
 

1 Peter 4:12 – Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery hardship that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
 

 
1. Fiery hardships will come upon you …  
 

 Don’t let fiery hardships surprise you right out of your faith or seem out of 
 place to you… 
 

 God is testing you … 
 
 * Not so you can show Him the substance of your faith … 
  But that He can show ______the substance of your faith. 
 
2. How do we set ourselves up to be “surprised” (to the point of jeopardizing  
 our faith)?  
 
3. As Christians, we are blessed in and called to have a hyper-concentrated  
 focus on the promises of God and His faithfulness to us!  
 
4. But what about the promises of … grey cold winters?  They too are God’s 
 promises.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiery Ordeal 

Suffering 

Trials 

Persecution 

Affliction 

Hardship 

1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, do not be surprised/think it is strange:  
 

 * When fie _ _   ord _  _ l _  come on you. (1 Peter 4:12) 
 

 * When it is God’s  w _ _ l for you to suffer. (1 Peter 4:19)  
 

 * When you  _ a _ l  into all sorts of trials. (James 1:2) 
 

 * When you are pe _ _ e c _ t _ d for living godly. (2 Timothy 3:12) 
 

 * That you are de _ t _ ned for affliction because of your faith. (1 
    Thessalonians 3:3) 
 

 * That you m _ _ _  go through many hardships to be conditioned  
  for the Kingdom of God. (Acts 14:21) 



5. It is these spiritual “surprise attacks” that force many of us to deal with faith 
 issues on a much deeper level. 

 When hardship comes along, it is not so much that it takes us away from God, 
 but it reveals that we might not really be as close to God as we supposed.    
 

 
6. 1 Peter 4:14 – If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
 blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
 
 

   In the hardship, we aren’t shaken loose, we are blessed. 
   And in the insult, we have communion with the Holy Spirit. 
   And the Spirit isn’t fleeing away from the trial, He is resting  
   on us in the midst of it. 
 
  

 

1 Peter 4:12 – Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that 
you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you. … 16 And, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 
but praise God that you bear that name. 


