
Common Cents (1) 
 
1. Jesus talked a lot about money. 16 of 38 parables were concerned with how to 
 handle money and manage possessions.  
 

2. In the Gospels, an amazing 1 of 10 verses (288 in all) deal directly with the subject 
 of money. The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 verses on faith, but 
 more than 2,000 verses on money and possessions. 
 

3. Giving is mentioned 2162. It is not something tacked on the Christian life, it is the 
 essence of Christian living. God so loved the world He gave. 
 

 * When God tells you or me to be a “giver”, He is just extending an invitation to  
  us to be like Him.  
 
4. When we hear stories or see stories in the Bible about God’s unique abilities to 
 supply needed resources, we say, “Let’s do it like that!” “It worked for them.  Let’s 
 march up front every Sunday and throw cash on the platform!” “If it worked for 
 them, and we do it the same way, it’ll work for us too!” 
 

 * No, it won’t! It worked for them in the context of what the Holy Spirit was  
  doing. We must keep that in perspective. 
  
Biblical Money Management Principles  
 

1. God owns everything that exists because He made it and sustains it. From the raw 
 materials, to investment wisdom, to the power to make wealth, to our very lives; 
 God owns and sustains it all.  [Gen. 1, Col. 1:16-17, Ps. 24:1, Deut. 8:18, Isa.42:5]   
 

 Psalm 24:1 – The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who 
 live in it; (2) for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters. 
 

 Leviticus 25:23 – "The land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants." 
 

2. You and I were created with the capacity to manage what God owns (?). However, 
 ultimate control always resides in the owner, not the manager. [Gen. 1:26-30, Luke 
 12:16-21] 
 

 Genesis 1:26 – Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, 
 so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
 livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
 ground.” 



 
 
 
 
Luke 12:16 – And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man 
produced a good crop.” (Why?)  
 
17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  
 18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  
 
19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take 
life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  
 
 20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' (i.e. What you say you 
“own”) 
 
 21"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich 
toward God." (says what? - My resources are my resources) 
 
 


