 29th, “Embracing Cultural Diversity in Your Community”, is an informative event which addresses the 
current demographic and cultural panorama in our area.  Our prayer is that this event will help us build better strategies for reach-
ing our community with the Gospel.  These events will take place at College Heights of Plainview, FBC Dimmit, and FBC Floydada 
respectively.  We are excited as we see how our Awesome God is working and can’t wait to see what He will do in the near future!   
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 (MSG)  God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wild-
est dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.  Glory to God in the 
church! Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus! …   
          In Christ, David Vela, Assoc. Dir. CPBA 

 
DEACON ORDINATION 
SERVICE AT FBC ANTON 
 

Dr. Griffin had the privilege of bringing the “charge to the 
church” at the recent ordination service at FBC Anton. 
The deacon candidate brought before the church for or-
dination was Jeff Howard. It was a beautiful time as we 

prayed over him and his wife 
Teresa who have already been 
faithfully serving in this congre-
gation. David Carpenter is the 
pastor at FBC Anton. Pray for 
the church and for Jeff as he 
begins his new ministry path. 

   2018 CAMP DATES 
The weather right now may be chilly but 

camp is right around the corner! Start 
making your plans if you have a group 
interested in camp. Besides the dates 
listed, opportunities are available for all 
ages, interests and abilities.  

 

Call 806-983-3954 or check out their website at www.pbacamp.org. 

 

Caprock Plains Girls Camp  June 11-14 
Explorer Preteen 1  June 14-17 
Lubbock Girls Camp  June 21-24 
South Plains Youth Camp  June 25-29 
Explorer Preteen 2  July 5-8 
Explorer Preteen 3  July 9-12 
Hispanic Youth Camp                         July 12-14 
Camp C3   July 18-21 Teresa & Jeff Howard 

Annual West Texas Pastor/Staff Retreat 
“The After Easter Retreat”      

  Plains Baptist Camp and Conference Center   
Monday and Tuesday, April  2-3, 2018   

 

This event includes a steak dinner on Monday night, an overnight stay, then breakfast and 
lunch on Tuesday. Conference leaders: David Lowrie, FBC Decatur, and John Lowrie, 
FBC Terrell. Music leader: Bobby Broughton, Calvary Baptist of Friona. This will be a 
great time for pastors to worship, study and fellowship together.  

David 
Lowrie 

Bobby 
Broughton 

John 
Lowrie 

 VANCOUVER VISION TOUR WITH SUZANNE PERRY 
On a beautiful Monday Suzanne Perry, below, far right, led 
us on a vision tour of downtown Vancouver.  She was inval-
uable is seeing the potential of ministry in this city. 

Our Time with Suzanne ended at the Fabulously Famous 

La Casa Gelato, 253 Flavors! 


