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PARTNERSHIP ON VANCOUVER ISLAND 2018 

 
 

7th Annual West Texas Pastor’s Retreat/After Easter Retreat 
 

When we say “quality” not “quantity” it really applied to 
our 7th Annual After Easter Pastor’s Retreat! We 
had a smaller than the usual number of attendees but 
a program that was BIG on content and fellowship!  

 

The Lowrie brothers (John, pastor at FBC Terrell, and 
Dr. David, pastor at FBC Decatur) led us with great 
honesty and encouragement as we work together as 

ministers for Christ!  Great topics during the discussion 
included our calling, our ministry, our family, the issues of 
loving and leading the people God has given us, as well 
as personal lessons and experiences to help us under-
stand our difficult but amazing journey together!  

 

Pastor & Worship Leader Bobby Broughton of Calvary 
Friona led us in our worship in music as we began each 
session together. Also, we appreciate the staff of Plains 
Baptist Camp who always take great care of us! 

MAY MARKS SEVEN YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE AREA! 

  
In May of 2011, Dr. Les & Betty Griffin answered the call to come to the Caprock 

Plains Baptist Area where Dr. Griffin  began serving as our Director of Missions.  

The Griffins came to us after serving in five Texas Baptist Churches for at total of 

36 years.   Dr. Griffin has always been very active in associational ministry.  We cel-

ebrate these years together and the ministry they have both shared with us, minis-

tering to our area churches, pastors, staff and laymen across the South Plains. We 

look forward to the years ahead and the opportunities of ministry in the area.  

Conference Leaders Dr. David Lowrie & John Lowrie, Amarillo Area Executive Director 
Bryan Houser, Calvary Friona pastor/music minister Bobby Broughton, and CPBA Director 

of Missions Dr. Les Griffin. 

Enjoying a break during the conference, Kris Knippa, pastor FBC Hale Center, Susan 
Barkley, CPBA Ministry Assistant, Chris Collier, pastor FBC Cotton Center, speakers 

John Lowrie and David Lowrie, as well as David Vela, CPBA Associate DOM.  

 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ASSOCIATION 

May 20-27 is Associational Emphasis Week! 

 
 

As the Caprock Plains Baptist Area mission statement says, we “exist to encourage and assist churches in extending the Kingdom 
of God throughout the earth until the Great Commission is fulfilled,” a great responsibility that we cannot do without you. Our 
area is made up of three associations, including the Caprock, Llanos Altos and the Staked Plains associations, numbering 87 
churches in all. We work together on local activities, training opportunities, local pastor and staff activities, local mission activities, 
as well as mission activities that reach across the globe.  The staff of CPBA is here for you, so if you have questions, need help with 
a project or have opportunities that you want to share with other churches or groups, contact us and we will work with you to 
“get the job done!” We also covet your prayers that we do what God has called us to do in service to this area, your church staff, 
lay leaders and your congregation.  

 

 

Pastors & staff from around the area meet for a great Q&A time with Lorenzo Pena of Texas Baptists, designed as a follow-up for the recently scheduled 

Diversity Training events. Along with the Area Office, the State Convention is a great resource to help your leaders and congregation in many ways! 

Dr. Griffin, Robert Cuellar of Texas Baptists,  

and David Vela 

Pictured left to right are Robert Cuellar, David Vela, Santos Cuevas, Alfred Martinez,  

Santos Rodriguez & Tommy Murillo.   

 Robert Cuellar, Texas Baptists Area Representative and Hispanic Leadership Strategist, led a great training  

session at the Area Center entitled Transitional Journey-Interim Pastor Training, designed to help better equip local  

    pastors and laymen who are interested in or serving in interim and supply positions in our area churches.  

Cultural Diversity Training at Three Locations 

Follow-Up Q&A with Lorenzo Pena 

 

College Heights of Plainview 

FBC Dimmitt 

FBC Floydada 

 

Dr. Paul Sadler, WBU Director of Church 

and Denominational Relations, welcomes 

the pastors/staff to the Brown Family Con-

ference Center  

Our First Conference got off to a great 

start  for the Staked Plains Association. 

