
Finishing Strong – “I have Kept the Faith” 
 
The word “faith” appears in the Bible about a gazillion times.  That’s a lot.  If we 
look at it as it is most often used, we can define faith as: “Divine persuasion 
stretching from God to man and then from man back to God”. 
 
Consider this: 
 

1. Faith is always the work that God has initiated. 
 

 Romans 12:3 – Think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
 faith God has distributed in each of you. 
 
 That means that the onus of faith rests upon God! His divine persuasion is … His 
 divine persuasion. 
 

 That also means the initiation of faith in us (which is from God) is the promise of 
 the perfection God will work out through us. Paul writes to the Philippians: “For I 
 am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
 perfect it until the day Christ returns.”  
 
 Can you point to a time in your life when you recognized God working in you? 
 The Bible says the beginning of a work in your life is God’s promise that He will 
 complete it. 
 
2. Faith involves our response to that which God has initiated. 
 
 Hebrews 11:8 – By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would  
 later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did   
 not know where he was going. 
 
 The phrase “A place he would later receive as his inheritance” is interesting. Abe 
 is promised an inheritance.  The land he was promised already existed.  But it 
 wasn’t going to be his for a long, long time. Abe, however, continued to journey 
 through the land not knowing where he was going. Faith reached ahead and 
 clung to the forthcoming promise. 
 
 Sooo much more Sunday!  


