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FBC Service Lent Series Sunday March 3 2024 Matthew 27:46 

Intro: Sincere thanks to Pastor Tom for launching the Lent sermon series, The Seven Sayings of Jesus 

from the Cross. 

This morning, we continue our journey of reflection, repentance, and renewal. Lent invites us to step 

away from the noise of our daily lives, to pause, and to intentionally seek God’s presence.  

It’s a time when we walk alongside Jesus, tracing His footsteps through the wilderness, the garden, and 

ultimately to the cross. 

In this Lenten sermon series, we explore the ancient texts that guide us through this season. These 

Scripture passages, selected for each Sunday service, serve as signposts along our path. But more than 

that, they offer us a lens—a way to view our lives and our faith through the eyes of Jesus. 

What did it mean to the people of that time? How do these powerful sayings touch our lives today? How 

does it resonate with our own struggles and joys. 

 One things for sure, I know they touched mine. Will we live differently as we come to the Cross?  

Come with me to Friday morning in Jerusalem. Another hot April day. Death is in the air. The Romans 

plan to crucify somebody today. 

A crowd gathers just outside the Damascus Gate in a place called Skull Hill. In Luke’s Gospel, this place 

is called Calvary. On this day more people than usual have gathered.  

This day seems like any other, but it’s not. A man named Jesus is being crucified. His reputation has 

preceded him. No one is neutral. Some believe, many doubt, a few hate. 

The crucifixion begins at nine o’clock sharp. The Romans were punctual about things like that. At first 

the crowd is rowdy, loud, raucous, boisterous. They cheer, they laugh, they shout, they place wagers on 

how long the men being crucified will last. 

There are voices from all three crosses. Something that sounds like “Father, forgive them” something 

else about “If you are the Son of God,” then a promise of paradise. From the Cross Jesus sees his mother 

and speaks to her. 

Then it happened! At noon “darkness suddenly fell upon all the land.”  

It was not an eclipse nor was it a dark cloud cover. It was a thick, inky-black darkness that fell like a 

shroud over the land. It was a chilling darkness without any hint of light to come.  

There was dead quiet. For once even the profane soldiers stopped their swearing. Not a sound broke 

the dark silence over Skull Hill. Something eerie was going on.  

It was as if some evil force had taken over the earth and was somehow breathing out the darkness.  

It lasted for three long hours.  

12:30—still dark. 1:15—still dark. 2:05—still dark. 2:55—still dark.  
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3:00 P.M. Just as suddenly as the darkness had descended, it disappeared. Voices now, and shouting.  

All eyes focus on the centre cross. It’s clear the end is near. Jesus is at the point of death.  

Whatever happened in those three hours of darkness has brought him to death’s door. His strength is 

nearly gone, the struggle almost over. 

Suddenly the words rang out! Only four words. “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”  His words echo 

through eternity and reverberate down the centuries of time: "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani! 

There is no answer from Heaven.  

There is no deliverance from affliction, as there was with Joseph, no deliverance from bondage, as there 

was with the Hebrews in Egypt, no strong east wind to part the sea and save the day, no deliverance 

from the hand of the king, no salvation from the ocean waves, no miracle to take Christ from the lion's 

den or the fiery furnace of affliction.  

David could say, "I have not seen the righteous forsaken," but Christ could not say that! He could only 

cry out, 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"      

These words of Jesus are of great importance. They’re important words because they are absolutely 

unique. It’s true that many good people have been put to death. This has happened thousands of times 

throughout history.  

But the death of Christ was unique - one of a kind. Why? Because Jesus was no ordinary man. He was 

the Son of God.  

He was different from all others because He was impeccable, sinless, faultless, stainless, free from all 

sin. Our Lord was the only human being ever born of whom it can be said that He is "holy, harmless, 

undefiled, separate from sinners" (Hebrews 7:26).  

Even Christ's judge Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, said, "I find in him no fault at all".  

It is this one who knew no sin, who pleased God, who was guiltless before man, and who lived a sinless 

life, who was crucified. His crucifixion was the most remarkable event in human history.  

Therefore, His dying words are of great importance. 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

These words of Jesus from the cross must be the most staggering sentence in the Bible. 

The words are Aramaic, the common language of the day. The words form a question that can be heard 

across Skull Hill. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

This is the 4th and central saying. It reveals the heart of his mission, the heart of his work on the cross 
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No individual will ever have an experience that will enable him to understand the significance of Jesus' 

terrible cry because we are all sinners. 

