
Common Cents (2) 
 
(1) Jesus talked a lot about money. 16 of 38 parables were concerned with how to 
 handle money and manage possessions.  

(2) In the Gospels, 288 verses deal directly with the subject of money. In the entire 
 Bible, there are more than 2,000 verses on money and possessions. 

Biblical Money Management Principles  

1. God owns everything that exists because He made it and sustains it. From the 
 raw materials, to investment wisdom, to the power to make wealth, to our very 
 lives;  God owns and sustains it all. (Gen. 1, Col. 1:16-17, Ps. 24:1, Deut. 8:18, 
 Isa.42:5) 

2. You and I were created with the capacity to manage what God owns (?). 
 However, ultimate control always resides in the owner, not the manager. 
 (Genesis 1:26-30, Luke 12:16-21) 

3. Money management insists that we get our “giving orders” from the Lord!  
 (1 Corinthians 16:1, Corinthians 8:5) 
 
 

1 Corinthians 16 – Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told 
the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that 
when I come no collections will have to be made. 
 

 

 a.  “On the first day of every week” (Sunday) – Give regularly. 
 

 b. “Set aside a sum of money” –  Give according to a predetermined plan (not  
    on a whim, emotion, or by manipulation). 
 

 c. “In keeping with his income” – Give proportionally to your earnings. 
 

 d. Because you have “saved it up” to do so – Give intentionally. 
 

  ** You have to start where you are!  Here’s a workable strategy for you to  
   use so that you might become consistent in giving. 
 

  ** This model was widely practiced and effective. It is very manageable! 
 



 
 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that 
God has given the Macedonian churches. (2) Out of the most severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. (3) For I 
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, (4) they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing 
in this service to the saints. (5) And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 
 

 
 a. Verse 2 … Severe trial – Overflowing joy … Poverty – Generosity!  
 

 b. Verse 3 … Gave what they were able and even beyond their ability! 
 

 c. Verse 4 … Pleaded to be given the chance to give away what they had! 
 

 d. Verse 5 … Gave themselves first of all to the Lord to discern His heart in this  
  matter of giving.  
 

4. God isn’t poor! Therefore, stewardship isn’t about amount and, no one is 
 excluded (poor, rich, in debt, unemployed, teenager, or retired).  Money 
 management is about the attitude of our hearts.  (Lk. 21:1-4, 2Cor. 8:12, 9:7-8) 
 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows (gives) sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. (7) Each man 
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (8) And God is able to make all grace 
(God’s favor) abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work. 
 

 
 


