
 
Two Nickels or a Dime? 

 
 
 

Matthew 20:1 Jesus said, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a farmer who went out at 6:00 
am to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 “And when he had agreed with the laborers about a 
day’s wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
 

3 “And he went out about 9:00 am and saw others standing idle in the market place; 4 and to 
those he said, ‘You too go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ And so they 
went.  
 

5 “Again he went out at noon (also 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm – verses 6-7) and did the same thing.  
 

8 “And when evening (6:00 pm) had come, the farmer who owned the vineyard called the 
laborers to pay them their wages, beginning with the last group to the first.’  
 

9 “And when those hired at 5:00 pm came, each one received a full day’s wage. 10 “And when 
those hired first (at 6:00 am) came, they thought that they would be given more than the 
others . . .  
 

 

1. Time to pay up – Let’s make sure we are fair in this venture! 
 
 

10 But when they were given the same, 11 they began complaining to the farmer who owned 
the vineyard. 12They said, "The ones who were hired last worked for only one hour. But you 
paid them the same that you did us. And we worked in the hot sun all day long!"   
 

13 “But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for one day’s wage? 14 ‘Take what is yours and go your way, but I wish to give 
to this last man the same as to you. 15 ‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my 
own? Or is your eye unable to see because I am good (emphatic!!)?’ 16 “Thus the last shall be 
first, and the first last.” 
 

 
2.  Who is the Farmer? ___________ 
 
3.  Who are the complainers?  Anyone who is mi___________ by the farmer’s generosity toward 
  ot__________.  
 
 *  What changed?  Work?  Agreement?  Wage? – No_________!  But now, for some reason,  
   the farmer is no longer “fair”. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
4. “I am doing you no wrong” (v. 13), but you accuse me of it. You c___________ even distinguish 
 what is fair. 
 
 * Do we really want God to be fair with us when we ourselves can’t discern what is  
  fair and just?  
 
5. What we need isn’t a God who is fair.  What we need is a God who is ________________ (v.15). 
 
 * Psalm 106:1 – Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For the kindness of His love is  
  everlasting. 
 
  ** Because God is good, the kindness of His love never ceases. 
 
 * Psalm 25:7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to  
  your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD.   
 
  ** Please don’t remember me according to what is fair or just.  If You do, I’ll get what I  
   deserve.  Please remember me according to Your love.  Your love flows out of Your  
   goodness. 
 
 * Again, what is Good? – I get what God desires/wills to give to me.  Whatever it is that  
  God wills for me flows out of the kindness of His love. 
 
6. Romans 6:23 For the wages of our sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
 Jesus our Lord. 
 
 * What have we earned? The w__________ of our own sin. 
 
 * What is fair? The wage of our sin is de__________. 
 
 * What is the Gift of our good God? Eter _________ li ________ through Jesus Christ! 
 
 * What is the source of the Gift? A God who gave all! - “Oh give thanks for the Lord is  
  Good!”  
 
7. Wrap up – The searching, seeking Farmer and His invitation to labor in His field. 

 


