
SERVICE FOR HANGING OF THE GREENS 
(DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS) 

 
All decorations will be set on tables in the back of the sanctuary, and brought forward to be put into place 
at the appropriate time in the service.  As families enter (or prearranged), ask them to serve in the following 
ways: 
Nativity:  Bring down the nativity pieces and set them up. 
Advent Wreath:  Set up the wreath with candles – light the Hope candle when called upon. 
 With Wreath, others bring down and place remaining candles.  Light them in order, during  

narration on meaning of candles. 
Poinsettias:  Bring down and arrange around pulpit. 
Small Wreaths, garland and bows:  Bring down and arrange on wall. 
Chrismons:  There are 23.  Have them distributed 1 or 2 sets per family, and when the Chrismon is  
 Described, come down and place them on the tree wherever they choose. 
 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship:  Praise Team 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
 Good morning, and Season’s Greetings to all of you.  Today we make ready our 

welcome for God’s only Son, Jesus of Nazareth.  This is the special and holy season of 

Advent, the season preceding the celebration of the birth of Christ.  At this time we renew 

the special meaning of this season – the birth of new hope, and a message of eternal life.  

Let us clear our minds and open our hearts to the coming of the Lord.  We honor His 

birth by adorning the church for the coming of our King.  Let our songs and symbols 

represent our personal rededication of the glory of God and the manifestation of His love 

through His son, Jesus Christ.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life.” (John 3:16).  The center piece of our celebration is the nativity set.  In this miniature 

diorama, the manger scene for the birth of the Savior is presented.   

(Children’s Message – focus on the pieces in the nativity set as the families bring the 

pieces forward and set it up). 



  The Advent wreath is exactly what the word implies…a circle of evergreens 

bound together (family brings wreath forward and sets during dialogue, others bring 

forward candles placed around the sanctuary).  Placement in a circle came to represent 

God’s eternity and perfection.  Evergreens and candles are used to remind us of God’s 

gift of life through Jesus Christ to a world of darkness.  The emphasis of the wreath is 

anticipation of the Messiah’s coming.  Candles in religious celebration can be traced to  

Jewish worship, and the candle kept burning constantly before the Lord’s alter.  For 

Christians, the light of the candle is the perfect metaphor for Christ, the light of the 

world, and His presence among us.  Like the love of Christ, even the flame of the tiniest 

candle can dispel the darkness, but as one candle is joined by another, then another, the 

light grows and spill over through the windows and doorways to put to flight the darkness 

of the world beyond.  In just this way, the love of Christ grows as we let His light shine 

through us into a sin-darkened world.  On the advent wreath, three of the candles are 

purple, representing hope, love, and peace.  The pink candle represents joy, and the fifth 

and center candle represents the Christ child.  The lighting of the candles is symbolic of 

what each of us must do during the Christmas season as we make ready for the Christ 

Child in our hearts.   

(Family narrates) Today we light the candle of Hope (family lights candle).  This 

candle brings to mind the prophets of old who gave hope to God’s chosen as they spoke 

of the coming Messiah.  The prophet Isaiah spoke of His coming in Isaiah 7:14, 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel”.   In Chapter 9:6, he wrote “For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders, and he 



will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

The prophet Micah also wrote of His coming.  In Micah 5:2 it is written “But you, 

Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are form of old, from 

ancient times.”  Please join us as we sing together  

Hymn   “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” 

 The poinsettia is a vivid plant, full of meaning. (Families begin bringing forward 

poinsettias)  A cluster of small yellow flowers springs forth from among crimson leaves, 

which themselves contrast sharply with the remaining green leaves of the plant.  The star-

shaped formation of the red leaves suggest the guiding star of Bethlehem.  The crown of 

yellow flowers reminds us of Him who was born the infant king.  The blood-red leaves 

foreshadow the cruel cross that lay ahead for the King of Glory, and underneath, the 

carpet of green – the reflection of abundant life. 

Hymn:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 Of all the Christmas symbols, none is more familiar than the evergreen. (Bring 

forward small wreaths, garlands with boughs)  Its use during this season is common 

throughout the world.  Long before the birth of Christ, evergreens were used as a symbol 

of eternal life.  Now as a Christian symbol, the evergreen represents Jesus Christ who is 

eternal life.  The Bible says: “And this is the record, that God hath given us eternal life, 

and that this life is in His Son.  He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son 

of God hath not life.”  (1 John 5:11-12)  By receiving Jesus Christ we have new 

life…eternal life….abundant life.  Please join us as we sing together Hymn number 87… 

Hymn:   “Joy to the World” (sing vs 1, 3, 4) 



Worship in Giving 

Choir Special – 

 The origin of the Christmas tree is deeply rooted in old legends.  One is that an 

evergreen protected Joseph and Mary and the infant Jesus from Herods’ soldiers.  

