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Mt. Pleasant UMC Church Council Meeting Minutes, August 10, 2022, 7 p.m.                 

 

Meeting was led by Jack Fleming, Chair.  Devotional and prayer were given by Stephanie Hunt. 

There were no new members present.   

It was noted that minutes are usually approved by email, but the minutes of a brief called meeting of 

July 17 were read and approved this evening with motion by Joe Brady seconded by Mike Raynor and 

unanimous approval.  

Pastoral Reports were received: 

1. Rev. Alan Van Meter spoke about Bishop Ken Carter studying Luke 10 in relation to two questions, 

“Who is my neighbor?” and “What is the one thing necessary?” plus Rev. Van Meter’s own question 

“What does it mean to love God with all my heart, soul, strength, and mind?”.  He talked about an 

outreach project of his own interest which will require volunteers to greet, serve, and clean up after a 

supper to welcome teachers back to Eastern Guilford High School.  He has a list of folks who have 

volunteered but would like others.  The date is Tuesday August 16, 2022. 

2. Rev. Laura Primm elaborated on activities with 19 youth and 7 college students the last several weeks.  

Her notes are attached.  There has been much enthusiasm, enjoyment, and learning in Sunday School, 

Life Skills classes, day trips and weekend trips.  There are several exciting things coming in the fall:  an 

evening Bible study, helping with Car Show, Festival/Concert at Pfeiffer University, a Care & Compassion 

Project, and a ski retreat to Blowing Rock and other things. 

3. Rev. Karen Angel was not present but supplied her notes of the children’s ministry, attached. 

Ministry Committee Reports were received: 

1. Nurture, Theresa Weaver 

Group met July 25.  Continue birthday cards, phone calls or visits to homebound members.  There will 

be another lunch for widows in November and goody bags at Christmas.  Nurture was asked and agrees 

to team with Witness Committee doing a “call a thon” to a list of families who came to Trunk or Treat or 

VBS, inviting them to an ice cream social in the fall with the goal of interesting them in coming to our 

church.  Lynn Crabtree wants to find a student/family in need to assist at Christmas and further in the 

year. 

2.Witness, Joe Brady 

Group met in June.  The Call a Thon mentioned above involves 152 people to be contacted in phone calls 

by Witness and Nurture Committees from the church Wednesday August 17 and again Wednesday 

September 14, 6-8 p.m. each date. There is a written prompt to use especially if it is necessary to leave a 

message.  At the ice cream social, Reverends Van Meter, Primm, and Angel will each speak to the guests 

for five minutes about the ministries of Mt. Pleasant.  Date for the social is September 18, 2022. 
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3. Outreach, Mike Raynor 

This Committee met in June and continues to manage the Mission Boxes each month.  Giving to the 

Women’s Shelter which closed sometime before and during the pandemic has been replaced with 

donations to Heifer, International.  Samaritan’s Purse Christmas boxes will be encouraged again. 

4. Children’s Ministry, Karen Angel 

Notes attached. 

5. Youth Ministry, Laura Primm.  Report given by Youth Council Chair, Grace Smith, who reviewed 

multiple activities the past many weeks.  There will be an August 14 meeting to finalize plans for the fall.  

Her notes are attached. 

Administrative Committee Reports were received: 

1. Nominations, Rev. Van Meter 

Appreciation was noted for Janice Vickers filling in during former pastor Brown’s leave.  She did 

monumental work, but there are still openings on several committees.  This group will meet early in 

September to prepare for charge conference under the guidance of Rev. Van Meter. 

2. Staff Parrish, Lindley Ivey 

Expressions of gratitude and anticipation were extended to our new minister, Rev. Alan Van Meter. 

3. Trustees, Larry Overby 

Several items are in the works.  The land swap nears completion although a rezoning is being made to 

allow the process.  Parsonage repairs were done early summer thanks to hard work by several 

members.  Two main parts of parsonage work remain:  plumbing which is scheduled, and inspection 

which is not yet.  Air conditioning units for the CEC and offices are the same age as that part of the 

building, 22 years, and are deteriorating.  It will be very expensive to replace the two units outside the 

CEC.  Possible ways to raise the money are being looked into.  Boilers for heat were replaced in the 

recent past.  The front porch of the sanctuary needs repair and incorporation with the ramp.  The 

steeple has a slow steady leak and apparently has from time of installation.  In cooler weather it will 

need to be fixed.  Mt. Pleasant has used Church Mutual Company for many years as its insurer.  

