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Church Mission & Vision 

Mission 

Seaford Baptist Church exists to point to Christ together by 

making disciples through God-Focused, Gospel-Centered 

and Word-Driven ministry. 

What is the Gospel? 

The Gospel is the story of how God, by the power of the 

Spirit, is redeeming and reconciling fallen people and 

fallen creation from Satan and sin to the Father, through 

the work of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, his 

resurrection from the grave and his future return. 

What is a Disciple? 

A disciple is a person who has been reconciled into a 

saving relationship with God, by repenting of sin and 

placing faith and trust in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 

Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus gives two key qualifications for 

the making of disciples. 

First, he orders baptism, a symbolic initiation into the 

Christian life in which a believer is immersed in water to 

give a picture of the new life they have gained from 

Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Second, he orders that disciples be taught all that He 

commanded. 
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Vision 

Together We Point to Christ by being: 

God-Focused 

We want to see the Lord for who He is and to respond by 

making much of Him in all that we do. 

We believe that He alone is deserving of our worship and 

all credit.   (Romans 11:36) 

We believe that we must worship Him with all of our 

being. (John 4:24; Matthew 22:37) 

We believe that worship is about more than a song. 

(Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Gospel-Centered 

We want to operate with the Gospel as the foundation for 

all that we do. 

We want to make much of God by worshipping Him 

through the lens of the Gospel message. (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

We want to love one another, serve one another and build 

one another up in the local church through the lens of the 

Gospel message. (Acts 2:42-47) 

We want to be a part of God’s global disciple-making plan 

by spreading and sharing the Gospel message. (Matthew 

28:18-20; Luke 24:46-48) 

Word-Driven 

We want the Bible to dictate what we believe, what we 

treasure and what we do. 

We desire to line up our plans with God’s plans in His 

Word, knowing that His plans are already blessed. 

(Ephesians 2:10) 
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We desire to teach God’s Word in disciple-making 

manner, pointing to Christ and His Gospel with the 

Scriptures.  (Matthew 5:19; Matthew 28:18-20) 

We desire to reach out to the lost, the poor, the low and 

the despised people who are around us because of the 

Word’s explicit instructions to do so.   (James 1:27; Micah 

6:8) 
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Seaford Baptist Basics 

Our Governance 

From the Bylaws of Seaford Baptist Church(1.2.1): 

This Church confesses the Lord Jesus Christ as its head, 

both as to the body corporate, and as to individual 

members.  In relationship to His sovereignty, and to 

ensure the integrity and purity of this congregation, this 

Church shall be: 

 Pastor-led 

 Deacon-served 

 Ministry-team organized 

 Council-sanctioned 

 Membership-approved 

Committees 

Church Council: a group made up of the chairs of 

various committees, which helps the Church: 

 Understand its mission and define its priorities 

 Coordinate studies of church and community needs  

 Recommend to the Church coordinated plans for 

evangelism, missions, discipleship, worship, 

stewardship, and ministry. 

 Coordinate the Church’s routine schedule of 

activities, special events, and use of facilities. 
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 Evaluate progress and the priority use of church 

resources. 

 Assist the Trustees as necessary with the legal affairs 

of the Church (Article 5). 

Personnel Committee: This Committee shall 

have authority over the employment of all paid employees, 

full-time or part-time, authorized and funded by the 

Church.  This Committee also supervises the Senior Pastor 

and Associate Pastors.  However, the authority to hire or 

terminate a Pastor rests with the entire church body 

(10.2.1.1). 

Stewardship Committee: This Committee 

shall have the responsibility to develop the annual church 

budget presented to the Church for approval.  The budget 

shall be developed in coordination with all ministry area 

leaders, bottom-up by line item, within each ministry area 

(10.2.2.1). 

Premises Committee: This Committee shall 

have oversight of the building and campus maintenance, 

janitorial duties and responsibilities, lawn maintenance 

and landscape, including any church-approved capital 

improvement projects (10.2.3.1). 

Nominating Committee: This Committee shall 

be responsible for nominating church members to fill any 

committee or church officer vacancies that are to be filled 

by volunteers (10.2.4.1). 
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Giving 

When you give to Seaford Baptist Church, you end up 

giving to more than just Seaford Baptist Church. As a 

Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia Church, we are 

committed to giving a portion of our weekly offering to the 

Southern Baptist Cooperative Program. When we give this 

money to the Cooperative Program it is distributed in the 

following manner: 

 51% to the Southern Baptist Convention 

o International Mission Board  

o North American Mission Board  

o Theological Education  

o Other SBC Ministries 

o Cooperative Program Resourcing 

 49% to the Southern Baptist Conservatives of 

Virginia 

o Statewide Church Planting 

o Statewide Church Strengthening 

o Mobilization and Communications 

o Ministry Support 

o Leadership Training and Convention 

Missions 

The mission work of Seaford Baptist Church is overseen by 

the Mission Leadership Team. Ministry teams like the 

Mission Leadership Team function according to Article 10, 

Section 3 in the Bylaws of Seaford Baptist.  



