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B I B L E  D R I L L 
From the recent Staked Plains Associational Bible 
Drill:  Leaders Martha & Rick Shaw, and the boys 
who will advance to the state competition, Grade 
4—Malachi Guzman, Ben Beaty, Isaac Paul and 
Dylan Stone, Grade 6—Michael Guzman, as well as 
leaders Martin Guzman & Virginia Anderson. 
Pictured separately on the right, Grace Shaw, who 
is in the 10th grade, will be advancing to state com-
petition in the Youth Speaker’s Tournament. The 
associational Bible Drill took place at College Heights Baptist Church 
of Plainview in March.  

B E A C H  R E A C H  2017 
The Baptist Student Ministry of Wayland participated again with 
Beach Reach, a wonderful ministry to care for and share the love 
of Christ with the beach goers. They provide “safe rides” for par-
tygoers and serve pancake breakfasts as well as share the Gospel 
to those who are willing to hear. This year the Wayland group 
reported 6 decisions for Christ! Donnie Brown, Department of 
Religion, is pictured in the center of the photo, wearing a blue 
cap. Donnie led a great group of students this year!   

 

 Caprock Plains Baptist Area  

  
PARTNERSHIP 

College Heights of Plainview Hosts Retirement Festivities 

Sunday afternoon and evening, April 3, was a great day for memories 
and celebration at College Heights Baptist Church of Plainview. Linda 
Johnson, who served as the Church Secretary for 42 years, retired 
with a lifetime of ministry and memories with that congregation. Linda 
was honored with a gracious financial gift as well as a Book of Memo-
ries, presented to her by Gary Yates. 
Numerous special guests attended, 
including former pastor Don Robert-

son and his wife Barbara.  
 
Following the evening 
service there was a beau-
tifully-presented tea and 
cake fellowship honoring 
Linda for her wonderful 
legacy of ministry.  

Pastor Jason Smith, Linda Johnson, Univ/Student Minister Jason        
    Elvington, and Minister of Education Gary Yates. 

Linda (center), Barbara & Don Robertson.  Gary Yates shares memories during the evening           
service honoring Linda. 

Area-Wide Leadership Summit  In March, Texas Baptists, part-
nering with Amarillo Area, Caprock Plains Baptist Area, and the Lubbock 
Area, hosted a Leaders Edge Summit designed for pastors serving in 
churches with under 125 in Sunday School as well as bi-vocational pas-
tors.  Speakers from Texas Baptists (BGCT) and local personalities came  
to encourage, equip and engage leaders to assist them to reach their full-
est potential and next level in ministry. Texas Baptists hosted the 

attendees to a meal at Leal’s Restaurant on Fri-
day evening before the conference, then on 
Saturday offered numerous breakout sessions 
including Sermon Prepa-
ration, Time Management 
and Finances. FBC 
Plainview and Staff pro-
vided the venue and Su-
san Barkley, CPBA, coordi-
nated lunch for Saturday.  

Gene Wilkes of B.H. Carroll Institute, Sam Medina of Templo Lubbock, Rene 
Maciel of Woodway Baptist of Waco, Gary Patterson, Berean Bible Fellowship 

of San Antonio, and Bryan Houser, Executive Director of Amarillo Area. 

Ira Antoine, Director of Bivoca-
tional Ministry, Texas Baptists, & 
Ministry Assistant Melody Rich. Dinner at Leal’s on Friday Night Lunch on Saturday 

The Area Missions Team and the Area Committee voted to enter into a 3-year 

partnership with the church planters of the North American Mission Board in 

the Greater Vancouver Area beginning in 2018.  
More information to follow.  

2017 Gordon Benson Associational Offering 

Reaching Area 806 
Goal:  $15,000 

Strengthening Our Churches 
 

Conferences 

Coaching 

Mentoring 

Transformational Church Evaluations 

Leadership Skills for Strengthening and Transitioning Churches 



Thinking Together… 
 

 
David Vela is Approved 
 
The Area Committee of Caprock Plains Baptist Area this past Tuesday approved joining in 
partnership with Texas Baptists to hire David Vela to be our new Bi-Vocational Assistant 

Director of Missions. For the last month we have met with and shared the possibility of David coming with 
six groups. Those are the Executive Boards of three associations, Hispanic fellowship in Plainview and in 
Muleshoe, and our Missions Team.  What a blessing it is to have David Vela on board. We welcome David 
and his wife Lucy to the ministry of this area. There is no doubt that God has been in this process and David 
will be a blessing to many of you and your churches. 
 

Gordon Benson Offering 2017 “Reaching Area 806” 
 
Our Missions Committee joins with our Area Committee in shared excitement for making the 2017 Gordon 
Benson Associational Offering “Reaching All of Area 806.” For the past 10 years, the Gordon Benson As-
sociational Offering has been used for joint associational mission projects of our three associations. Together 
we have built a church in Clint, south of El Paso, helped build the chapel at the Formby Unit in Plainview, 
ministered with special funds to a pastor in Juarez and going on mission in Kenya.   
 
This year the Missions Committee and Area Committee want to focus locally on “Area 806”, the area of 
Caprock Plains Baptist Area for missions is not just distant but local. With the coming of David Vela, it is 
hopeful that we can open new areas of service and mission through conferences, church evaluations, men-
toring, coaching and local mission projects in our churches.  These resources will be available to all our 
churches. We are excited about these days ahead.  
 
