Efrain Gonzalez is the Student Minister at FBC Crosbyton He will be leading two sessions:
Youth Ministry in an Extracurricular Climate. How do we effectively navigate supporting kids
activities/interests while reaching them with the Gospel? Reaching Parents and Family through
Youth Ministry. Dad and Mom are vital in the physical, emotional and spiritual development of
students. Help reach parents and family with the Gospel.

Shawn Sheffy is the Preschool Director at FBC Dimmitt She will be leading a great session
entitled From Chaos to Control. Shawn will be sharing practical and positive tips for
dealing with disruptive behavior in the class setting.
Craig Woody is the Student Minister at FBC Shallowater Craig will be leading a session entitled Who is Generation Z? We often speak to someone before we have done our due diligence
to understand them. In this session we will discuss the driving characteristics of the current generation of teens and how the Church can best reach them with the Gospel.

Joseph Tillery is the Pastor at FBC Lockney He has also been a Director of Missions in New
Mexico. Joseph will be leading a session entitled Transitions: Navigating the Challenges.
People want to make a transition for different reasons: Structure, worship style, location, generational or church name. What is God’s picture of what we should become?

Better Bible Study, Discipleship and Outreach!

Leighton Flowers is the Evangelism Lead for Texas Baptists (BGCT) and will be speaking to
our entire group during the Celebration Supper. He will also be leading sessions entitled Apologetics: Sharing the Gospel in a Skeptical World and Strategies for Evangelism in
the Local Church.

Conference Schedule
2:00 PM Registration
2:30 PM Welcome Session
3:00 PM Session I
4:00 PM Session II

Josue Valerio is the Missions Lead for Texas Baptists (BGCT). He will be leading a two-part
Spanish session entitled Desarrollando Lideres Multiplicadores. Para que una Iglesia funcione y minister en un estado saludable, es importante desarrollar lideres que lleven hacia delante la
hobra de Dios en una manera productive que resulte en madurez y multiplicacion spiritual y crecimiento numerico.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Leighton Flowers
Texas Baptists
Evangelism

5:00 PM Session III
6:00 PM Celebration Supper

College Heights Baptist Church
802 Quincy— Plainview
Inside this issue are descriptions of our sessions
and introductions of our session leaders.
Giving to the Mary Hill Davis Offering
The cultural, socio-economic, and religious diversity of our state
requires creative approaches in Texas mission efforts. The ministries supported by the offering reflect that. Your gift enables Texas Baptists to minister to your fellow Texans. You bring hope to
a battered woman and her family. You provide medicine for a
sick child at a daily clinic. A child’s life is changed because your
generosity enables her to go to summer camp. The MHDO also
enables our local associations and churches to participate in
community ministries. We are currently working to identify
needs in our area in which the MHDO can assist our churches
and communities. Offerings from Texans to help Texans!

David ‘Tiny’ Dominguez is the pastor of Community Heights of Lubbock. He will be leading in sessions entitled Youth Sunday School 101. If you want to start a youth Sunday School
or Bible Study or if you want to improve your youth ministry, Tiny has a wealth of experience
working with students and youth events across the state and this should be a great session for you.

Abigail Manes is the Minister of Children at FBC Muleshoe. She will be leading in a session
entitled Knowing & Sharing the Gospel with my Child. According to LifeWay Research,
roughly 70% of young adults drop out of church, 7 out of 10 kids you love, serve, pray over, teach, mentor,
cry with, laugh with and hug will walk away from the church when they are out of high school. Gather practical knowledge in partnering with parents to share the Gospel with their children. It all starts at home!

MHDO—WMU of Tx
10325 Brockwood Rd.
Dallas, TX 75238

Give through your church to
the Mary Hill Davis Offering!

On the Web www.wmutx.org/mary-hill-davis/resources and on Facebook.

Eva Garcia is an educator and a pastor’s wife serving with her husband Paul at Primera Iglesia
Bautista Hereford. She will be leading in a session in Spanish entitled Usando Tecnología en
la Iglesia Pequeña (Using Technology in the Small Church). Testimonious de como la
tecnología se usa para alcanzar personas para Cristo y como se usa el Himnario Bautista Electrónico
en los cultos de adoración.

2018
ANNUAL
CHURCH
PROFILES

Pastors, Church Clerks, Ministry Assistants: An Annual Church Profile for 2018 has been mailed to your church! If you have
not received one, contact the Area Office now! Susan needs a completed ACP from every church during the first week of
October to complete the book of records for each association’s Annual Meeting:

October 14—Staked Plains Association will be meeting at Happy Union Baptist Church
October 28—Caprock Association will be meeting at FBC Floydada
November 4—Llanos Altos Association will be meeting at FBC Sudan