With Power Point and handouts, David 

Vela shared statistics of and opportunities 

in our communities.  

Transitional Journey-Interim Pastor Training 

Our Second Conference was for the  

Llanos Altos Association. The last thirty 

minutes of the hour and a half was a time 

for Q/A. Here, Dr.Gene Meacham asks a 

question.  Some very good and challeng-

ing questions/observations were noted.  

Our Third Conference was for the 

Caprock Association.  Pastor Snowden 

was gracious to have this session video 

taped and you can see it at 

http://firstbaptistchurch62-
preview.cloversites.com/archives/video?
id=1286000  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstbaptistchurch62-preview.cloversites.com%2Farchives%2Fvideo%3Fid%3D1286000&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccad36ea109184e9346c308d5b0721fc3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636608926641512623&
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstbaptistchurch62-preview.cloversites.com%2Farchives%2Fvideo%3Fid%3D1286000&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccad36ea109184e9346c308d5b0721fc3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636608926641512623&
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstbaptistchurch62-preview.cloversites.com%2Farchives%2Fvideo%3Fid%3D1286000&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccad36ea109184e9346c308d5b0721fc3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636608926641512623&


Thinking Together… 
 

Reaching Our Ethnically Diverse Communities: For the past four weeks we have been 

giving careful consideration to our communities and how best to impact them for the Gospel. 

Over 200 people in four separate sessions across three weeks have been inspired by the sharing 

of David Vela and Lorenzo Pena. A special “thank you” to the pastors and churches who host-

ed these sessions. Staked Plains Association was hosted by College Heights Baptist Church and pastor Jason 

Smith. Llanos Altos Association was hosted by FBC Dimmitt and pastor Jonathan Sullivan. Caprock Associ-

ation was hosted by FBC Floydada and pastor Mark Snowden.  

 
David Vela emphasized that there is no silver bullet or simple 1-2-3 approach, but general proven principles 

that can be lovingly and consistently applied with a sincere and willing heart of both staff and leadership, lead-

ing to new results. We must be careful not to paint ourselves into a corner by believing either “we have done 

this before” or “that will not work here.”  Be sure and read David’s article on the opposite page for “Practical 

Steps in Reaching Your Community.” 

 
Renew the Vision 2018:  From its inception in 2014 “Renew the Vision” has been a time for our churches 

to come together across the South Plains to train and share ideas and possi-

bilities for improving our Sunday Schools, home groups, Wednesday night 

ministries, and specialized ministries of our churches. It is a place and time 

where sitting next to you can be one who is experiencing the same challeng-

es you are facing. Together, God can help! 

 

This year the RTV 2018 will be held in one location, College Heights Baptist Church of Plainview.   This 

simply allows us to offer more varied sessions and to support many of these classes in both English and Span-

ish. You will see shortly a complete list of sessions offered. Input is being sought and consideration given to 

what laymen and staff are thinking about for this year.  If you or your church has a specific need, be sure to 

share it with us so the sessions will be most helpful to all.  

 

Update:  My wife Betty continues to recover from the high femur fracture of January. This week we learned 
from the doctor that she can now put 75% weight on the injury and 100% in two weeks!  That means she can 

graduate to a cane and more than that can drive again. She is giddy at the thought of driving again for it has 
been three plus months since the fall.  We are so thankful for your many prayers.  

   CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA 
                   Dr. Lester B. Griffin  Director of Missions  
                          Susan Barkley  Ministry Assistant 
                    David Vela   Associate Director of Missions 

 

2301 Utica Street        
Plainview, Texas 79072  

Office: 806-296-2751       
Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net          

Web: caprockplains.org     Find us on Facebook!  

