
CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

1 Timothy 1 
 
I. SETTING (1-3a) 
 
II. REMINDERS (3b-11) 
 

A. __________________________ focus (3b-4) 
-not fables 
-not genealogies 
-not things of dispute 
 
 

B. __________________________ focus (5-7) 
-a pure heart, good conscience, & sincere faith 
-not idle talk, confused practice, or foolish priorities 
 
 

C. __________________________ confusion (8-11) 
 
 
III. PERSONAL TESTIMONY (12-17) 
 
 
IV. REASON FOR THE WRITING (18-20) 

A. The _______________________  
-ruling the church is not a step of spiritual maturity 

 -not every believer is supposed to help rule God’s people 
  
 
   
 



 B. The _______________________ 
 -military terms of a soldier’s life 
 “_______________________” 
  Cf. Titus 1:5 “set in order the things that are lacking” 
  
 

If there is A PARTICULAR PLAN from God for His church, then: 
1. nothing _______________ will do 
2. we _______________ to know what it is 
3. we must adopt and _______________ it 
4. _______________ that opposes it must die 

  
 

C. The _______________________ 
 -when a leader goes astray the consequences are far reaching 
  “everything rises and falls on leadership” 

Judges 17:6 
 
 
Why are the stakes of who and how God’s church is ruled so 
significant? 
-because church government setup is a microcosm and pattern for 
the rest 
 

1. familial relationships carrying out the “one another’s” 
 

2. non-clerical community 
 

3. shared, servant, unified, interdependent leadership 
 

4. guards Christ’s headship 
 
 
 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 
Do you see in this passage that church leadership is a serious issue? 

 
How does a form of government help or hurt caring for and leading 
the flock? 

 
Is it likely for a close knit community to develop in a clergy/laity 
structure? 

 
What terms and points in 1 Tim 1 make clear we are to take this 
seriously? 

 
How might some churches fall into unbiblical leadership traps? (see 
verses 4, 6, 7, 19, 20) 
 
What traditional pastoral roles do you think a church leader should 
have, but aren’t sure there is a verse for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE 
 
Monday: Will I be willing to obey what the Bible says about church 
leadership before I know what it is?  What role does faith play in your 
daily life decisions?  What role should faith play in your life? 

2 Corinthians 5:7  
1 John 5:4 

 
 
Tuesday: Will I be willing to admit the place “tradition” has in my views 
of church leadership?  Traditions are not all bad.  So, when does 
holding a tradition become wrong? 

 Matthew 15:1-14 

 
 
Wednesday: What did Jesus call those who held too much to their 
traditions? 

 Mark 7:1-16 

 
 
Thursday: What did Jesus say the religious people had done that made 
their traditions wrong? 

 Mark 7:1-16 

 
Friday: What significant problems arise when leadership is not done 
according to God’s plan?  What went wrong when the rulers of Israel 
were not qualified? 

 1 Samuel 8:1-3 

 
 
Saturday: What did God tell Israel would go wrong if they followed 
their own plan for a ruler?  Was He right? 

1 Sam 8:1-19 

 
 
 


