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Praise & Worship!   

 

Study 
Time!   

The Hispanic “Fellowship of the Plains” meets sev-

eral times during the year with different churches 

hosting each event. Primera of Lockney and pas-

tor Jesus Caballero graciously hosted this uplift-

ing event. The Hispanic WMU/UFM (Union 

Femenil Misionera) continue to bless many in our 

area through their faithful and active participation.  

Pictured below are their new officers for 2017-

2018. They host many events and ministries dur-

ing the year and even sponsor a dinner at 

Christmas for area pastors and wives. They 

sponsor a college scholarship for local students 

in their churches. This year three students were 

honored. Destiny Benavidez and Jesus Al-

vidrez  (pictured left) of El Carpintero Hale 

Center, who will be attending South Plains Col-

lege, and Sara Gonzales (not pictured) of Pri-

mera Plainview, who is attending Hardin Sim-

mons.  Sara is the daughter of the pastor of Primera Plainview, Raymond & Becki Gonzales. 

Speakers at this meeting included David Vela, the new Assistant Director of Missions for the 

Caprock Plains Baptist Area, and Sam Medina, pastor of Templo of Lubbock. San 

Juana Silva of Primera Lockney presented an enthusiastic report from the annual 

Hispanic Convención in San Antonio where the UFM celebrated their 100th anni-

versary—congratulations! David has been enjoying getting to know the pastors of 

the area and is currently working on some events scheduled to help and encourage 

our pastors and churches, so watch for details about these upcoming events which 

David will be sharing with us. Save the dates and make plans now to attend. We 

are blessed with wonderful pastors, churches, and the active Compañerismo. We at the 

Caprock Plains Baptist Area look forward to some great events and ministry opportunities 

during this year and as we move on into the next year! 

COMPAÑERISMO DE LOS PLANOS 

Sunday, July 9, 2017—Primera Iglesia Bautista Lockney 

Destiny Benavidez receives her scholar-

ship, presented by Belinda Pena. 

Jesus Alvidrez receives his scholarship, 

presented by Belinda Pena. 

David Vela 

Sam Medina 

San Juana Silva 

We are pleased to announce:  

    THE 2017 AREA-WIDE COMBINED ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

Meeting at the Laney Center on the Wayland Campus 

OUR SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY!  

4 PM Simultaneous Associational Business Meetings 

5 PM Catered Family Dinner in the Laney Center  

6 PM Adult Combined Celebration Service 

We will be arranging a 

catered family meal 
and fellowship together 
at 5 PM. Details regarding 

the price per person or 

family and reservation 
details will be shared with our 
churches soon! 

OUR FEATURED SPEAKERS 

 
David Vela 
Caprock Plains Baptist Area 
Associate Director of Missions 
Pastor of Calvario of Crosbyton 
 
 
Dr. Bobby Hall 
President 
Wayland Baptist University 
 
 
 
Bobby Dagnel 
Senior Pastor 
FBC Lubbock 

This Fall we are going to meet together instead of scheduling three separate as-
sociational meetings. Wayland Baptist University has graciously agreed to host 
this year’s annual meeting. We have been working with them on some great ide-
as to make this year’s annual meeting a great time for churches and their families 
to gather together for a day of business, fellowship and celebration. Wayland is 
working on activities for your youth groups and a local church will be working on 
activities for your children. Put Sunday, October 15, 2017, on your calendar be-
cause you won’t want to forget to gather together with churches from all around 
our area, to share what the Lord has been doing and plans for the year ahead!  

Wayland is working on activities for your Middle and High School Students during our Annual 

Meeting.  Information will be mailed to our churches and youth leaders. Signed parental consent 

will be required for some of the activities.  

Inflatable  
Games 

 
Campus  
Tours 

 
WBU  

Worship Band 

Pray for our 3-year partnership with the church planters of the North American Mission Board in the Greater Vancouver Area 

and for opportunities in which you can participate.  Information available from Dr. Griffin.  