 

NEW MEMBER COURSE ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 8 

Currently, the SBC Mission Leadership Team is leading the 

church to have a local, state, continental and international 

focus in order to reflect Jesus’ command in Acts 1:8. 

Local: Homeless Outreach Ministry, Food Pantry, LM2: 

Life Matters Ministry 

State: South Hampton Roads Mission Project 

Continental: Working with NAMB to start new 

churches in Washington DC 

International: El Salvador missions, International 

Missionary Support through SBC Missions (England, 

Belarus, Malaysia, Stone Soup Media) 
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Nine Marks of a Healthy 

Church 

Much of the material in this section of our New Members 

Course is adapted from Nine Marks of a Healthy Church by 

Mark Dever. Seaford Baptist Church is not the perfect 

church. However, there is a biblical ideal put forth by 

Scripture that we are striving to reflect. These nine 

trademarks of a healthy church will help us understand the 

biblical portrait of the bride of Christ.  

Mark #1: Expositional Preaching 

The main role of the pastor is expositional preaching. A 

topical sermon takes a subject and talks about it, rather 

than taking a particular text of the Bible as its subject. 

Expositional preaching, on the other hand, is not just 

verbal commentary on a passage, but preaching which 

takes for the point of a sermon the point of a particular 

passage of Scripture. Expositional preaching is preaching 

in service to the Word of God.  

Mark #2: Biblical Theology 

Biblical theology is the study of God in which one attempts 

to figure out what God is like by examining the narrative 

of Scripture. In doing this, one will see that the God of the 

Bible is a creating God, a holy God, a faithful God, a 

loving God and a sovereign God.  

Mark #3: The Gospel 

The Gospel is the story of how God, by the power of the 

Spirit, is redeeming and reconciling fallen people and 
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fallen creation from Satan and sin to the Father, through 

the work of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, his 

resurrection from the grave and his future return. It is the 

basis for all that we do as a church and the fuel for the 

ministry of the church.  

Mark Dever says, “To really hear the Gospel is to be 

shaken to your core. To really hear the Gospel is to 

change.” 

Mark #4: A Biblical Understanding of 

Conversion 

In the church, we believe that change is needed and that 

change is possible. And not just any change. We believe 

that all people need a change in which they turn from 

their sin and turn to the one true God. This is a change 

that involves more than just mental acceptance or moral 

resolve. It is a change in which people begin to rely upon 

Christ alone and in His righteousness for hope and 

salvation.  

Mark #5: A Biblical Understanding of 

Evangelism 

We don’t believe that evangelism is imposing on people, 

simply sharing a personal testimony, social action, political 

involvement or merely apologetics. Instead, it is telling 

people with honesty that if they repent and believe, they 

will be saved, but following Christ is costly. It is telling 

people with urgency that if they repent and believe, they 

will be saved, but they must make a decision for Christ. It 

is telling people with joy that if they repent and believe, 

they will be saved and it will be worth it.  
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Evangelism is also best done when using the Bible, praying 

as you go and realizing that the lives of Christians and the 

witness of the local church play a large role in the process 

of faith-sharing.  

Mark #6: A Biblical Understanding of 

Church Membership 

The church is a body of people who profess and give 

evidence that they have been saved by God’s grace alone, 

for His glory alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

We join churches as a part of our assurance of salvation, 

to evangelize the world, to have a better understanding of 

the truth, to help build God’s kingdom and to glorify God.  

Church membership happens at Seaford Baptist when 

someone is baptized by immersion, commits to the church 

covenant and is approved by the membership of Seaford 

Baptist Church. For more information on the 

responsibilities of church membership, please refer to the 

Church Covenant. 

Mark #7: A Biblical Understanding of 

Church Discipline 

Church discipline is when the church takes corrective 

action with a member of the church with the hope that the 

member will repent of sin and be reconciled to God. 

Church discipline should always have redemption as a 

goal and not punishment.  

Church discipline occurs for the food of the person who is 

being disciplined, for the good of other Christians who will 

recognize the danger of sin, good for the church as a 
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whole, good for the corporate witness of the church and 

good for the glory of God.  

