
4th Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020 

Right Hand Man                                            (Ascension) 

"This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls." Hebrews 6:19 

Pray: Lord God, you who are the source of all truth, wisdom, justice, and love lead me through 
this time of worship and throughout this day of service to you. Through the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, enlighten, 
instruct, and guide me all the day long. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Praise: (Sing/Read)              Lord, I lift you name of high; Lord, I love to sing your praises.  

I'm so glad you're in my life; I'm so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth to the cross my debt to pay;  

from the cross to the grave; from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 
Read:  Psalm 110; Acts 1:6-11  
1 The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your enemies, making them a 
footstool under your feet.” // 2 The Lord will extend your powerful kingdom from Jerusalem; you will rule over your 
enemies. 3 When you go to war, your people will serve you willingly. You are arrayed in holy garments, and your 
strength will be renewed each day like the morning dew. // 4 The Lord has taken an oath and will not break his vow: 
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” // 5 The Lord stands at your right hand to protect you. He will 
strike down many kings when his anger erupts. 6 He will punish the nations and fill their lands with corpses; he will 
shatter heads over the whole earth. 7 But he himself will be refreshed from brooks along the way. He will be victori-
ous. (Psalm 110) 
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and 
restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are 
not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witness-
es, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As 
they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but some-
day he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” (Acts 1:6-11) 
 
Reflect: Apostles’ Creed - “Jesus Christ...ascended into Heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father...”  
The Ascension of Jesus Christ is a basic belief of the church. Prophesied in Psalm 110:1. Acts 1:8-10 shows us our  
position, purpose, and promise “in Christ” because of the Ascension:  
POSITION (“will receive power”1:8) In Christ, believers are seated at the Father’s right hand.   
Ephesians 2:4-7 “seated with”; Colossians 3:1-4 “your real life”; Revelation 3:21 “sit with Christ”;  
PURPOSE (“be my witnesses”1:8) In Christ, we are witnesses to: The Story of Salvation - Christmas, Good Friday, 
Easter, Ascenion, Pentecost AND Your story of Salvation ~ what you have seen and heard in Christ;  
PROMISE (“into a cloud...rising to heaven”1:9-10) Jesus is eternally and constantly available to believers. A cloud 
accompanied the glory of God (Exodus 40; 1 Kings 8); Hebrews 6:19 says Jesus is our anchor of hope in the presence 
of God; Hebrews 9:24 says Jesus appears in heaven on our behalf (atonement evidence); Philippians 2:5-11 says the 
eternal Son’s self-limitation ends. Jesus in heaven is available to all on Earth. Through the Holy Spirit believers are 
“in Christ” in the heavens.  
Consider this: over 500 people saw the resurrected Jesus in the 40 days before Ascension (Acts 1:3; 1 Cor 15:6), 
then only 120 were together in Jerusalem (Acts 1:15) for the choosing of Matthias; then 10 days later (Pentecost) 
3,000 were added to the church (Acts 2:41). The power of the risen Christ available then is available now.  

Pray: Everliving God, your eternal Christ once dwelt on earth, confined by time and space. Give us faith to discern 
in every time and place the presence among us of him who is head over all things and fills all, even Jesus Christ our 
ascended Lord. Amen. 