Caprock Plains Baptist Area—Shared Mission Partnership—Vancouver 
2018—2020 

CALVARIO CROSBYTON HOSTS SUMMER READING PROGRAM 
 

The congregation of Calvario of Crosbyton partnered with a local school to promote summer 
reading in the community. The events met on Wednesday afternoons.  The children learned good 
reading skills and developed reading goals in fun and innovative ways along with biblical teaching 

and worship. Dinner was served at the end of each Wednesday. At 
the conclusion of the program a Sunday 
morning celebration was held. The children 
sang worship songs, received a certificate of 
participation as well as prizes for the goals 
they achieved. This resulted in an ongoing 
book exchange where the community can 
stay involved throughout the year.  
 Community Ministry 

Sparking a “Fire” in Bible Study 
 

Rosario Lopez, wife of pastor Rosendo, of Primera Iglesia Bau-
tista of Muleshoe recently came up with a great idea to celebrate a 
successful Bible study incentive with their students. She felt that 
since the young people are so tech savvy that she would encourage 
them to be faithful in their attendance, Bible study, and Bible read-
ing. To celebrate their participation and completion of one full year 
of commitment the church presented them with Fire tablets loaded 
with a Bible app and study tools. The kids have been faithful in 
Bible reading and study and keeping in touch via text to en-
courage one another!  Sparking a “Fire” in Bible Study 



Thinking Together… 

Combined Annual Meeting, Sunday, October 15!  In 2008, under the able leadership 

of our former Director of Missions, Dr. Gene Meacham, we had all three of our associations 
meeting together for one annual meeting in one place, the Pete and Nelda Laney Center at 
WBU. It was a fantastic evening. Our Area Committee has approved that Caprock Plains Bap-
tist Area again this year have one annual meeting for the three associations. This will be on 
Sunday, October 15, from 4 PM until 8 PM. This too will be a fantastic evening! 
 

How will all this happen? We will begin at 4 PM on the second floor of the Laney Center after registering in 
the downstairs lobby area. There is an elevator to the second floor if needed. Each of the associations, 
Caprock, Llanos Altos and Staked Plains, will meet separately from 4 to 5 PM to conduct their own busi-
ness, such as budgets, nominating and other items needing attention during this annual meeting. Then from 
5 to 6 PM we will be downstairs on the floor of the Laney Center for a catered dinner. Following our supper, 
from 6 to 8 PM, will be the Evening Conference in the Laney Center. 
 
The focus of the evening will include great music, video presentations of the area-wide partnership with Mis-
sion Vancouver, as well as missions here locally and special speakers, David Vela, our new Associate Direc-
tor of Missions, Dr. Bobby Hall, President of Wayland Baptist University, and Bobby Dagnel, pastor of FBC 
Lubbock. These three men bring very special gifts to the Kingdom of God. It will be an inspirational time as 
they share with our area.  
 
The youth, middle school and high school, will be on a different tract entirely. They will have opportunity to 
tour and ask questions about Wayland Baptist University from 4 to 5 PM. At 5 PM we will allow them to eat 
first and then move to their activities both inside and outside of the building. The activities outside of the 
building will be provided by Wayland Baptist University, including inflatable games, one of which will be laser 
tag. Inside of the building will be a rock climbing wall and video games on the second floor. They will close 
the evening with an exciting time of worship led by the new BSM Director, Reid Burkett, and his worship 
band. Medical release forms will be sent to the churches ahead of time. They must have a filled-out permis-
sion form with a parent’s signature when they arrive at 4 PM. Activities for younger children are still pending 
and childcare will be provided by reservation only. 
 
This will be a GREAT EVENING!  I trust that your church will make plans now to be a part of this time of celebration.  
 

A Special Thank You to FBC Dekalb! Coming from East Texas, pastor James Sparks brought 30 peo-

ple from his congregation this summer to help in mission projects in the Caprock Plains Baptist Area. Specifi-
cally, they worked with FBC Hart and FBC Bovina in Vacation Bible Schools, light construction work, and 
outreach activities in their communities. I commend and thank Pastor Sparks and his marvelous mission-
minded church. They did this at no cost to our local churches and they have made a commitment to return for 
two more years. If you have a mission project that you would like to have them consider, feel free to contact 
us here at the Area Office.  See pictures in this newsletter. 

FBC Floydada Calls a New Pastor 

 

Mark Snowden made his debut in the pulpit at FBC Floyda-
da on Sunday, July 23rd.  Mark comes to the area from Waco 
where he pastored Westwood Baptist Church. He was active 
in the community and worked for 
Waco Community Development 
and Habitat for Humanity. Mark is a 
graduate of the University of South-
ern Mississippi and of George W. 
Truett Seminary. His wife Natalie is 
a pre-K teacher. They have four 
children, Sierra, Mia, John Taylor 
and Ella. Welcome to Mark and his 
family!  