Mark Dever says, “Biblical church discipline is simple 

obedience to God and a simple confession that we need 

help. We cannot live the Christian life alone.” 

Mark #8: A Concern for Discipleship 

and Growth 

In Psalm 92:12-13, the Bible says, “The righteous will 

flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of 

Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, they will 

flourish in the courts of our God.” The spiritual flourishing 

referred to in Psalm 92 takes place in the church for the 

New Testament believer.  

When all of the previously mentioned marks are present in 

the church, growth is more likely to take place for the 

church member. Healthy churches produce healthy and 

growing church members.  

Mark #9: Biblical Church Leadership 

There are two offices that God has placed in the church for 

leadership—pastor/elder and deacon. The pastor/elder 

leads with governing authority in the church, while the 

deacon leads in the area of service. That being said, we do 

see in the New Testament, a pattern in which the 

congregation also has a collective authority (Matthew 

18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5). For this reason, our 

church also votes on many issues as they are dictated by 

our Constitution and Bylaws. 
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Ten Marks of a Healthy 

Church Member 

Much of the material in this section of our New Member 

course is adapted from What Is a Healthy Church Member 

by Thabiti Anyabwile. A local church will only be healthy 

when the members of that church are willing to inspect 

their lives, correct their mindset and apply themselves to 

the work of ministry. This material is designed to help new 

members of Seaford Baptist Church take those steps in 

their lives.  

Mark #1: A Healthy Church Member 

is an Expositional Listener 

As we are taught in the church, we should listen for the 

meaning of a passage of Scripture and accept that 

meaning as the main idea to be grasped for our personal 

lives and for our lives as church members. Expositional 

listening will cultivate a hunger for the Word of God in our 

lives, help us to focus on God’s will and follow Him, 

protect the Gospel and our lives from corruption and will 

encourage our teachers and pastors.  

You can help to cultivate the habit of expositional listening 

by: 

 Meditating on the sermon passage during quiet 

time 

 Investing in a good set of commentaries or a good 

study Bible 
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 Talking and praying with friends about the sermon 

after church 

 Listening to and acting on the sermon throughout 

the week 

 Developing the habit of making note of questions 

you have and seeking answers 

Mark #2: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Biblical Theologian 

To practice biblical theology is to know God Himself 

through a study of His Word and an understanding the 

“macro-story” of Scripture. When we practice biblical 

theology, we will grow in our reverence for God, overcome 

wrong ideas we have about God, grow fit to deal with 

doctrinal controversies and our understanding of the 

Gospel will be deepened.  

Mark #3: A Healthy Church Member 

is Gospel Saturated 

One of Martin Luther’s parishioners looked at him and 

said, “Brother Luther, when will we move on from the 

Gospel to something else?” Luther looked back at her and 

said, “Dear sister, we will move on when you all stop 

walking in here and looking like a people who need it.” 

Luther never stopped preaching the Gospel. 

Healthy church members never move on from the Gospel. 

They have a desire to know the Gospel, to hear the Gospel 

and preach it to their selves, to take the Gospel to its 

conclusion by making it about God Himself and to order 
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their lives around the Gospel. Furthermore, they will want 

to see the Gospel advance by sharing it with others.  

Mark #4: A Healthy Church Member 

is Genuinely Converted 

In 2 Corinthians 13:5, Paul says, “Examine yourselves to 

see whether you are in the faith.” All church members 

should be regularly taking a spiritual account of their lives. 

We do this by asking searching questions like: 

 Do we walk in the light or in the darkness (1 John 

1:6-7)? 

 Do we love God the Father (1 John 2:15)? 

 Do we love other Christians (1 John 3:14-15)? 

 Do we have the testimony of the Spirit that we are 

children of God (1 John 3:24)? 

 Are we persevering in the faith (1 John 5:4-5)? 

Mark #5: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Biblical Evangelist 

Healthy church members should be sharing their faith. We 

all talk about the things we love, so if we love Jesus, it 

should follow that we talk about Him. The question is—are 

we doing this in a biblical manner? If we are going to 

faithfully share the Good News of Christ, here are some 

elements that should be found in our proclamation: 

 We should be content specific about who God is, 

who people are, what sin is, who Jesus, what Jesus 
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has done about sin and what we must do in 

response to what Jesus has done. 

