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KILL IT!
Living in the country, snakes are just a part of everyday life. That is why we have a cat. When we first moved to
the house, I asked about a dog to help keep snakes away. I was told that I needed a cat. I was told that cats did a
better job and would also keep mice away from the house. We had a cat that showed up one day at the house
and we took her in. She became part of our home although she wasn’t much of a hunter; a lizard here and there
but no mice and no snakes. Finally, one week, while we were gone on vacation, she disappeared. I decided that I
was misinformed about the prowess of cats and chose not to replace her. A couple of months ago, I pulled up to
the church office and discovered a small, malnourished cat. She was sweet and friendly so I took her home. She
quickly became part of the family.
Sure enough, with an early, warm Spring, we had a small black snake come up near the house. As he was making
his way across the driveway just out from the carport, he was spotted by my kids. They go crazy, jumping up and
down, pointing at it and trying to decide whether to throw something at, poke it with a stick, or just leave it
alone. As they were standing there debating suddenly the cat sprang from the carport and attacked the
snake. Grabbing it by the neck, the cat bit the snake in half! The kids went nuts! As soon as I come home, they
could not wait to tell me about what happened. “What do you think about that, Daddy?” they exclaimed. “I think
she gets to stay,” I replied.
That cat demonstrated something I think we would do well to put to work in our own lives. When the cat spotted
a predator, it immediately attacked it and killed it so that it would not continue to be a threat. The Apostle Paul
said we should do the same thing with sin! In Colossians 3, Paul wrote, “Put to death therefore what is earthly in
you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these
the wrath of God is coming.” Paul uses rather graphic and sudden language here: we are to kill our inclinations to
sin! He is telling us that sins are not simply issues in your life to be managed – they are highly destructive and are
to be destroyed! Paul gives two reasons to kill these vices in your life: God’s wrath is poured out on these sins
because He is abundantly aware of the effect of such sins on your life. Secondly, there is no fulfillment in this
lifestyle. All of these sins are unending appetites that never bring satisfaction or fulfillment in your life. They
only lead to more desire and more hunger—it never ends. They are predators that will destroy your spiritual vitality and your fellowship with God. Sin steals our joy, ruins our fellowship with God, diminishes our fruitfulness,
robs us of peace, renders our service useless, destroys the effectiveness of our evangelism, hinders our prayers,
and brings the discipline of God. As one author has said, “You look at your life and generally speaking you are
distressed about your calamities and you are distressed about your miseries but you are tolerant about your
sins.”
So, don’t play around with sin in your life—KILL IT before it brings destruction to your life!! Oh, if you are looking
for a pretty good snake killer, the cat is pregnant. You can pick up a kitten or two in a few weeks!

If you have any household goods and /or furniture (NO CLOTHES) we will be
receiving donations at the church Thursday and Friday ONLY in the Old Sanctuary.
Please call the church office to schedule your delivery time. And don’t forget to
come and shop on Saturday. All proceeds will benefit Children’s Ministry.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to serve.
Contact Gladys Aase (704) 441-0962 for more information.

Joy Group Fellowship
“Making Connections
Friday, March 10th
5pm in the Fellowship Hall

Amazing Grace is one of the most popular hymns that has ever been sung. It's lyrics
have touched and changed lives for many years. Chris Tomlin several years ago, took
the hymn, and added a simple chorus to it, that has enabled the song to touch the
lives of a new generation in new ways.
"My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood, His mercy rains
Unending love, amazing grace"
I am so glad, and so encouraged, that God has taken away those things that hold me
back, bind me down, and through God's amazing grace, I have been set free. I'm telling you, our God is a chain breaker! Be encouraged today!

Ryan Gant
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