Embracing Cultural Diversity 

 

I am truly grateful for the response to our “Embracing Cultural Diversity in Your Community” seminars we 
held in the month of April.  It is a confirmation of your willingness to reach our generation for Christ – 
how exciting!   
As we become more aware of the changing demographics throughout our state and the need to minister 
to those who the Lord is sending into our communities, it goes without saying that these changes present 

us with some challenges both practical and spiritual.  What can we do to rise up to the challenge of reaching the emerg-
ing and diverse Hispanic population in Texas comprised of 1st, 2nd and 3rd Generation Hispanics?  Allow me to share 
some practical steps that may help you.     
 Pray to the Lord of the Harvest - nothing happens without first consulting with our all-knowing God. Let us pray for 

God’s heart to be our own.  Jesus said, “...Open your eyes and look at the fields, for they are ready for har-
vest.”  (John 4:35 HCSB).   

 Get to know your community – research it.   Develop relationships that will help you discover the practical needs 
of your community.  Your church may already be equipped to or may be willing to develop contextualized minis-
tries to meet them.   

 Know and decide who you're trying to reach– Is it 1st, 2nd or 3rd generation or all? 
 Develop ministry leaders and staff support to reach your goals.   It requires intentionality - recruit and train the 

right leaders and empower them for contextualized ministry.  Set them up for success in your desired goals.  
 Place Hispanics in high-visibility and strategic ministries in the church.   The result is that when a Hispanic family 

walks into your church they can quickly identify with it and feel welcomed. Some areas of ministry may be Greeters 
Ministry, Music Ministry – Praise Team or Choir, Leaders of Small Group Bible Study, and others.   

The future of our churches in West Texas as well as the rest of the state greatly depends in our willingness to develop 
Cross-Cultural Ministries that will reach beyond language and cultural boundaries.  How can we be faithful to our Sav-
iors’ challenge to “… look at the fields, for they are ready for harvest.”?   
Please know that I’m available to your churches as together we seek the heart of God for our communities –  
    blessings!  
In Christ, David Vela, Assoc. Dir. CPBA 

June 12–13, 2018 
sbcannualmeeting.net 

The Center for Ministerial Excellence of Texas Baptists is holding a one-day 
Financial Conference to help pastors with economic challenges with profes-
sional support and guidance with Biblical truths. The program will include meet-
ing with a pastoral advocate. Wayland Baptist University will host this confer-
ence on Saturday, May 19, from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM in University Center, 
Room UC211.  Pastors and lay leaders with church finance responsibilities are 
urged to attend. Registration is required through www.texasbaptists.org/
cme or by calling Tammy Tijerina at 214-828-5136.  Lunch will be provided! 
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2018 AREA CAMP DATES 
Have you made your SUMMER CAMP plans? Besides the dates 
listed below, numerous opportunities are available for all ages, 
interests and abilities.  

 

Call 806-983-3954 or check out the website at 
www.pbacamp.org. 

 

Caprock Plains Girls Camp June 11-14 
Explorer Preteen 1  June 14-17 
Lubbock Girls Camp  June 21-24 
South Plains Youth Camp June 25-29 
Explorer Preteen 2  July 5-8 
Explorer Preteen 3  July 9-12 
Hispanic Youth Camp                    July 12-14 
Camp C3   July 18-21 
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Vacation Bible School is just 
around the corner at a 
church near you!  
 
If you are looking for materials, there are sev-
eral sources available, including:  
 

Lifeway 
   www.lifeway.com 
 

WMU 
   wmustore.com/tell-the-story 
 

Baptist Way Press 
   baptistwaypress.org 
 
Also, many area churches share their materi-
als and decorations once they have complet-
ed their VBS so you can check with churches 
in your area and coordinate that with them!  
 
We are looking ahead to a great summer! 
Share your VBS stories and pictures with us! 

ANNIVERSARIES:  

 

Dr. Stacy Conner of FBC Muleshoe celebrates 27 
years of ministry with his congregation in April! 
FBC Matador celebrates their 125th  anniversary 
in May! 

http://www.sbcannualmeeting.net/