In his book, The Hard Sayings of Jesus, F.F. Bruce discusses 70 of the hard-to-understand sayings of 

our Lord. The last one he discusses is this statement. Of these words of Jesus, Bruce comments, “This 

is the hardest of all the hard statements.” (p. 248)  

All the commentators agree with him. No statement of Jesus is more mysterious than this one. The 

problem is not with the words. The words we can understand. But what do they mean? 

The story is told that the great Martin Luther was studying this text one day. For hours he sat and stared 

at the text. He said nothing, he wrote nothing, but silently pondered these words of Jesus. Suddenly he 

stood up and exclaimed, “God forsaken by God. How can it be?” 

Indeed, how can it be? How can God be forsaken by God? How can the Father forsake his own Son? 

To read these words my church family is to walk on holy ground. And like Moses before the 

burning bush, we ought to take off our shoes and tread carefully. 

Let me say frankly that it’s far beyond my meager ability to fully explain this saying of 

Jesus.  

There are mysteries here which no man can explain. 

Let’s begin by surveying some of the inadequate explanations that have been given to the question, 

What do these words mean? To say the following ideas are “inadequate” is not to say they are necessarily 

wrong. It’s only to say that they don’t tell the whole story. 

1. It has been suggested that this is a cry stemming from Jesus’ physical suffering. Without 

a doubt, those sufferings were enormous. By the time he uttered these words, he had hung on the cross 

for six hours—exposed to the hot Palestinian sun and exposed to the taunts of the crowd.  

He was nearly dead when he cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Perhaps (it has 

been suggested) he said that in view of all that had happened to him. 

There are two problems with that view.  

For one thing, the consistent emphasis of the New Testament is that Jesus died for our 

sins. Although the gospels speak of Jesus’ physical suffering, they do not emphasize it.  

The central issue of the cross was not the physical suffering of our Lord (as terrible as it must have 

been); the central issue of the cross was our Lord bearing the sins of the world.  

This suggestion tends to weaken the truth that Jesus died for our sins and at the same time it tends to 

overemphasize his physical sufferings. 

2. It has been suggested that this is a cry of faith. A surprising number of commentators take 

this view. They note that “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” is actually a quotation from 

Psalm 22:1.  
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In that particular Psalm, David speaks of his own sufferings at the hands of his enemies in a way that 

ultimately pictures the death of our Lord.  

Although Psalm 22 begins with a description of intense suffering, it ends on a note of confident trust in 

God. For that reason, some believe that Christ quoted verse 1 (a cry of desolation) as a way of expressing 

his trust in God even while he was on the cross. 

Unfortunately, that view seems to turn the words of Jesus upside down. It virtually makes 

the words mean something like this: “Although it appears that God has forsaken me, in truth he has 

not, and in the end I will be vindicated.”  

As true as that might be (he was ultimately vindicated in the resurrection), that does not seem to be the 

meaning here. The words of Jesus ought to be taken at their face value—as a cry of utter desolation. 

3. It has been suggested that this is a cry of disillusionment. Skeptics read this as proof that 

Jesus ultimately failed in his mission. To them these words mean something like “God, you have 

forsaken me, and all is lost. I came to be the Messiah, but my mission is a failure.”  

To those who hold such a cynical view, I say, away with you. Read the whole story! Keep reading and 

you will discover what happens to your “failed” Messiah. Whatever else these words might mean, 

they are not the words of a defeated man. 

What, then, do these words mean? I suggest that we will never grasp their full meaning until we see that 

Jesus was truly forsaken by God. In those black moments on the cross, God the Father turned his back 

on God the Son.  

It was, as Martin Luther said, God forsaking God. True, we will never plumb the depths of that 

statement, but anything less does not do justice to Jesus’ words. 

The word “forsaken” is very strong. It means to abandon, to desert, to disown, to turn away from, to 

utterly forsake.  

Please understand. When Jesus said, “Why have you forsaken me?” it was not simply because he felt 

forsaken; he said it because he was forsaken.  

In English the phrase “God-forsaken,” usually refers to some deserted, barren locale. We mean that 

such a place seems unfit for human habitation.  

But we don’t literally mean “God-forsaken” even though that’s what we say. But it was true 

of Jesus. He was the first and only God-forsaken person in all history. 