 

CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA              
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       Susan Barkley  -  Ministry Assistant 
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Office: 806-296-2751                   

Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net          
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 A WORD FROM DAVID:   

FBC Dekalb Ministers to Our Area Churches  
Earlier this year we had a call from pastor James Sparks of FBC Dek-

alb in northeastern Texas. His church was interested in bringing a 

group to West Texas as part of their commitment to service ministry. 

The congregation of Dekalb has about 300 members. This summer 

two of our churches participated in this great ministry opportunity. At 

FBC Hart, where Dr. Gene 

Meacham serves as pastor, 

30 people from the Dekalb 

congregation brought sleeping 

bags and air mattresses and stayed in the education wing of the church. The 

men of FBC Hart and FBC O’Donnell brought a 

shower trailer and a washing machine & dryer trail-

er used by Texas Baptist Men. The group from Dek-

alb helped FBC Hart in holding a Vacation Bible School and also focused 

on youth community ministries. Youth from FBC Hart and FBC Dekalb 

painted the outside of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church of Hart, a congregation 

led by pastor Garfield Griffin. FBC Bovina, pastored by Brian Mullins, 

also benefited from the group ministry of FBC 

Dekalb as the group aided them in an evening 

Vacation Bible School during the same week. 

The congregation of FBC Dekalb has an inter-

national ministry in Guatemala and a ministry in South Dakota. 

They are committed to helping churches in our area for at least 

three years. If your congregation is interested in what they might 

be able to help with next summer, just contact Dr. Griffin at the 

Area Office. This is a great opportunity for ministry and for being 

ministered to!  

Pastor James Sparks (red t-shirt) with his group from the 

FBC Dekalb congregation. 

Pastor Brian Mullins 

visits with one of the 

VBS participants. 

Painting at Mt. Calvary of Hart 

VBS & Youth Activities at FBC Hart 

VBS  at FBC Bovina 

A DAY OF CELEBRATION 
Sunday, August 6, was a great 
day of celebration at FBC Cot-
ton Center, where Chris Collier 
serves as pastor. Ethan and 
Makayla Nicholson were hon-
ored during Sunday’s service as 
it was a day of ordination of 
Ethan to the Gospel Ministry. 

Ethan has been serving at Cotton Center as their Minis-
ter to Youth. They are both Wayland students, Ethan 
studying chemistry, math and intercultural missions, and 
Makayla biology and intercultural missions. The Nichol-
son’s had a great representation from their own family 
present in the Sunday worship to support them.  

                   

It has been a great summer!  I’ve had the awesome privilege of meeting some of the pastors and ministry leaders in our 
churches, institutions and organizations that every day faithfully carry out the responsibility of being a blessing and mak-
ing an impact in the lives of so many.   I think you would agree, it totally blows my mind when in those moments of reflec-
tion my finite mind finally “gets it!” - that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords would entrust such a priceless task to us – a 
task so priceless that the impressions made in people’s lives will last for an eternity – WOW!  Not only is this a humbling 
privilege but it is a responsibility which deserves our best.  As I’ve had the opportunity to visit with you, I’ve discovered 
one common thread – everyone has a deep desire to do our best for Jesus.   How do we stay at our best so that oth-

ers can get our best?  In times when life and ministry begin to feel heavy,  The Lord Jesus is our model:  First - We need to stay con-
nected to the “power source” (John 15:5).  Jesus is our power source, without a constant connection to Him our batteries will run low and 
others inevitably miss out on our best.  Our daily time with Him is the source of power and the constant flow for joy-filled and effective min-
istry (John 7:38).  Second – Know what you need to accomplish, prioritize and delegate.  What’s most important, what can others help me 
with?  None of us can get it all done all the time,  we need to do what we’re best at and allow others to use their spiritual giftedness and do 
what they’re good at (Mark 3:14, Rom. 12:6).  Lastly – Get the necessary rest your body and mind need.  Just like our cell phones, we 
need to get recharged otherwise we’re not at optimal effectiveness – we’re not refreshed and ministry is not fresh, it can become hum-
drum.  As important and as busy as ministry can be, even our Lord Jesus took time off to replenish and rest – we 
need to do the same (Luke 5:15-16, Mark 6:31-32).  My prayer is that ministry is always a joy for you and that 
others get the best you have to offer.  This upcoming Fall Season it is our goal to help you stay fresh and encour-
aged through the ministry of CPBA – look for the upcoming encouraging events in this editorial.  Blessings!  
 
In Christ,  
David Vela 
Assoc. Dir. CPBA 

 


