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With the addition of our new staff member we look forward to stepping out into numerous ministry opportunities.  

David Vela comes to the area after over 30 years of ministerial and entrepreneurial experience. David and his 

wife Lucy are life-long residents of El Paso, Texas, where he has served in church plants and church revitalization 

projects, including the successful merger of two culturally diverse congregations. He has had 13 years of church 

planter coaching and leadership development experience, with extensive training in secular and ministerial con-

sulting. He is also a successful businessman in the El Paso area, having 

founded and established his own businesses, now carried on by one of his 

children. David has been educated at Howard Payne University where he 

focused on Religions Studies, Practical Theology, and Missiology. He has 

numerous certifications and trainings, including being a leadership facilitator, a corporate 

coach, a BGCT church planting coach, a life coach, participated in organizational leadership 

coaching and BGCT church planter assessor. These should all prove to be vital tools for his 

ministry with the area. David is fluent in Spanish and English, and has great cross-cultural 

skills which will be a great asset for the churches, pastors and leadership in our area.  

 

David and Lucy have three children and seven grandchildren. A daughter, Margie, is cur-

rently enrolled in a doctoral program at New Mexico State University. She has one son 

named Elijah.  Another daughter, Nancy, a busy accountant, is married to Chris and they 

have three children. Son, David, Jr., is married to Serenity and they also have three chil-

dren. David, Jr., owns the family business in El Paso. 

 

David also has a great family heritage of ministry. His parents, Angel and Delia Vela, have 

been instrumental in Baptist life across the state. Brother Angel will be honored this sum-

mer at Convención in San Antonio with an Honorary President of Convención Bautista 

Hispana de Texas.  

2017 Gordon Benson Associational Offering 
Reaching Area 806—Strengthening Our Churches 

Goal:  $15,000 
   Conferences 

   Coaching 

   Mentoring 

   Transformational Church Evaluations 

   Leadership Skills for Strengthening and Transitioning Churches 

JUNE 

FBC of Muleshoe     

reports 200 kids in           

attendance! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FROM AROUND THE AREA!  

 

Primera of Plainview  

hosts an evening 

VBS this year. 

Great Volunteers!  

Craft Time-Fun Time!  

Praise & Worship!   

Friend & SnackTime!    

Snack Time with your buddies is always fun!  

FBC of Plainview  

     ...A week of fun for      

             all ages at VBS!  

 

Fun music & worship!   
Fun craft & learning time!  

Study 
Time!   

  David 

A New Face and a New Ministry Opportunity  

Lucy & David 

Angel & Delia 



Thinking Together… 

 

Welcoming David Vela 
Last week we welcomed David Vela as the new bi-vocational Associate Director of Missions for the 
Caprock Plains Baptist Area. David is wearing two hats. He is the pastor of Calvario Community Church 
of Crosbyton and a minister at large to the churches of CPBA. David will be in the Area Office one day 
each week. That day will be Tuesday. If you need a time to visit, come by and see him personally. Also, 
David will be available at other times during the week or weekend for individuals and churches. To 

schedule such a meeting, contact the Area Office at 296-2751 or contact David directly at 915-309-3674. The hope is 
for all of our churches to be strengthened through his being a friend, a mentor or coach, helping evaluate the local 
church.  Through his ministry I know he will be both encouraging and beneficial to all our churches, pastors and staff. 

 

Annual Meeting…Save the Date-Sunday, October 15 
In 2008 all three associations met at Wayland for the Annual Meeting. This proved to be a marvelous time of celebra-
tion! That is what we will be doing again this year on Sunday October 15, 2017. Wayland’s President, Dr. Bobby Hall, 
has extended a very gracious invitation for all three associations to meet at Wayland’s Pete and Nelda Laney Center 
on Sunday afternoon and evening. In the afternoon, each of the three associations will meet separately and simultane-
ously in individual rooms to conduct business for that association. Then we will come together for a catered supper 
and a great evening conference  for the adults. There will  be special activities simultaneously for junior high and high 
school youth. The specific plans will be forthcoming in the days ahead. Our goal is to have events for the entire family. 
It will be an exciting time. More details will follow! 
 

Gordon Benson Offering 
Don’t forget to encourage your church to participate this year in the Area 806 Gordon Benson Associational Missions 
Offering. As you will remember, we are going to use this offering to help focus on various ways of ministering directly 
to our churches and in strengthening them. I recently met with a group of Directors of Missions and as we looked at 
our churches across the West Texas area, we realized the great need for renewal, revival and in some cases refocusing 
on the priorities that matter to the kingdom. This is exactly what we are going to be attempting to do in the days 
ahead. Our desire is to see our churches strengthened and from that not only will communities be strengthened but 
the mission efforts that they support both at home and abroad will be strengthened as well. If you have not already 
done so, consider having simply a one-day offering for the Area 806 effort.  

