CELEBRATING THANKSGIVING TOGETHER
Across the area, churches met together for their annual
Thanksgiving meal. At FBC Plainview there was a full house
as they gathered as families and friends to celebrate the season and to honor God for what He has provided. Many of our
congregations are also preparing for the Christmas season,
beginning their music, choir and children’s programs, as well
as putting together supplies and gifts for those in need across
the state and beyond. The Thanksgiving meal starts this wonderful season of sharing the love of Christ with family, friends
and the community. Psalm 69:30 “I will praise God’s name
in song and glorify Him with thanksgiving!”
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Merry Christmas
from our staff to all
the church
families of the
Caprock Plains
Baptist Area.
Dr. Les Griffin
David Vela
Susan Barkley
The deacons and the staff of FBC Plainview prepared
a delicious meal for the congregation to celebrate
Thanksgiving together.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Opportunities to serve are all around us. Many of our area churches provide food and clothing to their neighbors by cooperating with other
churches and local ministries to help those in need. In Plainview a local
downtown community ministry receives donations from the Amarillo
Food Bank, local churches, civic groups and individuals to help those in
need in their community. Look for opportunities in your community.
Matthew 25:40 “Whatever you did for one of the least of these,
you did for me!”

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 2018
Week of Prayer December 2-9

Every Church. Every Nation.
Every church and every member has a critical role to play
in bringing the Gospel to the world. Your church’s participation
in the LMCO is a key part of that ministry.

Your Gifts Transform Lives!

International
Missions
Board

Because you and your church give, IMB missionaries can take the Gospel to unreached peoples around the world. Every dollar you give makes a difference because 100% of the money collected goes to the work of reaching every nation.
Resources: Downloadable resources are available at www.imb.org/lottie-moonchristmas-offering or you can contact the IMB by phone at 1-800-999-3113
to order materials.

CELEBRATING TOGETHER: In this month’s newsletter you will see missions near and far.
The pictures tell the story of our three annual associational meetings celebrating our mission together on the South Plains. While numbers do not tell the entire story, we rejoice in the total baptisms during this past year of the three associations of 166! Beyond this are the untold acts of
kindness, mission trips, comfort given and many other ministries.
On the front page we celebrate our crucial upcoming Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions. The theme for this year is “Every Church! Every Nation!” Set your goal high, reach it
and rejoice in sharing the word beyond your community!
Earlier this month, pastor Van Houser, pastor of Northside Baptist Church of Weatherford, Texas, where
my dad served for 20 years, invited us back for a testimonial service in Dad’s memory. A lot has changed since
my dad was there. The church averaged at that time about 650. The large A-frame auditorium is now converted
into one-third staff offices and two-thirds youth
ministries, with a new 1800-seat sanctuary where
my brother and I played basketball! In this testimonial service I and my brother and sister
spoke. Then with a roving microphone many in
attendance shared stories and anecdotes from
Dad’s life. It was very a helpful and appreciated
time. Again, we thank you for your many acts of
condolence and consideration during this time.
Pictured on the front row from left to right, Les and Betty Griffin, Hazel
Dean Griffin (Mom), Janice Reader (sister), Van Houser (pastor), and on
the second row Susan Griffin, Joe Ray Griffin (brother) and Phillip Reader.

A WORD FROM DAVID: A few years ago I attended
some conferences at one of the fastest growing
churches in America at which I was fascinated by the
way they use technology to help church members
better retain what was being taught from God’s Word
which brought about significant results in lifetransformation. Based on the researched compiled by the Association of Talent Development, we retain approximately 10% of
what we read; 20% of what we hear, 30% of what we see, 50% of
what we see and hear, 70% of what we see, hear and write, and
90% of what we see, hear, and do. It goes without saying these
statistics are relevant in the area of disciple-making. The Apostle
Paul wrote, Philippians 4:8-9 (ESV) “ Finally, brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
On November 17th, some of our area churches came together for a seminar here at the CPBA titled “How to Use Technology in a Small Church” led by Eva Garcia of Nueva Vida Bapt. Ch. in Hereford – great practical information for
churches to help their members grow not only through their worship experience but also in the area of teaching and
learning from God’s Word. Our goal is to continue providing these types of practical seminars that will help our Area
Churches be better equipped to reach and facilitate disciple-making in our present and future generations. We are excited and extremely grateful for your partnership in the ministry of CPBA - Blessings!
In Christ, David Vela, Assoc. Dir. Missions CPBA

LLANOS ALTOS BAPTIST ASSOCIATION’S 57TH ANNUAL MEETING
At this year’s 57th annual meeting, (pictured left to
right) Mike Woods of FBC Sudan served as the
host pastor. Russ Ponder, pastor of FBC Farwell, is
the outgoing moderator. Rob Norris, pastor of FBC
Springlake, will be the incoming moderator. Jonathan
Sullivan, pastor of FBC Dimmitt, gave a challenging
message on effective ways to share the Gospel. We
look forward to a great 2018-2019 year together!

Pictured above are
Kim & Russ Ponder,
who serve their church
and their community in
Farwell in many wonderful ways!

Pictured here with Dr. Les Griffin are
Brian Mullins, pastor of FBC Bovina, and
Dr. Stephen Stookey, Wayland Dean of
Religion and Philosophy.

A time of fellowship and a great meal at FBC Sudan.

CAPROCK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION’S 58TH ANNUAL MEETING
Also featured during this year’s
meeting were Nathan and
Kathy Mulder, FBC Flomot, who
were honored for 30 years of
ministry in that church alone.
They have been serving in ministry since 1966, a lifetime of
service! Thank you Nathan
and Kathy.
Pictured with Dr. Griffin are the host pastor this year, Mark
Snowden, FBC Floydada, Harold Abney, pastor at Afton Baptist,
who gave this year’s sermon, challenging us to represent Christ in
a challenging world, and Chris Tucker, pastor at FBC Quitaque,
who will serve as the associational moderator.

Enjoying the meeting together, Dr. Les & Betty Griffin, Lucy & David Vela.
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A time of fellowship and a great meal at FBC Floydada.
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