
 

Finishing Strong (3) 
 
 
 

2 Timothy 4:6 – The time of my death is near. (7) I’ve fought the good fight. I’ve  
     finished the race. I’ve kept the faith.  
 

 

   Faith: Divine persuasion stretching from God to man and then from man to God..    
 

1. Faith is always the work that God has initiated. 
 

 Romans 12:3 – Think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
 faith God has distributed in each of you. 
 

 a. The onus of faith rests upon God! His divine persuasion is … His divine   
  persuasion. 
 

 b. The initiation of faith in us is the promise of the perfection God will work  
  out through us.  
 

 c. Philippians 1:6 – For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began  
  a good work in you will perfect it until the day Christ returns.  
 

2. Faith involves our response to that which God has initiated. 
 

 Hebrews 11:8 – By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would  
 later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did   
 not know where he was going. 
 

 a. “later receive” – Faith reaches ahead and clings to a forthcoming promise. 
 

  * Genesis 12 – Just give me the promise! You can’t handle the promise! 
 

 b. “did not know where he was going” – Faith is confidence in what we hope for 
  (Promised land) and assurance when we do not see it and don’t know which  
  way to go to find it. – (Hebrews 11:1) 
 

  * Faith will give us glimpses of the promise being fulfilled all around us.   
   God does this to keep Himself in the equation and us dependent on His  
   plan (Reprise:  “No, really! She’s my sister!” – “You of little faith”). 
 



Genesis 12 – The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 
 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 

4 So Abram went (not knowing where he was going according to Hebrews), as 
the Lord had told him.  
 

7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So 
he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
 

10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there 
for a while because the famine was severe. 11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he 
said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. 12 When the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let 
you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my 
life will be spared because of you.” 
  
14 When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that Sarai was a very beautiful 
woman. 15 And they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 16 He 
treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep …  
 
17 But the Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his house hold because of 
Abram’s wife Sarai. 18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have you done to 
me?” he said. “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She 
is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her 
and go!” 
. . . . . . . 
 

Genesis 20: 1 – Now Abraham moved and stayed in Gerar. Abraham said of his wife 
Sarah, “She is my sister.” Then Abimelek the king sent for Sarah and took her. 
3 But God came to Abimelek in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good 
as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.” 
 
10Abimelek said, “What have you done to us? 11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, 
‘There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my 
wife. ‘This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He 
is my brother.”’ 