Another is that the Lord sent heavenly messengers to Earth to find a tree “as high as 

Faith, as eternal as Hope, and widespread as Love” to symbolize the birth of Jesus.  They 

chose the balsam fir which, the story goes, had all these qualities and bore “many crosses 

on each branch”.   Symbolically, the tree reminds us of the Christ.  The top of it pointing 

to heaven, the lights representing the Light of the World, and the presents beneath it 

reminding us that all good gifts come from above.   

 We decorate the tree with Christmons – literally, Christ Monograms.  These have 

been used throughout the ages as signs of the Christian faith.  Christmons are usually 

made in combinations of white and gold – white reflecting our Lord’s purity, and gold 

His majesty and glory.  As each of these symbols is described, would those holding each 

please come down and place yours on the tree? 

The Circle and Triangle.  Without beginning and ending, the circle is an ancient symbol 

representing eternity and completeness.  The equilateral triangle symbolizes the Trinity – 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 Creator’s Star.  The six-pointed star symbolizes the six days of creation, and reminds 

us of the lineage of Jesus – whom prophets foretold would come from the house of 

David. 



Alpha and Omega.  The Alpha and the Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet respectively, stand for Christ, who said “I am the Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the end, the first and the last.”  (Rev. 1:8) 

Chi Rho (XP).  The first letters of the Greek word for Christ, they serve as an 

abbreviation for XPICTOC (Christos). 

Fish.  IXOYC is the Greek word for fish, and forms and acrostic for “Jesus Christ, Son of 

God, Savior” in Greek.  It was a code by which early Christians identified themselves to 

one another in the days of persecution. 

IHS.  They are the first three letters for “Jesus” in Greek. 

Manger.  The manger, of course, symbolizes the manger in which Mary placed the baby 

Jesus. 

Descending Dove.  The dove represents peace and purity and is a symbol of the Holy 

Spirit.  Pictures of our Lord’s baptism frequently carry this symbol. (Mark 1:10, Matthew 

3:16, and John 1:32. 

Crown of Thorns and Nails.  They are a passion symbol for the crucifixion of our Lord. 

(Mark 15:17) 

Latin Cross.  One of the most widely used symbols among Christians, the Latin Cross 

represents the kind of cross upon which Jesus was crucified. 

Celtic Cross.  The circle at the top of the cross represents eternal life. 

Anchor Cross.  The top part of the anchor is shaped like a cross, showing Christ our 

anchor, our hope (Hebrews 6:19).  It was used by the early church as a symbol of their 

faith when they had to conceal recognition as Christians to avoid persecution. 



Calvary Cross.  This is the Latin Cross standing on three steps.  The steps represent 

Faith, Hope and Love (1 Cor 13:13). 

Jerusalem Cross.  A symbol of the unity of all Christians, the four small crosses that 

surround it stand for the gospel being spread to the four corners of the world. 

Cross Crosslet.  The four crosses combined are a symbol of the spread of Christianity 

around the four corners of the earth. 

Butterfly.  Grounded in the idea that new life breaks forth from the cocoon, the butterfly 

symbolizes the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It also symbolizes the resurrection and life 

everlasting for the believer. 

Grapes.  With wheat they signify the bread and wine of the Last Supper of our Lord.  

Hanging on the vine, they also represent Christ and His disciples.  (John 15) 

Lyre.  Reminiscent of David and his musical abilities, it stands for joy in praising the 

Lord. 

Shell.  The shell with drops of water represents baptism. 

Ark and Rainbow.  Noah’s Ark, in which all living creatures found refuge, is a symbol 

of the church. 

Scroll.  The scroll symbolizes the first five books of the Bible known as the Law. 

Lamp.  The lamp represents the Bible as the Word of God (Psalm 119:105)  

Cross and Crown.  The crown is the symbol of sovereignty and represents Christ as Lord 

and King.  The cross and crown together point to the reward of the faithful Christian after 

death (1 Peter 5:4). 

Worship in the Word 

Encountering God   Hymn   Emmanuel 



Closing Comments 

Closing Song - Praise Team 