A GROUP TRIP  
OPPORTUNITY 

SEPTEMBER 
2017 

 
 

The Lubbock Area Baptist Association shared that a 
group in their area is planning a trip to visit the Ark En-
counter and Creation Museum in September. If you are 
interested you can contact LABA at 806-791-4442.  

 FBC Muleshoe June 5-8 
FBC Crosbyton June 5-9 
FBC Plainview June 5-9 
FBC Farwell     June 5-9 

 

 

CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA              
      Dr. Lester B. Griffin -  Director of Missions    

       Susan Barkley  -  Ministry Assistant 

Plains Baptist Camp & Retreat Center 
has a rich heritage of ministry to the 
South Plains. Established in 1947. Locat-
ed in the historic Blanco Canyon (near 
Floydada). A perfect place to rest, reflect, 
refresh, and restore.  
 
Available for all types of activities for all 
ages and groups. They operate numer-

ous children’s and youth camps throughout the year as well. 
Here are a few of those dates:   
 Caprock Plains Girls Camp June 13-16 
 Lubbock Area Girls Camp June 22-25 
 South Plains Youth Camp June 26-30 
 Camp C3 (RA’s)   July 5-8 
 Explorers PreTeen Camp  July 14-18  
 FBC Floydada Kids Kamp July 27-30 
 
Check out their website at www.pbacamp.org or call them at 
806-983-3954.  

2301 Utica Street    

Plainview, Texas 79072                       

Office: 806-296-2751                   

Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net          

Web: caprockplains.org                      

Vacation Bible School season is in full swing at a church near you!  

FBC Tulia June 18-22 
FBC Lockney June 19-22 
FBC Olton June 19-23 
FBC Silverton June 25-29 

FBC Paducah July 10-14 
FBC Spur July 10-14 
FBC Bovina July 24-28  

These are just a few...so contact your church to volunteer or sign up your children!  

With a unanimous vote of affirmation, Steven 

McCaslin accepted the invitation of First Baptist 

Church of Muleshoe to become their next Youth 

Minister. Steven is a graduate of Mary Hardin Bay-

lor University at Belton. He has also served as a 

Youth Intern at FBC Belton.   Steven is engaged to 

Sarah Short, also a Mary Hardin Baylor graduate. 

They will marry on June 8th in Houston and move 

to Muleshoe on June 12th.  Sarah has accepted a 

position as an elementary teacher in Muleshoe in 

the Fall.    

FBC Muleshoe 

Has a New 

Staff Member! 

Call Susan at 806-296-2751 or email her at 

caprockplains@nts-online.net. She loves to share 

pictures and reports from your summer camps, 

church/community projects, mission trips, and VBS! 

Spring 

2018 

Caprock Plains Baptist Area  

  
PARTNERSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY—VISIT—GIVE 

Be in prayer for our 3-year partnership with 

the church planters of the North American 

Mission Board in the Greater Vancouver    

Area, which will begin in 2018.  

 More information to follow.  

Mark your calendar! TBMA 2018 CONFERENCE 

Texas Baptist Ministry Assistants 
April 19-21, 2018—Austin, Texas 

www.tbma.net       Details are Pending. 

A WORD FROM DAVID:  I am truly excited for the opportunity that our Lord has given me here at CPBA to work with churches from 
the West Texas Area – it’s an honor for me to partner with you and to be given the opportunity of sharing with you and learning from 
you as we endeavor to do what our Awesome God has entrusted to us.  William Carey said, “I'm a dreamer and continue to dream 
of what can and will be...Expecting great things from God, Attempting great things for God.”   

 

As I begin this new chapter in my life and in the life of our association, please allow me to share some of my dreams for just a mo-
ment.  I sincerely believe that West Texas is a region filled with men and women in a diverse cultural context, whose primary pur-
pose and pursuit is to let Jesus be known – to reach the lost and equip them in Christ. For that reason, my first desire is to get to 

know each of our pastors who so diligently lead their respective churches and to make myself available to them as best as possible, as a friend 
and a co-laborer in Christ.  Secondly, as a pastor myself, I know the importance of recruiting and developing leaders so that the influence of the 
Gospel of Jesus is multiplied, resulting in stronger and healthier ministries and churches.   How will we do this?  By meeting with you individually, 
through training events, mentoring, life coaching and other means by which I believe God has gifted us with.  As you and I very well know, ministry 
is tough and therefore needs the best team and resources we can possibly put out there knowing that the core of sharing the Gospel is the grace of 
God and THE TEAM which He has granted us.    

 

May our Lord find us faithful as we dream together and attempt big things cross-culturally for His Kingdom.  

 

In Christ,  
 
David Vela, Associate Director of Missions 

 