Changing to a policy underwritten by Brotherhood Company offers more coverage for a better cost and 

even specifies protection for legal issues should beliefs be challenged. 

4. Finance, Tari Brady and Robin Cobb 

“Balance Sheet” as of July 31, 2022 and “Ledger to Budget” for January 1 through July 31, 2022 were 

presented and are attached.  For these seven months total income was $247,461.41.  Expenses were 

$260, 411.75.  Shortfall at this point in the year is $ 12, 950.34, much less than this time last year. 
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Old Business  

Discussion about Land Swap and Parsonage repairs /home inspection was briefly continued. 

New Business 

1. Further talk about replacing the AC units included the fact that Tony Payne has kept them repaired for 

years.  He rarely charged for his labor.  We will not have that situation forever.  In addition to aspects 

described by Larry Overby, another route for raising money for costs is undesignated memorials.  The 

Car Show has expressed willingness to contribute also.  

2. Robin Cobb proposed that we consider changing most delivery of the newsletter to email. Paper 

copies could still be made and sent to anyone who does not have email.  Costs savings in paper, ink, and 

postage (even with bulk rate and cost of bulk rate permit) could be substantial.  Any limits to sending 

email imposed by the internet provider would have to be ascertained.  Chair Jack Fleming, Marcus 

Kindley, and others felt that such change would require several months of transition. 

3. Theresa Weaver asked for a way of updating the prayer list.  Many names are left on there for 

months, long after crisis or health issue is over.  Gene Dean likes the idea that a name placed on the list 

is for a set time, 4-6 weeks, then removed unless family/individual requests again.  Requests should 

always include a contact person and phone number. 

4. Quite a long discussion ensued on problems with sound system in the sanctuary.  Dedicated 

volunteers have built, tweaked, and run the system over the years.  Speakers hung above the pews, a 

different sound board, microphones, dead zones (perhaps questionable lore), difficulties of the choir 

hearing the accompaniment or vice versa, and huge expense of getting professional 

evaluation/installations was addressed.  Ongoing training of volunteers to run and troubleshoot any 

system is a big need.  Early but improved problems with Zoom was also mentioned. 

5. Homecoming will occur this year. The date is September 11, 2022.  Rev. Van Meter said that it is his 

place as incoming minister to conduct the worship service.  Pot luck food is brought by attendees.  The 

Table small group which meets at 8:45 in the CEC sets up then cleans up with help from Forever Young 

class.   

6. Jack Fleming offered a resolution in appreciation to the retired ministers Vance Lowe and Gene Dean, 

staff ministers Angel and Primm, guest speakers, lay speakers, and multiple lay members who rose to 

the challenge during the months of former pastor Brown’s leave atop vestiges of the viral pandemic. 

These people kept the church not just alive but thriving.  A motion to approve was made by Mike 

Raynor.  Seconding motion was Joe Brady.  Unanimous approval of “ayes” was given by council 

members. 

7. Date for next meeting was chosen to coincide with charge conference.  It will be November 9, 2022. 
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8. Karen Goergen raised a concern about issues threatening to divide the United Methodists.  These 

issues have to do with ideology about LGBT lifestyles, ordaining people of such persuasion, and 

performing same sex marriages.  There is much misinformation about, and most membership might not 

be prepared for the coming developments.  Global Methodists are involved, not just Methodists of the 

United States or our state.  Gene Dean, Vance Lowe, and Alan Van Meter had comments.  Further 

education of membership as well as clarification from the general conference is awaited.   

Meeting was adjourned after closing prayer.   

Respectfully submitted, Karen James. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

           

Attendance, Mt. Pleasant UMC Church Council Meeting, August 10, 2022 

Members:                                                            Guests: 

Jack Fleming                                                         Robin Cobb 

Britt Brady                                                            Gene Dean 

Joe Brady                                                              Lois Evans 

Tari Brady                                                             Robin Haithcock 

Dianne Chilton                                                     Jerry Hamilton 

Karen Goergen                                                     Barry Keeton 

Chi Chi Hodges                                                     Melanie Kennedy 

Stephanie Hunt                                                    Marcus Kindley 

Lindley Ivey                                                           Faye Whitesell 

Karen James                    

Vance Lowe 

Larry Overby 

Laura Primm 

Mike Raynor 

Grace Smith 

Alan Van Meter 

Teresa Weaver 

 

 

 

 