The offering this year provides seed money for these events and ministries.  How, you would ask? It is our 
prayer we would see our leadership be developed and deepened. With David Vela’s expertise, careful evalua-
tion of our churches can lead to the seeing of new possibilities of ministry in our own communities. It is a 
dream that we would see not only volunteer retention in our churches, but growth in those who will participate 
in reaching others. Furthermore, our hope is that  the plateaued church would realize it does not have to re-
main plateaued in its influence and blessing to its community! It is a dream that God has given that a new day 
of cooperation and blessing between pastors and deacons in their related roles of seeing the Kingdom of God 
grow.  These funds would lead directly to additional conferences, coaching, and resources for these projects. 
To this end, the Gordon Benson Offering 2017 for Area 806 will stir a revival and a transformation into that 
which God would have each of us to be.  
 
This is a missional dream. I encourage you to pray and to give. I also encourage you to be willing to partici-
pate in a new day of seeking and planning for God’s Best! Our goal this year is $15,000 toward the strength-
ening of churches in this area and to be used here, that the home base might be strong, and from that re-
newed base we might be able to reach around the world.  Doing Something Great Together! To God be the 
Glory! 

WELCOMING NEW FACES TO THE CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA  
David Vela, who will be coming soon to the Caprock Plains Baptist Area as a  
Bi-Vocational Assistant Director of Missions, and his wife Lucy have now met 
with the leaders of all three associations and the two area Compañerismos 
(Hispanic Fellowships).  Everyone is very excited about this new opportunity 
for ministry. David is serving as pastor at Calvario of Crosbyton. He comes to 
our area from El Paso with lots of great experience as a pastor, a church plan-
tar, a pastoral coach, life coach, and businessman. He will officially start work 
this summer but has already hit the ground running to get to know everyone!  

At Leal’s  in Muleshoe with guests from the Llanos Altos Association  
and the Compañerismo Noroeste (North East Hispanic Fellowship).  

Enjoying a great time together are Lucy Vela,  
Betty Griffin and Yolanda Ybarra.  

David Vela, Pastor of Calvario Crosbyton, Raymond Gonzales, Pas-
tor of Primera Plainview, Sam Medina, Pastor of Templo Lubbock, 

and Victor Hernandez, Pastor of Carpintero Hale Center at the 
Compañerismo de los Planos (Hispanic Fellowship of the Plains). 

 

Here are some of the dates we have received at 
the Area Office. I am sure there will be many 
more. Contact your local church if you are inter-
ested. 
        FBC Muleshoe June 5-8 
        FBC Crosbyton June 5-9 
        FBC Plainview June 5-9 
        FBC Tulia  June 18-22 
        FBC Olton  June 19-23 
        FBC Silverton  June 25-29 
        FBC Paducah  July 10-14 
        FBC Bovina  July 24-28  

 South Plains Congregation Welcomes New Pastor 
South Plains Baptist Church, after the 
retirement of Pastor Joe Weldon and his 
wife Shirley, is pleased to announce they 
have called a new pastor, Daniel Beaty. 
Daniel and his family have been members 
of College Heights of Plainview , where 
Daniel has served as an excellent Bible 
teacher and leader.  In the past Daniel has 
served at churches in Illinois and Texas in 
Family and Youth Ministry and on a 
church planting team. He is a graduate of 
Liberty University. 

The Beaty Family: Daniel & Elizabeth, 
with their children Joshua, Benjamin, 

Megan and Kelsey. 

 

CAPROCK PLAINS BAPTIST AREA              
      Dr. Lester B. Griffin -  Director of Missions    

       Susan Barkley  -  Ministry Assistant 

Plains Baptist Camp & Retreat Center has a rich heritage 
of ministry to the South Plains. Established in 1947. Locat-
ed in the historic Blanco Canyon (near Floydada). A perfect 
place to rest, reflect, refresh, and restore.  
 
Available for all types of activities for all ages and groups. 
They operate numerous children’s and youth camps 
throughout the year as well. Here are a few of those dates: 
  

 Caprock Plains Girls Camp June 13-16 
 Lubbock Area Girls Camp June 22-25 
 South Plains Youth Camp June 26-30 
 Camp C3 (RA’s)   July 5-8 
 Explorers PreTeen Camp  July 14-18  
 FBC Floydada Kids Kamp July 27-30 
 
Check out their website at www.pbacamp.org or call them at 806-983-3954.  

2301 Utica Street    

Plainview, Texas 79072                       

Office: 806-296-2751                   

Email: caprockplains@nts-online.net          

Web: caprockplains.org                     
Find us on Facebook! 

   B I B L E  D R I L L — Caprock Association 
From the Caprock Association, Bible Drill  was held at 
FBC Silverton, where Minister to Students, Efrain Gonza-
lez, shared these great pictures with us.  Participating in 
the Youth Division was Lexi Gonzalez. Participating in the 
Children’s Division were Kooper Cox, Andrew Walton, 
Brae Brannon-Estes, and Jacob Gonzalez. The students 
will now be progressing to the Regional Event in Lub-
bock.  