 We should be clear that Jesus is the only way to 

salvation, barring any notion that there are multiple 

paths to God 

 We should call the hearer to repentance and faith 

Mark #6: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Committed Church Member 

Being a healthy church member basically comes down to 

love—a love of Christ and a love toward other committed 

followers of Christ. Thabiti Anyabwile says this love will 

manifest itself in a person’s life in the local church in the 

following eight ways: 

 They will attend service regularly 

 They will seek peace with other believers 

 They will build others up, not tear them down 

 They will warn and admonish others when 

necessary 

 They will work quickly to repair relationships with 

others in the church body 

 They will patiently bear with others in love 

 They will prepare for the ordinances (Baptism and 

Lord’s Supper) 

 They will support the work of ministry with time, 

money, prayer and service 
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Mark #7: A Healthy Church Member 

Seeks Discipline 

We inevitably end up walking off of the path that the Lord 

has for us at one point or another. A healthy church 

member will recognize that they are not alone in the 

Christian life and will seek redemptive correction from the 

church to get back on track. If the sin is serious enough, 

this sort of correction might involve a process of correction 

and restoration that the pastors of the church are involved 

in. However, more often than not, it means confessing sin 

to a fellow brother or sister in Christ and asking them to 

help you be obedient in the particular area of struggle.  

Mark #8: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Growing Disciple 

“A healthy church member is a growing church member,” 

says Thabiti Anyabwile. And how does that growth take 

place? Well, it isn’t somewhere else! Much of the growth 

in the Christian life takes place right inside of the church. 

When we gather together with other believers and 

participate in the local church our spiritual maturity 

becomes a sort of group project that others are involved 

in. The end result is growth and discipleship.  

Mark #9: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Humble Follower 

You can tell a lot about the health of a church member by 

examining their attitude toward leadership. A healthy 

church member will desire to honor the elders/pastors 

placed over them, show open-hearted love to the leaders 

of the church and will prove to have a teachable spirit. 
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More than that, you can tell a lot about the health of a 

church member through their actions toward leadership. 

These should include: 

 Patiently participates in the selection of leaders 

 Obeying and submitting to leadership 

 Follow the example of the leaders 

 Praying for the leaders 

Mark #10: A Healthy Church Member 

is a Prayer Warrior 

Prayer is not pleading a cause before an unwilling God. 

Prayer is standing before God with a full hearing from Him 

with Christ as our Advocate and High Priest. In light of 

that, we should pray constantly and in the Spirit, who 

helps us with our weaknesses. And when we pray, we 

should pray for laborers to be sent into the harvest, for our 

pastors, for all the saints, for those in authority and for 

those who abuse and persecute us—our enemies.  
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Church Covenant 

Having been brought by God’s grace to repent and believe 

in Jesus, having given ourselves to Him, and having been 

baptized following our profession of faith; we, relying on 

God’s grace, joyfully enter into this covenant with each 

other to seek to walk worthy of the calling we have 

received by . . . 

Growing in Christ-Like Character 

(Ephesians 4:1, 13-15) 

 Through attending and participating in worship 

faithfully                              (Revelation 4:11, John 

4:23-24)  

 Through reading and studying God’s word (Joshua 

1:8, Colossians 3:16-18) 

 Through consistent prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 Through participation in a Sunday School class or 

small group      (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

Protecting the Unity of Our Church 

(Ephesians 4:1-5) 

 By working hard at relational harmony (Ephesians 

4:1-6) 

 Through practically meeting the needs of other 

believers (Acts 2:44-45, 1 John 3:16-18) 

 By seeking to use our words for positive good 

(Ephesians 4:29) 
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 Through seeking reconciliation according to 

Matthew 18:15-17, when conflict arises with 

another member. 

Living Out the Implications of the 

Gospel Toward the World 

 Through demonstrating the love of Jesus through 

hands on ministry to the community (Luke 10:25-

37, Matthew 25:31-46, James 1:27, James 2:15-

17, 1 John 3:17-18) 

 Through finding ways to share the good news of 

Jesus                                    (Matthew 28:19-20, 

Acts 1:8) 

 Through faithful financial giving to support the work 

of this church and its ministry to the world (Luke 

16:10-15, Matthew 6:1-4, Matthew 16:19-24, Mark 

12:41-43, Acts 20:35, Luke 8:1-3, Romans 12:8, 2 

Corinthians 9:6-8) 

Participating in the Ministry of Our 

Church 

 By discovering our gifts and talents (Romans 12:3-8, 

Ephesians 4:11,         1 Corinthians 12, 1 Peter 

4:10-11) 
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 By being equipped to serve by and with our pastors 

(Ephesians 4:11-12) 

 By developing a servant’s heart (Mark 10:45) 
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