As many people have pointed out, this is the only time Jesus addressed God as “My God.” Everywhere 

else he called him “Father.” But here he said, “My God,” because the Father-Son relationship was 

broken at that moment. 

I ask you, then, what would cause a father to forsake his own son? Can you explain it? I ask myself, what 

would cause me to abandon my sons? As I ponder the question, I cannot even imagine the answer. 

But that is what God did when Jesus died on the cross.  
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He turned his back, he disowned him, he rejected the One who was called his “only begotten Son.” 

We may not understand that. Indeed, it’s certain that we do not. But that is what these words mean. 

That brings us to the great question: Why would God do such a thing? One observation will help 

us find an answer.  

Something must have happened that day that caused a fundamental change in the Father’s relationship 

with the Son. Something must have happened when Jesus hung on the cross which had never happened 

before. 

At that precise moment Jesus was bearing the sin of the world. During those three hours of 

blackness, and in the moments immediately afterward, Jesus felt the full weight of sin rolled onto his 

shoulders. All of it became his. It happened at that moment of space-time history. 

Someone may ask, “Does not the Bible teach that Jesus was the ‘lamb slain from the foundation of the 

world?’” The answer is yes. But the slaying itself happened at a particular moment in time—specifically 

a Friday afternoon in April, A. D. 33, on Calvary’s Cross.  

But since Jesus Christ had a divine nature, what happened to him in history has eternal 

implications. I admit that I don’t fully understand that last sentence, but I’m sure It’s true. The death 

of Christ was a historical event in every sense of the word, but it’s historical with eternal implications. 

Therefore (and this is a big “therefore”), when God looked down and saw his Son bearing the sin of the 

world, he didn’t see his Son, he saw instead the sin that he was bearing. And in that awful moment, 

the Father turned away.  

Not in anger at his Son. No, he loved His Son as much at that moment as He ever had. He turned away 

in anger over all the sin of the world that sent His Son to the cross.  

When he did that, Jesus was alone. Completely forsaken. 

There’s an old Southern gospel song called “Ten Thousand Angels.”  

It speaks of the fact that Jesus, by virtue of being the Son of God, could have called 10,000 angels to 

rescue him from the cross.  

He didn’t do that, and the chorus ends with these words, “But he died alone for you and me.” 

It’s true. When Jesus bore the sins of the world, he bore them all alone.  

To say that is to say nothing more than the Bible itself says: 

Isaiah 53:6 “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord 

has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  

He died in our place. And all our sins were laid on him. It was for that reason—and only for 

that reason—that God the Father forsook his beloved Son. 

Think of it. All the iniquity, all the evil, all the crime and hatred of this world—all of it was “laid on him.” 
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All the lust in the world was there. All the broken promises were there. All the murder, all the killing, 

all the hatred between people.  

All the theft was there, all the adultery, all the pornography, all the drunkenness, all the bitterness, all 

the greed, all the gluttony, all the drug abuse, all the crime, all the cursing.  

Every vile deed, every wicked thought, every vain imagination—all of it was laid upon 

Jesus when he hung on the cross. 

I take from this solemn truth two great implications. It reveals to us two things we must never minimize: 

1. We must never minimize the horror of human sin.  It was our sin that caused the Father 

to turn away from the Son. Let us never joke about sin. It’s no laughing matter. It was our sin that 

Jesus bore that day. 

2. We must never minimize the awful cost of our salvation.  

Is it possible that some Christians become tired of hearing about the cross? Is it possible that we would 

rather hear about happy things? Without the awful pain of the cross, there would be no happy things to 

talk about.  

Without the cross there would be no forgiveness.  

Without the cross there would be no salvation.  

Without the cross we would be lost forever.  

Without the cross our sins would still be upon us.  

It was not the nails, but His wondrous love for us that kept Jesus on the cross. 

It cost him everything to redeem us. Let us never make light of what cost him so dearly. 

This is the word from the cross for us. No one has ever been as alone as Jesus was. We will never be 

forsaken as he was. No cry of our pain, excruciating as it may be, can exceed the cry of his pain when 

God turned his back and looked the other way. 

He was forsaken that we might never be forsaken. 

He took the blow. He took the pain. He endured the suffering. He took the weight of all our sins.  

How can we gaze unheeding at this great Saviour, who will have all men to be saved and come to saving 

faith in him? 

Those who trust him will never be disappointed, in this life or in the life to come. Amen. 

 


