
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Guide to Devotional Writing
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Writing a Devotional: 

 

Writing a devotional can offer hope to your readers and inspire them in a way that lectures or plain 

articles, may not. 

The Details 

The devotional should be between 400 and 700 words and should be submitted as an MS Word 
document.  You will also need to submit a photo of yourself as a jpeg file as well as a 50-75 word 
caption of the photo with information about yourself.  The caption can include family information, 
church involvement, hobbies or interests.  Email your devotional to youth@newmckendree.org 
 

How do I know what to say? 

There is something already inside you that God wants you to say. You just have to open your heart to 

the Holy Spirit, and listen.  There is no correct format for a devotional, no formula that equals a great 

devotional.  Just remember, God uses willing hands to write his words! 

Be prayerful — Before you put pen to paper, or rather, start typing, pray. Ask God to tell you what 

He would have you to write about. Listen. He will tell you what to write. 

Where do I begin? 

Begin in your own relationship with God. God speaks to us and guides us as we study the Bible and 

pray. Good meditations are closely tied to scripture and show how it has shed light on a specific 

situation. Good meditations make the message of the Bible come alive. 

Good devotional writing is first of all authentic. It connects real events of daily life with the ongoing 

activity of God. It comes across as the direct, honest statement of personal faith in Christ and how 

that faith grows. It is one believer sharing with another an insight or struggle about what it means to 

live faithfully. 

 

Second, good devotional writing uses sensory details, and is exploratory! It searches and considers 

and asks questions. It examines the faith without knowing in advance what all the answers will be. It 

is open to God’s continuing self-revelation through scripture, people, and events. Good writing 

chronicles growth and change, seeing God behind both. 

Things to keep in mind: 

 Connect scripture with your own life. Your experience is unique. 

 Avoid preaching ("you should ...,” “you need to ...,” “we must ...,” etc.) 

 Make only one point. Think snapshot, not movie. 

 Focus on how you can deepen the Christian commitment of readers and nurture their spiritual 

growth. 
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 Seek always to encourage readers to deeper engagement with the Bible. Share your blessings 

and testimonies or what special scriptures and life lessons that the Lord has put on your heart 

and touched you with. That's all a devotional is. It is some special scripture and personal 

meaning that someone shares.  

 

 

Things To Do:  

 Continue praying as you work on a devotional and allow for the Holy Spirit's leading. 

 Use Scripture correctly. Use a concordance and look up other Bible verses that relate to what 

you want to use. Make sure you don't use anything out of context. Read the passages preceding 

and after the text you've chosen to help you put things into perspective. 

 Decide why you want to write a devotional. Is it for yourself? Is it to inspire? Is it to teach a 

Bible truth? Is it to encourage? Is it to comfort? Is it to a specific group such as moms, 

divorcees, young teens, etc. Figuring out these questions will help you pull your thoughts 

together as you get started. 

 

Writing From Personal Bible Study: 

 Write down the Scripture references that you've been reading in your own quiet time or choose a topic that 

you'd like to learn more about and do some Bible study on that before you begin writing. 

 Make a list of the things that you've learned from those Scriptures you've read, studied, and meditated on. 

 Make a list of how you want to apply it to your life. 

Writing From Life Experiences: 

 Has anything special happened in your life lately? 

o Went on a trip? 

o Did someone say something in passing that struck a chord in you? 

 Have a trial hit you unexpectedly? 

 Has a major event affected you? 

 Has anything happened in your family that's affected you such as children leaving for college, children 

getting married, have a new baby or grandbaby on the scene, etc. 

o How did God work in those circumstances? 

o Did he teach you anything from what you went through or from what someone else went or is 

going through? 

Writing From Everyday Happenings: 

 Have your kids said anything lately that struck you funny or made you think of a biblical principle or truth? 

 Have you had any interaction with friends or family that made you think of a biblical principle or truth? 
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 How is God working in your everyday life from the time you get up until you go to bed? 

 Were you discouraged throughout your day? Sometimes discouragement or hard times lead us to pick up 

our Bibles and search for something that gets us out of our rut. God's Word can change your outlook. 

 

 

Make A Format: 

 Begin writing by organizing what you've learned through your study and the things that have 

inspired you. 

 When you first begin writing you may find yourself writing in long paragraphs. If you are 

going to share your devotion, break those up into points. 

 A good rule to follow is a beginning or introduction, your middle or your general points, and 

an ending, which is a summary with some note to leave your audience with. 

1. Your Beginning - State what your topic is or the main idea of what you want to share 

in an introduction. It may just be a scripture or a summary of a bible story. 

2. Your Middle - State your general points. If you are sharing a story or lesson you 

learned, stick to the main points and not too many details. 

3. Your Ending – State the conclusion to be drawn, final note that you'd like to leave 

with your audience, thought provoking question, etc.   

 

  



Sources include: Pastor Marsha West Eichler, Julia Bettencourt, Upper Room, and Courtney Chowning 

 

Sharing your Faith Story: 

When someone shares an authentic life story, it helps us relate to one another and to God in a deeper 

way.  Stories are powerful. Faith stories are even more powerful.  Think about the Bible, it is full of 

moments of success and failure, triumph and tragedy.  The humans in the Bible are no different than 

us today.  Many didn’t know God, many followed God, some turned away, some tried to follow, 

many messed up, some were bold, most were afraid… but the one constant was God’s presence. 

God’s grace, mercy, love and forgiveness permeates every word of every story.  

Writing a faith story is a way for each of us to recognize God’s movement in our lives. When writing 

a faith story, it is not necessary to have all the answers. Just be real and honest, vulnerable and 

authentic.  

1. Start by praying for guidance in picking one event or experience that was a life 

changer for you. Ask for the Holy Spirit to guide you. (It may not be a burning bush 

event, but that’s okay!) Ask God what people should hear.  

2. Begin writing- with no regard for format, length, grammar, etc.  Include facts about 

how you felt.  Did you recognize God in that moment or did that come later? What 

sustained you during this time? What distracted you? Were others influential? Write 

from the heart.   

3. When finished, pray about what you have written and let it sit for a day or two. 

4. When ready, start editing.  If needed, cut down the length. What is the main point? 

Do you veer from the essence of the story too much?  Is your language too 

“churchy?”  Consider rewording. 

5. Don’t get frustrated!  The joy comes in recognizing that God works in all situations. 

6. If you feel comfortable, ask someone for constructive feedback.  Send to staff, and be 

open to editorial changes, knowing that the testimony won’t be changed, although the 

presentation may be in certain areas because of length restrictions, theme, etc. 

7. Thank God for the experience! Express your gratitude for the ability and courage to 

share how God is moving in your life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