VISION 2018: Albert Einstein is widely credited with saying, “the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over but expecting different results.” This can apply to church life as
well. That is why we have Vision 2018. No one likes change, but all things do change and some
just faster than others. Sometimes we wake up in our churches saying, “Everything is different.”
We have 21 Amazing Conference Leaders coming to help you individually and as a church
with 32 different sessions in Vision 2018. See a complete listing of personalities and conferences elsewhere in this newsletter. Sometimes we do need to do the “same thing” but modified
for our local context and changing culture. That is one of the major strengths of this conference.
The leaders who come, as well as those who will be sitting next to you in a session, understand the uniqueness
of ministry in the South Plains of Texas.
While I am certainly thrilled with every conference leader, I must draw your attention to Leighton Flowers,
the new Evangelism Director for Texas Baptists. Not only will he be leading two sessions, but he will also be
our speaker of the evening at supper concerning reaching people for Christ.
Get the bus, van or SUV ready and packed for a great trip to College Heights Baptist Church in Plainview on
September 16. Come ready to grow with a prayer on your heart.
A Family of Five Baptized at FBC Kress: All blessings are special, but some are more special than others
with lessons to be learned. Recently it was the honor of pastor Will Fish to baptize an entire family! Their
three teenage children had been attending the Wednesday night youth activities for over a year. The youth
group is led by the pastor. As a result of Wednesday night ministries, they made decisions for Christ.
Later the pastor visited with the Mom and Dad concerning the baptism of their children. Using the opportunity
in the home, he shared the Gospel with the parents.
The father made a first-time decision and the
mother a recommitment.
May we all rejoice and be encouraged in reaching
not only individuals but also families through the
ministries of our churches.
Mary Hill Davis Offering: This offering helps
our area in so many ways to minister to so many.
Let it be a priority in your life!

What a blessing! The entire Scott family was baptized at FBC Kress this summer.
Pastor Will Fish is third from the right.

Our Session Leaders and Session Descriptions
Robby Barrett serves as Minister of Education for FBC Amarillo. He will be sharing a session
entitled “Changing the Matrix: Beyond Counting Noses and Dimes.” As his title implies, he
asks “Are attendance and giving the only ways to assess the health of a class or church? How can
we better measure what God is doing?”
Dr. Jacob West, pastor of FBC Plainview, will be leading in a session called “Cherishing the
Church in a Critical World,” and reminds us of the saying “if you can’t say something nice,
don’t say anything.” This session will provide ways to go positive before we turn negative.
Diane Lane, longtime Preschool and Children’s Specialist for Texas Baptists will be sharing her
session “Connecting with and Equipping Parents.” In this session she will share the importance
of building relationships with parents. As we build that trust, it becomes easier for parents to model
the Godly life for their children.
Rob Norris, pastor of FBC Springlake, and formerly a Director of Missions, will be leading
the session entitled “The Cornerstone of the Church.” His study will be a look into our
church’s foundation, based on Psalm 127:1, relating that Jesus is the cornerstone, contractor and
the cheerleader.

Dr. Gabriel Cortes is the new Chief of Staff at Baptist University of the Americas, San Antonio, and will be leading a session in English entitled “Reaching & Discipling the Next Generation,” and the session in Spanish “Alcanzando y Discipulando a la Próxima Generación.”
Through this workshop you will learn practical ways to reach and minister to the next generation
of people in your church and in your community.
David Adams, Director, Church Administration & Special Projects, Texas Baptists, is leading
the session entitled Keeping Your Family Safe at Church. This session will overview the basics
of child safety and abuse prevention, emergency operations planning and security for your church.
Dr. Peter Bowen of the Wayland Baptist University Psychology Department will be sharing
a session called “Uncomfortable Issues with Mental Health in the Church.” Since we are becoming more aware of mental health issues - both outside and inside the church, Dr. Bowen asks,
“what can we learn from people who deal with these issues, and what can we do to help our
churches be more comfortable with ministry in this area?”
Mario Alberto Gonzalez, (Director of House Congregations for Texas Baptists) es director del
departamento de congregaciones en casas de la BGCT. Encontremos maneras de ayudar a nuestras
iglesia a crecer usando los grupos pequeños de estudio Biblico. (His sessions will be on Bible
study in your church using small groups.)
Dr. Stacy Conner, pastor of FBC Muleshoe, is leading the session entitled Designing a
Church Budget that Works. When it comes to church finances, where do you start and how do
you track finances? Join Dr. Stacy Conner and a few leaders from FBC Muleshoe as they discuss
the importance of responsibly managing the tithes and offerings of God’s faithful people.
Cliff Cary, Children’s Minister of FBC Amarillo, will be leading the session Reaching Families
in the Community. We all want to see the church grow—how can we reach our community and
connect with families? This session will explore how both one-time events and weekly follow-up
can create lasting connections.
It’s an exciting time as we approach our RENEW THE VISION 2018 Celebration! We are so excited to be
able to serve our Area Churches as we offer viable training and conferences by a team of outstanding
speakers and leaders! This year we have added some very important and relevant topics both in English
and Spanish which will bless and equip your church leaders who serve in the diverse ministries of our local churches. As evident throughout this newsletter we can’t wait to see what our Awesome God will do
as we come together once again to celebrate His Presence here in West Texas!
Para nuestras Iglesias de habla español, queridos Hermanos, gozosamante les invitamos para que juntos celebremos lo
que Nuestro Poderoso Dios ha hecho y lo que hara en nuestro medio. Este año hemos añadido varias conferecias en
Español por medio de lideres muy capacitados de nuestro estado que compartiran entrenamiento para la salud y creciminento de nuestras Iglesias – les esperamos!
Ephesians 4:12 (NLT2) “ … equip God’s people to do His work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”
In Christ, David Vela, Assoc. Dir. CPBA
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